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Concerning 


Atheiſm , Infidelity , Popery , and 
other Hereſies and Schiſme's that 
trouble the peace of the Churchz and 


. ” » MY , 
are deſtructive of Priminve Piery, 


VVricten in a plain ana eahe method, for the 
Gatisfation of doubting Chriſtians, | 


By T HO. GOOD, D. D. Maſter of 
Baliol Colledge 1n Oro. 


es 


Take beed Brethren. leaft there be in any of you an evil beart of 
wabeleif, in departing fron the living God, Acb. 3. 12. 


DE 


OXFORD, 


Printed by L, LIC HFIEL D Printer to 
the Univerſity, for THO. HANCO .X 


Pook-ſeller in Hereford, 1674. 


mm. 


To the Reader, 


FRE Onſuaering the many Lear- 
ms ned and judicious Trafts, 
ra that are extant again A- 
 theiſm, Infidelity, Po pery, 
with ATA Hereftes,Se&s,& Schiſmss 
deflructive of the Antient Catho- 
lick. Religion, and of that Peace and 
Unity, Love and Charity, which : 
the badge and mark of Chrifts ſheep ; 
thought it ſuperfluous to add my oh 
Scrible after ſuch fair Copy's, but ob- 
erving the length, and learning of 
thoſe elaborate Traiat's, which mas 
ny. men have neither money to buy , 
leaſure to read, nor judgment to un- 
dexftand , I conceived that theſe few 
ſhort Diſcourſes, (not fetted, nor in- 
deed intended, for the peruſal of the 
learncd) might nevertheleſs, be gra- 
ram opus agricolis, not altogether u. 


profitable for men of ordinary Capacie 
A 3 es, 


= to which purpoſe I have uſed 

uch mearis and methods, That 1 
might be the better underſtood by theſe 
men,l have endeavoured that the mat- 
ter of theſe diſcourſes ( for the moſs 
part) might be plain and familiar, the 
Dbraſe and expreſſions intelligible. T 
have made uſe of two feigned names. 
{Firmianus 2nd Dubitantius,) to per- 
ſonate the ſound Believer , and the 
doubting Sceptick, Chriſtian, who are 
bronght upon the Stage, aiſ] pating by 
way of Dialogue, which is mos ſuite- 
able to men of. ſhort diſcourſe, and moſt 

aptto comply with their apprebenffon. 

"hope the more learned Reader,(if any 
Juch ſball'pive themſelves the trouble 
to peruſe this little Manne] ) will not 
Cenſure the plainneſi” of it, but rather 
commend the C E barity of the Author to- 
ward the well. meaning 'Chriftian,who 
amongſt thoſ, e many Treatife es, that 
have been written,cau meet with very 


ſew 


few that are calculated for bis Meri- 
dian , and conſequently is apt to be 
blown about with every. wind of dos . 
drine, by the flight of men, and cup- - 
ning craftines whereby. they lye in 
wait to deceive. and who theſe Came= 
Sters are, he that has but half an eye 
may ſee, and how many.a poor ſoul 
has in theſe times of confuſion been 
blown about from one erroneous opini- 
on to another,until he has turned Seek- 
er, Scheptick, and at laſt down right 
Atheiſt , there is no man ſo- great. a 
ftranger in our Hieruſalem that can be 
zgnorant, 

Wherefore if theſe ſhort and fami- 
liar diſconrſes may have the happineſs 
to prevent the falling of any unſetled, 
wavering ſoul, or to reſtore any that 
bas fallen to a ſound mindtwill bemy 
great ſatisfaGion and rejoying to be a= 
ble to apply to my ſelf that of St. James, 
cap. 5. 19. Brethrenit any of you do 

crr 


| 


err from the truth and one convert 
him ; let him know that he that 
converts a finner from the error of his 
way, ſhall fave a ſoul from death,and | 
(hall cover a multitude of fins. Now 
the God of truth and peace g rant, that 
theſe poor and weak endeavours may 
work that good effef npon the erring. 
: ſeduced ſinner, and that the multitude 
my fins may be covered, with the 
ong white robe of my bleſſed Sawionrs 
righteouſneſs, for his holy name ſake. 
Amen, . | 


Thine in the truth that is in -\ 
Chriſt Jeſus, 


THO. GoOD- 


ay 


DIALOGUE L 


AT HEISMS. 


Firm, A Ood morrow to my old Friend 
Dubitamius, 


Dub. A good day to you, Firmianw, 


Firm, Methinks I read ſome diſcontent in 
your face ; what may be the cauſe of it ? 


Dub. There is a great cauſe ; I have been ſo 
long diftrated berwixr diverſity of Opinions in 
poine of Religion , rhat I am now doubting whe- 
ther there be any Religion at all, or any Supream 
inviſible Deity to be worſhipped, 


Firm, This is the common reſulc of vain Jang- 
lings , that they uſually end in Atheiſm and Inhi- 
delicy. Burpray tell me, is it poſſible, that there 
ſhould be ſuch fierce diſpures , and bicter conten- 
tions about a very nothing ? Certainly ſuch ſharp 
diſpures about rhe various manners of Gods wor- 
ſhip, do firongly argue ou Religionis a a” of 

FAG 
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higheſt concern , or that allche wiſeſt men thar e- 
ver Were in the world are Foolcs, and-madmen, to 
oppoſe, hate, malign, perſecute one another even 
unto death,for a groundleſs fancy, 2 Very nothing, 


D#b, Your diſcourſe is very Rational, for I. 
ſuppoſe wiſe men would never wiangle about 
a meer Romance; .yer I confeſs I have had 
Airange irrational choughts, againft the very Being 
of God, and the truth of any Religion. 


Firms You juſtly cerm ſuch thoughts irratio- 
nal, Did-not I once tell you, rhat'when you had 
forſaken your Mother the Church of England, 
(the moſt Apoftolical GCarholick in che whole 
world ) in ſhort rime you would become a Liber- 
tine, an Atheiſt, any thing, or nothing? 


Dub. Do you think .that all Nonconfor- 
miſts, and Separatiſts from your Church , are 
Libertines and Atheiſts ? 


Firm, I am not ſo uncharicable : bur 1 muſt 
tell you, that cauſeleſs ſeparation is a very greive- 
ous {in , and puniſhed many times with the ſeve- 
Teſt judements , ſuch as are Spiritual blindneſs, 
Hardneſs of hearc, and a Reprobare mind. 


Dub. 1 fear thoſe judgments hyve overtaken 
me : for ſince I became a I from your 
Church, I have been very cold at my Devotion, 
made lirtle conſcience of publick, or ſecrer Prater; 
of Obedience to thoſe powers which God has or- 
dained- 3 of Love, Charicy, Honeſty, and Uprighe 
dealing towards my neighbours. L have lived an 
Atheilf in praRiſe ſo long,that I am nov ready - 


[ 3] 
be an Atheiſt in Opinion, and to ſay with the 
foole in the 14. Pſal. There « noGed, 1 haveſo 
long Rept our of one opinion into another, that at 
mga am become a very Sceptick in Religion, 
doudring of all, and fixing upon none, 


Firm, Truly Sir, you made good your name 
by your praRiſe, which renders you a right Dubi- 
$4ntiw, Bur pray tell me by what degrees, and me- 
thods, you have Rept our of our Church intorhe 
borders of Atheiſm , that I may with the more 
facility bring you back che ſame way, by which 

ou have unhappily gone our from us , into the 
ſome of your dear Mother. jp 


Dub. Your Demand is reaſonable. *Tisnoc 
unknown to you that I was once a true ſon of the 
Church of England, you ſhall hereafter know foc 
whar reaſons I left ter Communion, and became a 
Presbyrerian: and co be breif I Ray'd not long, in 
that opinion, buc preſently I proceeded Indepen- 
dent, then Anabapriſt, then Quaker, then Papiſt, 
then Antiſcripruriſt,chen what you now find me, 
almoſt an Acheiſt, 


Firm. I hope you ace not fixed in that wretch- 
ed Opinion, as reſolvedly to deny him a being, 
that gave you yours. 


D»b, Sir, I am not ; but have many doubts 
whether there be,and as many choughrs char chere 
1snot a God, Creator and overnour of Heaven 
and Earth, and all chings in them contained. 


Firm, 1 have heretofore taken you for a ratio- 


na) map, and theeſhons deſire a reaſon from yu 
p 0 
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of fiich thoughts and doubts, 


Dxb. Thoſe many Controverſies, and ſhatp 
contentions about religion and worſhip of God, 
have cauſed me to doubr , Whether there be any 
Religion ar all, or any God tobe worſhipped. 


Firm, Is it imaginable that ſo many wiſe men 
ſhould contend about a crifle , a fancy, a ver 
nothing ? 'TisNirange that what ſhould be am 
rational 'otive t6 petſivade you to beleive that 
there is a G0d, and a Religion, ſhould make you 
doubr of both. There muſt be ſomerbing in ir,thar 
draws ſo many Combarants into the field , Zea- 
lous Stieklers for their ſeveral Modes,and Formes, 
of —_ » hareing cne another even unto 
ceath, 


Dub. This ydn have intimated before. T am 
fully il tre | , that fo many fierce diſputes 
about Religion , do argue , that tis nora meer 
fancy. I pray Sir,enquire no further after the rea- 
ſons of ty doubts, bur let me hear from you, how 
chey may be ſarisfied, 


Firm, Moft willingly ; but that we may proe 
ceced the more methodically, ler it be agreed be- 
rwixt us, What is the true notion of God, Upon 
ſuppoſition that God is, what do you conceive of 
him in your mind ? 


Dub, "Tis agreed by all , that thenorion or 
conception of God in our mind, is , f that he is a 
being infinitely perfeR, 


t Dr. Moors Antidote 4 ad Dr. Stillingfleets Orig. Sacex 
32. 395» Fir, 
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Firm, I£God bea being infinitely perfeR, 
then God is: for a being infinitely perfeRt mult 
neceſſarily exilt and be, 


Dub. Donor we ſay, a Roſe is a flower, yet it 
does not follow (at ail rimes) that a Roſe is; for 
in the winter there is no ſuch thing as a Roſe, and. 
yer the propohirion is true. 


Firm, There is a vaſt difference bervyixt a 
being abſolutely perfeR, and that which has a li- 
mired and finite perfeQAion; for in this the efſence 
may be really abſtracted from the aQual exiſtence, 
but nor in that. For a being infinitely or abſolutely 
perfe&, mult neceſſarily exiſt ; not contingently, 
er impoſſibly ; for thoſe modes are inconſiſtent 
with a being abſolutely perfeR ; for whatſoever 
does cxift contingently , is in poſſibility not to 
exiſt, which is an imperfeQion: and impoſſibility of 
exilience is the greateſt imperfeRion of all other. 


Dub. This reaſon is ſo obſcure, that albeit I 
canner reply toir, yer I am nor ſatisfied with it, 
I fear ſome fallacy lies hid in the bowels of it. 


Firm, Ibelievenot ; yer becauſe you donor 
fully comprehend ir, I ſhall proceed co ochers that 
are more plain and incellighble, 


Firm. What fay you then to that reaſon which 
18 drawn from the General conſent of all nations, 
as well Heathens as Chriſtians ; Nulla gens barn 
barbara, &c.' (aies Cicero 3 No nation was ever (a 
barbarous which did not confeſs a God ; now the 
conſent of all nations is the lary and diRare of 
nature,ſo that tis impoſſible that all nations ſhould 
B 3 content 
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conſent in ſo great afalſhood , as the Atheiſt en- 


deavours to maintain, 


Add to this their general praftiſe in worſhip- 
ing ſome ſupream Deity; that rather then Worſhip 
no God at all, chey would worſhip the Sun, Moon 
and Stars , yea the molt conremprible Crearures, 
the Crocodile, Onyons, Garlick, a Red Cloath, 
ny thing they firſt mer with in the morning ; 
ſo powerful is the impulſe and inclination of na- 
cure in this great bulineſs of Religion , which is 
the proper diſtinguiſkaing Chara&er berwixt a 
man and a beaſt: as LaHantixs has long fince ob- 
ſerved. 


Db. I confeſs that the general conſent of na. 
tions in the acknowledging and worſhiping a God, 
has been one main reaſon, that has me from 
being a down-right Atheiſt : Yer I have ſom- 
what to ſay againſtic ; becauſe this conſent 4s not 
ſo general as 1s prerended, for I have heard there 
have been men in Ancient cimes, and not a few 
in theſe we live in, who have ſaid , not only in 
__ hearts, bur alſo with their congues, there © no 
Goa, 


Firm, What are two, of three men in former 
ages, or a feiv debauched perſons in this, to the 
geueral conſent of all civil nations, from the be- 
einning of the world ? Happily you have heard chat 
ſo.ne have denied,rhe Snow to be white, the Fire 
tobe hot, Monſtrous opinions are no more a pre- 
judice ro the diQates of nature, and common con- 
fent of all nations, then monſtrous ſhapes and 
formes in the body are to the laws of natu A 

e 
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ſhe uy obſerves, in the forming of men and 
beaſts in their due proportions , and lineanents, 
Whar if ſome few,our of diſcontent, fingulariry,a.. 
nimoſiry, of btuciſh ſenſuality; have turned Arhe- 
iſts > Is 1t not a great prejudice to this brutiſh o. - 
pinion, That few Sober men (if any) have been of 
cheir parey; bur ſuch as have been firſt Atheiſts in 
pracile, ſenſual , debauched wretches > Nam quo 
guis im vita. purior , Cc, ſaies Cicero: Ly how 
much any man has been more pure in his life and 
converſation', by fo much his thoughts of the 
Gods have been more ſound and rational. 


Dub, T confels it is a great prejudice to Athe- 
1m, - that thee Debaucher ſort are the greateſt ( if 
not the only ) Ricklers for ir ; bur nifi my douber 
remains, and therefore I deſire to hear from you 
ſome more evident reaſons, for my full ſatiſ- 
faRion, 


Firm. Moſt willingly I ſhall comply wich you; 
deſire. My Third Argument ſhall be this, 


If the world had a beginning, and was not from 
all erernity, then 'ewas made by ſomrhing elſe; for 
nothing can make ig ſelf.* Tis as clear as the Sun ar 
noon day , whatſoever is made, 1s made. by ano- 
ther; for that, which is noc,cannot work, and conſe- 
quently cannot produce it ſelf, nor any other 
ching : now chis ſomthing elſe muſt be made of 
ſome other cauſe, ot elſe it ſelf muſt be the ſu- 
pream eaſe of all things. If 'you affirm the for. 
mer, you muſt ran'up into an infinice number of 
Cauſes which is impoſhble, ot elſe you mult come 
at laſt ro one ſupream independent beihe, which 1s 


- 
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the maker of all things, he himſelf being made of 
none, Which is the eternal God, 


Dsb. 1 begin to feel the weight of this Argu- 
ment. If you can clearly prove the world to have 
had a beginning, I ſhall be your Convert, and 
readily confeſs, that verily there is a God that 
hath made the ivorld , and judgeth the earch. 


Firm. This1 hope I ſhall perform by his gra- 
cious afſiſtance , whoſe cauſe I plead; and whoſe 
poor ſinful creature I am, 


Firſt, Then by the world we underſtand the 
whole SyReme,or Colle&ion of things in it con= 
rained, Sun, Moon, Stars, Air, Exrth, Warer, 
Men, Beaſts, Fo vles, Fiſhes,Plants,and all things 
wharſoever comprehended in this vaſt circumfe- 


rence. 


Dub. I willingly grant that by t++ World we 
are co underſtand all rhings therein "contained, as 
you have enumerated them, which make yp rhe 
viſible world, created by Almighry God, in fix 
dates, as your Moſes would have us believe. 


Firm. That none of theſe wete from all eter< 
nity, 1Xſhall p_ by inſtancing in wo of- the 
molt principal of chem, ro wit, the Sun in che Fir- 
mament , and Man that dwells upon the face of 
the earth, by which you may judge of the reſt, 


Dab, If you can proye that 'the- Sun Was not 
from ererniry, ang that there was a firſt Man, and 
conſequently that mankind had a beginning, 1 ſÞall 
be abundantly ſatisfied, it. that wherein at preſent 

| I 
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I much doubt , wiz. The worlds beginning, 


Firm, Beforel proceed to my arguments, you 
muſt-give me leave, tolay down certain print. 
ples which no_raticnal man will deny ; As for 
example. 


I, Quicquidfu,fit ab alio, whatſoever is made, 
1s made by ſomching elſe ; for nothing can make ic 
ſelt, 

2. Omne ent eff vel faflum, foutum , depen- 
dens, wel non fatlum, infourum, independens z every 
ehing char 1s, 15eigher made, finite, independent ; 
Or not made, infinite, indepemtent. 

3. Vere infialturmn non habet principium, aut fi- 

em ; that which 1s truly infinite , has neither 
beginning, no: end. 
\_. 4+ Non datur proveſſm in infinitum ve cannot 
procced in numbering, from effesty cauſes, or 
In any other way tmaginable infinitely, bur we 
muſt come .2 ſome period or: end. ; 

5+ Jrfinitums noy poteſt pertranſiri, 'tis 1mpoſſi- 
ble to paſs over or through that which is infiute, ſo 
as to cometo an end of it, ſeeing whar is infinite 
has no end. 

6. Irfinito mil poreſt addi, to that which is infi- 
nice nothing pax! © added ro make 1t greater, or 
more then 'twas before that addition. 

7. e/Etermias eft duratio interminabilis ſine 
partinm ſucceſſione, n qua nn datur pris ON prſte - 
71; Eternity inits full and proper notion, is a 
boundleſs duration, without beginning or end, 
Withour ſucceſſion of parts, as thar one part of it 
fhould be either before or after another, 


Dxb 
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Dub. No raional man can deny any of theſe 
principles : bur I much wonder, how ſo great a 
maſter of reaſon, as Ariſtotle was, ſhould grant all 
or moſt. of he , and hold the erernity of the 
world , and not be ſenſible of manifeſt contradi. 
Qions. 

Firm, That the Ecernity of the world is 8 
far contradiQion to many of cheſe principles, is 
evident ; that Ar:ſtorle was an acure Philoſopher, 
canvor be denied ; but ir muſt be granted he was 
bur a man, and one thar had only the light of cor- 
rupted narureto guide him,he might therefore etr, 
rot knowng the Scripture _—— indeed the pow- 
ef of God , and therefore he wis ignorant how che 
world could have a beginnipg ; and ſeeing he ve- 
ry reſolutely maincained, that ex mhilo mbil fie ghar 
whatſoever is made, is made of ſomthing, and thar 
of ſomthing elſe, and ſo we mult proceed in mf- 
nitum, which he poſitively demed as abſurd and 
impoſſible, as well he might ; or elſe the world 
muſt be from all ecernity , proceeding from che 
firſt mover, (whom he conceived co be a . 
nota free Agent) as hear from che fire, or lighc 
from the ſun, and therefore erernally exiſting 
with that firſt mover, or firſt cauſe : however ſome 
have affirmed, chat in his Book de Mw»do (if that 
be his) he retracted this error, which has been a 
grand occaſion of Arheiſm, as Ferre, upon Aquines 
Fontra Gent, has truly obſerved, 


Dub. And well he might, if 'ewas buile upi 
ſo ſandy a foundation, as ro make God a ary 
Agent , for that was torender him —_— ro 
ome 


/ 
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me of his Creatures, which are free and volun- . 
cary-. Bur pray leave the Philoſopher to his other 
errors, and ſelf-contra ditions, and make ir appear, 
if you can , that he erred in affereing the eternity 
of the world. 


Firm, Thar lhope to perform by ptin ciples 
granted by all ſober men. 


There is nothing in the world, bur either 'rvas 
made, and had a beginning, or *rwas nor made,buc 
was from all eternicy ; now tis evident, that there 
is no particular thing in this viſible world; which 
was not made. The Sun, Moon,& Stars were made, 
Men, Beaſts and - Plants were made. For brevity 
ſake,I (hall only inftance in the Sun, and in Man, 
that they were made,and had a-beginning ,and con- 
ſequently the Moon , and Stars, Beaſts, and Planes, 


1. That the Sun was made, and had a begin« 
ning, I thus demonltrate : That which was not 
from all erernity, but had a beginning, was made,” 
and that by ſorathing elſe , becauſe nothing 'can 
make it (elf , burthe Sun was not from all erer- 
nity. 

The Major is evident, the Minor is thus con. 
firmed ; 1f the Sun was from all eternity, then ei- 
cher it moved, from all ecerniry, or-it:ftood NRillg 
if it moved from eternity, then "was eternally 
together in the Eaſt, Meridian, and Weſt, nor fitit 
inthe Eaſt,then in the Meridian,then in the Weſt + 
for in an eternal motion , ( if any ſuch motion 
were poſſible) there can be noiucceſſion,no firſt,or 
laſt, (pris or peſterixs)) becauſe in ſuch a motion 
there is neither beginning nor end, Ro 
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Db. 'Tis evident,by what you ſay,that the Sun 
has not moved from eternity , but how can you 
prove ir did not Rand till from erernity, fe 
there are ſome that hold ir alwaies Rood (hill , a 
never moved to this day, but that the carth moves 
and the Sun nor at all, , 


Firm. Irhinders not the force of the Argu.. 
ment , whether you hold rhe earth move , and 
On Zo _ i, « on _—_ 1k = tis 

ifring the Scene, ting rth in- 
_ wor. and the wo wilt be altogerher 
ene 1ame, 


Dub. T perceive it dogs nor,and therefore let 
me hear how you can prove that rhe San did not 
and fill from all erernicy. 


Fivn, If the Sun food flill from erernity, 
then there was an eternal night upon half che face, 
or Globe of the earth, and an eternal day upon the 
other half,(or ar leaſt many other groſs abſurdiriee 
would follow.)No vicifſitudes or changes of nighr 
and day, ſummer and winter , ſpring and autumn, 
and conſequently noproduQions , or generations 
of Men, Beaſts, Plants, for that half of che earth 
whickwwas deprived. of the light and heat of the 
Sun,(which as 2 ſecond cauſe gives life and vegera- 
tionto all the inferior Creatures, that have life 
and growth) could bring forth no vegetables, or 
animals; and the other half, which was alwaies 
ſcorched wirh coo much hear, muſt of neceſſiir y be 
23 barren by ſuch hear, as the other by extream 
cold ; and (owe ſhould havean erernal Sun to no 
purpoſe, and then whar will b&ome of your eter- 
mal world ? Be. 
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Befides if the Sun flood Nill from ererniey, 
what cauſed it romove in time ? of its own na- 
ture certainly it could never awake our of an e- 
cernal ſleep: if any thing elſe ſer it inmotion,then 
either it muſt be ſomching that was moved by 
fome ſuperior Cauſe, this cauſe by ano» 
ther, and foto an infinite nutnber of cauſes, 
which is abſurd and impoſſible, or elſe it muſt be 
the firſt mover and efhcient cauſe cf all things, 
Which is God. 

Dub. You have abundantly ſatisfied me, that 
the Sun had notan eternal being,-and conſequent- 
ly that neither 'men , beaſls, or plants , conld be 
from all eternity ; however I deſire ro hear from 
you ſome particular argumenrs againſt the ererm- 
ty of mankind. 


Firm, There is no particular man bur had : 
beg inning, was made and begorten by his Parents, 
chey by theirs, and ſo we muſt aſcend from ſon 
ro facher, up to all erernity , »ſque ad infinitum, 
which is utterly impoſſible, or elſe we muſt come 
roa firſt man, who could not make or beger him- 
ſelf. Now if every particular manbe made,and be- 
gotten, then the whole kind muſt be made, be- 
cauſe the whole kind is nothing elſe, bur the Col- 
lefion of all particulars. Every one of them we 
ſee by daily experience had a beginning, and is be- 

otren or made; therefore 'tis made by ſome 0. 
ther, for quicquid fit , fit ab alie, and this of ſome 
ether, and ſo forward until we come to the ſus 
pream cauſe of all rhings, which is God, 

Again 
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Again, Either all men that are , or ever were 
in the world, were made; or ſome were made, and 
ſome noc made, bur had being of themſelves : if 
ſo, *ris impoſſible char theſe men ſhould be of the 
ſame kind, with the men that were made , for 
that which is made depending upon another, cate 
not be of the ſame kind with chart which is not 
made and independent, becauſe a thing that zs noc 
made, infinite , independenc, 1s of another kind 
from what is made, finite , and dependenc ; and 
theſe rwo (finice and infinite, dependent and in- 
dependent) are oppoſite members, dividing ons 
and the ſame moſt common kind, 


Dub, "Tis a clear demonſtration, that eve 
prwricular man being made, the whole kind m 

made ; hur pray rell-me, mighr there not be 
2 perpetual ſucceflive generation of men up to 
all erernity, and fo a proceſſus in infinituns, an infi« 
vite number of them withour all beginning ? 


Firm, This is alcogether impoſſible ; for in 

a Catologue , or Series of things, every one of 
Which had a beginning, as *us evident chat every 
particular man had (and conſequently the whole 
Series) there cannot poſſible be a proceſſas in 1nfi= 
wit#n, up to all eternity, or an intinite ſucceſhon 
of cauſes and effe&s, without all beginning ; E- 
rernity properly ſo called, has neicher beginning, 
nor end , for 'tis duratio intermizabilis. an infinite 
unlimiced duration , and therefore whatſoever 
had a beginning cannot poſſibly be eternal, bur 
ihe whole ſeries of men had a beginning,for what- 
ſoever is made had a beginning , bur the _ 
Series 
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Series of Men was made , Sweſhen it had'a be- 
ginning, for every particular man had a begin- 
: therefore the whole Series, Which is fre: . 
elſe bur a colleQtion of all particulars, and rhere- 
fore in cannot be equal or comenſurable to ererni- 
ty , Which is without beginning, 


Apain, If the Ceries,or rank of mendid run up 
w eternjry, or into an infinite number of ſucceſ- 
five generations, then that infinite number of men 
have been ſwallowed up of death many millions 
-of years before this age we. live in, and ſo death 
has paſſed over thxf number, which is contrary to 
that certain pripciple, infinitur non poteſt pertyan= 
ft; "cis impoſhble to paſs over, or through that 
which is infinite : nay thenthere would not be a- 
ny man living at preſence ; for if an infnitemumber 
of men are already dead, then 21} the men that e- 
ver Were or may be are dead, for infinito mbil po- 
teft gdd;, Yea it the world ſhould continue - ten 
millions of years longer, there could not be after 
thoſe ren millions of years more menin it, then 
there were ten millions of years before this pre- 
ſent ; = nothing _—_ added to that whi = 
rly infinite, romake it greater in magnitude, 
i in number, mans endl the Faher be 
before the Son , nor the grezt Grandfather be- 
fore or elder then either; nam in eternitate non 
datar prime & peſterins, Imthis infinice duration, 
there 15 no former or latter, and conſequently had 
che world been from all erernity, ir could not tru- 
ly be aid, that any man was before another ; not 
Abraham before Iſaac, or ke before Jacob, 


Dub, 
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Dub. You have made it very plain, that the 
world had a beginning, and conſequently (becauſe 
tis ridiculous to ſuppoſe thatir bad its ' beginning 
from ir ſelfe, chance, or Atomes) that there is 
one ſupream cauſe of infinite power and wiſdome, 
the Creator of Heaven and Earth , and of all 
things therein contained, which is the Glorious 
and eternal God-, of whoſe being 1 hope I ſhall 
hence forth never entertain the leaſt doubc, 


Firm. Though you ſeem to be well ſatisfied 
with cheſe reaſons, which I have urged for the be- 
ing of God , yer becauſe ſomething in them are 
not ſo intelligible ro men of ordinary Capaci- 
cies, who perhaps may caſt their eyes upon theſe 
papers ; you {hall give me leave to uſe other rea- 
ſons that are more plain and familiar , and ſuch as 
may perſivade more with men of ordinary abili- 
ries, then thoſe that I have propoſed ro your 
ſelf. 


Dub. Though T am fully fatiffied in thar 
great fundamencal point , yet in this I commend 
your Chatity , and do not envy the ſatisfa&Rion 
of others. But I believe you cannor+ alledge 
more convincipg reaſons then thoſe which you 
have already made uſe of ; however I defire to 
hear what you can further (ay , for the Conlirma- 
ton of this very great truth, 


Firm. The other reaſon which I ſhall pro- 
duce ſhall b* taken from the Goodly fabrick of 
the world,tiie harmonious order of all things there- 
in contained, the horror of conſciencg in wicked 
Mc 


—— s_ . 
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;the ow _ perjuryin _ woes. mW 
appearance of evil Spirits, their ſtrange worki 
in witches and wrt ; which may be ſeen SS 
Largely treated: of in Dofor. Forherbys Arheoma- 
ftix, Doflor Andrews C attechiſnr,Du-Pleſſir truth of 
Chriſtian Religion , Grotixe of the ſame , Doflov 
Hores Amidote againſt Atheiſms, Parſont Reſoluti- 
ous, Doflor $1illing fleets Origines ſacre , Gales Gen- 
tils Court, Mr, Baxiers Chriſtian Feligion, with 
maty others: I ſhall breifly ſum up whar theſe 
learned rmen have wrot at large , beginning wich 
that argument Which is taken from rhe Goodly 
fabrick of the world, t. Twas excellently ſaid of 
Terrul. {ib.de Reſwr, fariline credas Prophetic þs ſis 
diſcipulu nature, if we be converſant inthe works 
of nature , chey will lead us to the knowledg 
and beliefe of Scripture. There is a moſt ſweer 
harmony, berwixt rhoſe rwo Books, the Book of 
Nature and the Book of Grace, What is ſaid of the 
one, monitrat Buehbet berba Deans ; every herb 
or plant does ſhe'y rhere is a God, is molt rrue 
of the Scripture ; Qu«hbet lines Deum refert, e- 
very line in this Book, ſhews us the power, pro- 
vidence, and wiſdome of God: 


And ifthe Atheiſt will diſdain to read this ex- 
cellenmr Commentary upon the Book of nature, let 
him ſeriouſly peruſe the Texr , rhe harfmonious 
beauty and order Tof the Univerſs. Plato and 
ſome other of the Antients, were uſed rodemons 
ſrare the being of a Supream Deity by a Clock; 
whofe hammer when ir rikerh ſhewerh the nexr 
wheete that moves ir, that the next, and ſo _ 

C War 


{ 18 ] 
ward until you come to theClockmaker;who made 
all the wheels, and cauſed cheir regular mocions, 


Another inſtance is commonly made uſe of, If | 
a tian ſhould travel ' into a far Country , art pre- 
ſent. not inbadiced, and chere ſhould'behold ſome | 
Goodly building, he. would preſently conclude ir 
prew not our of the Ground , neither did the | 

*is make ir, bur rwas the workof ſome ingeni- | 
ous Artifis ; Or if a man ſhould behold a well or- 
dered* army of Soldiers , keeping rank and file, * 
turning alcogerher (as if they were animated by 
one Soul) ſomerimes co the right hand , ſome- | 
rimes to the lefr,he would preſently conclude that | 
there was ſome expert Commander to dire& them, | 
Even ſo he that caſts his Eyg upon this Good- | 
ly Fabrick of the world, mult needs acknowledg | 
the grear Power ani Wiſdom of irs Maker;He that | 
ſhall ſeriouſly obſerve the harmonious order, the | 
regular motions of its parts, muſt needs acknow- 
ledge the truth of that ſaying,Pſal.19. 1.the beavers 
declare the Glory of God, and the firmament ſheweth | 
his bardy work, And Rom. 1, 19, That which 
may be known of God 1s manifeſt in them, for the in- | 
v ſible things of God are clearly ſeen, by thoſe things | 
thavare made ; wit, his eternal power and Godhead, 
Job. 26.7. He ſtretcheth out the North over the | 
empty place, and hangerh the earth upon nothing, Se- | 
r:ouſly conſider what is wrote inthe, 36. 37. 38. | 
Chapr. $c..of that. Book, beſides many other ex- | 
cellent Texts in. che holy Scripture , declaring 
how the Glory, wiſdome, power of .God is ma- | 
niteſt in the admirable fcame of che world, and the | 
EX - 
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exquiſite order and harmony of all things therein 
contained. See how the Heavens warm and "Water 
the Earth ; how the earch, brings forth che graſs, 
herbs, and plants ; how cheſe feed the beaſts; how. 
the beaſts . ſerve che ſeveral neceſſities of man; who 
is the only Creature (the 1immorcal Angels except- 
ed) that can in a rational manner ſerve, and ſex 
Grth the glory of his Creator, 

O how deſirable are all bis works, and that « 
man may ſee even to a ſparke , Fccleſ, 42. 2.2. none 
ſo liccle as does not manifeſt the Glory, none fo 
great , Which is not ſubje& co the Almighty pow- 
er, and wiſe diſpoſal of the Creatou r. 


Behold the in:*nimate Creatures, hew they declare 
ir, the Sea whoſe proud waves are bounded by bis 
power, Job. 38. 11, of whoſe wonderfull ebbing 
and flowing,no man is able to render a ſariſfatory 
account 4 certainly thoſe that go down to the- Sea in 
Ships end do buſineſs in great maters,theſe men ſee'the 
works of the Lord, axd bys wanders inthe diep.Þſ.107., 


The earch rvhich contains ſo much rich treaſure 
in the bowels of it, ſuch variery of plants, ' herbs, 
flovers,both for uſe & delight in the Surface of ir. 


The: Air that compaſſerh abour both Sea and - 
Earth,receiving multitudes of yapours, and exhala- 
tions: from them both, and returning them in 
gratefull dews and ſho-vres, 6 


The wind that is brought out of Gods rre«ſury, 
ne man kyows whence it comes, nor whether it goes ; 
the wiſe Philoſephers are at and, they =y 
nor What co ſay of 1c, 

; C3 The 
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The lightning and chunder , two terrible , yer 
very uſefull Creatures z froſt and ſnow , and ice 
and hail, all which declare che Glory of God : 
ſee Pal, 147. 143, Bur above all the inanimate 
Creatures, thoſe that are above them, all in place 
and exellency , do magnify” the Glory of their 
Creator ; as the Sun, Moon, and Stars . O ſaith 
David, Pſal. 8. when I conſider the Moon and the 
Stars.,which thon haſt ordained , what 1s may that 
thon art ſo mindfull of him, and the Son of man that 
thee vifteFt him? 


Looke we 'on the animate Creatures , plants, 
herbs, flowers , graſs , grain, how wonderfully 
they grow and multiply ? conſider their variety, 
beauryy virtue, pleaſures, profits, menſirat Que- 
libet herba Dexm, every herb points our a Deity. 


Conlfider the fiſh in the Sea, the beaſts in che 
Land, the fowls of the Air, ſee how they declare 
rhe glory of cheir maker, peruſe with a ſerious and 
diligent Fye the, 39. 40.41» Chap. of Job as 


Arc,” '-. 


Laſt of all, Thon ſtupid Creature, conſider thy 
ſelf ;-chat art fearfully, and wonderfully wade. 
' View the excellent harmony , conſent and uſe of 
all che parts in thy liccle world, wich what dutifull 
care they ſerve each other, ſo that the head can- 
not ſay tothe feer, I have noneed af you z the 
Conſideration of which excellent frame, and con- 


rexrure of parts in the body of man , made the 


learned Galen ftand amazed, and turned him from 
an Acheiſt, to confeſs, and believe a God, andts 
compole 


\ 
' 
: 
| 
| 
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compoſe an hymn,in praiſe of his Almighty Crea- 
for. : # | 


In a word if we' confider the whole Creation , 
the harmonFand Subordination of the ſeveralparts 
of that Goodly Fabrick of the Univerſe ; "they 
do wondetfully declare the wiſdom, power, and 
oe, of = omniporent eternal maker of Heiven 


If we bebald how the Heavens ſerve-the Farch, 
rhe Earth che Plants ,theſe the Beaſts, theſe man, 
whoſe great end and errand for whichht was -ſenc 
inco this world, was to ſerve-him , who :made the 
inferior: Creatures for man, and man for biglelf, 
we. muſt,.needs break out into the Pſalmiſts/ hely 
Rapture, O Lord haw maryeillous are thy works, 
in wiſdome haſt thou made” them all : avg he. muſt 
certainly be. a very #1:{s majigthes dothi net confrder 
them, angie very Fool ,' that will net! rnderſtard 
them. - $%4Vic a LR 

Dub. "From what you taught me a lictle before, 
chat ris urrettyimpoſſible for any thing to make it 
ſelf,or by thepower of ics own nature,and to ſpring 
our of nothing; into ſortithing ; and by what you 
have now delivered, from the goodly frarne, and 
fabrick'of rhe worle and'the hatmonious order of 
its parts, tis evident that it 'qwes nor Its original 
to-chance, which is'a very dream: "ris as clecr as 
the Sun at naeheday; char their is an Allwife, an 
Almighty Gad; the: Glotious maker of Heavey 
ent ,karthz however Ipriy:you-ler me heare your 
ether reaſons from the facred bond of Oaths, the 


fotror of Conſcience, &c, 
Firm, 
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Firm. Tis evident that vety Heathens, and 
mere natural men, har have made no Confſci- 
ence of telling a thouſand lies,of drunkenneſs, for- 
'nification , theft , malice, enyy , revenge,  &c. 
durſt not ſeriouſly and ſolemnly rake one falſe 
oath, for fear of divine vengeance which hath been 
execured. upon perjured perſons , as is evident , 
from hiſtories ſacred and prophane.' Tis amoſt re- 
markable peice of biſtory , which is related of 
three notorious villaines, which did ſwear againſt 
Narciſſus. Biſhop of Hieruſalem ; as Exſebing re- 
ports it, lib. 6,Chap.18: of Eccleſ.Hift, And about 
the year 1661, ve had a very ſignal inſtance of 
Divine juſtice, executed upon on G, at Ludlow, 
it the' Councill of the Marches who taking a 
falſ&oith in that . Court, was frucken inthe ſame 
place preſently wich ſuddain death. Such- judg- 
ments as theſe againft perjury were ſo frequently 
obſerved by ſome heathens ,' char when Diage» 
r& hearing a man forſwearing himſelf in a Court 
of Judicature, and being impatient to.ſee that he 
was not preſently thunder-ſtrucken, became an A» 
theiſt, and becauſe Semtence againſt ſo great an evill 


w4s mot ſuddenly extented, therefore" the heart of 


this fool , this withed man, was fully ſet in him 4- 
bout that great miſchief, to ſay Fd wa ns God, 
Pal. I4, I. Eccl, $, Il, 


Dub. Sore Pagans and falſe Chriftians, have 
dared co take falſe Oaths, The :Jeſuires ( whether 
they be Pagans or Ghriſtians I know not) will 
ſwear anything, even ſolemnly in Courts of Ju* 
ſhice, and therefore this argumentg, (impious = 

ae 


| 
: 
| 
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dare not rake afalſe oath,therefore there is a Deity 
ot ſome Supream -poiver which chey fear,) holds 
not, for the anrecedent 1s evidently fa!ſ ; but this 
1s rational , fir horrors and terrors of ccnſcl- 
ence, and fearfull judgments have followed per- 
Jured perſons, (tho no man knew they were ſo) 
therefore there is ſome inviſible ſuperior poiver 
whence ſuch horrors and rerrors and judgments 
proceed,  - 

- Frm, Ido confeſs that there have been ſeve. 
ral perjured . perſons in former , and are in theſe 


preſent times, but for a full anſwer to this excep- 
cn , ſee what is replyed co another very like ic 


. Pag. 4. however 1 atm content the argument ſhould 


Rand , as yoif have propoſed it , lirange horror 
and rerrors of conſcience, and fearfull judgment 
have followed perjured perſons, &c. which ſuffi» 
ciently proves whar I intended, and' therefore 1 
proceed. '.. Et. 

Another pacut very liketo this, or Which 
is rather an addirionto the former, may be tak n 
from the feares avd torments of an evil copſci- 
ence, even amongſt the very heathens, Nero have, 
ing killed * his Mother , confeſſed that be was 
ates troubled Which her Ghoſt, ' The wretched 

aligula at the report of a thunder clap would 
run, under hs bed, * A thouſand inftances there arc 
amongſt heathen wiicers, of wicked -men labour- 
1gg under. the feares and terrors of their o'vn cor » 
ſcience, which - Juyenal does deſcribe ro the life 
in.one br two of his Satyrs, What ſhould be the 
reaſon that mere Pizans , men having no know. 
ledpe 
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tedg of the true Gad, or of his Severity” againſt 
wickedneſs , ſhould be cormented with the ſad 
profpe& of ſone tearefull judgment,attending up- 
on theic villanies cho never ſo ſecretly praRtiied, 
but. the rimor Numins vindicantis , the fear of 
divine vengeance ? | 


| A-thicd argument may bedrawn from the cer- 
cainty that there are Devils , evil Spirics , t0- 
gether with their wicked Inſtruments, Wicches, 
Magicians, Sorcerers, Conjurers , which none 
buc,a fooliſh Arheilt (who will believe no furrher 
then his fight leads him) can doubr of. How fre- 

ently che Devil has appeared in chis nation 1n 
rumes of 'groſs ignorance], and ſupertticion , and 
how he does ſo fill co' che poor "Indians thet 
worſhip him for rheir God, is a boundantly mani* 
feſt by the cradition of our forefarhers, and the 


reſtimony of knowing Chriſtians,that have been. in, 


choſe parrs. What pranks and diabolical feats,have | 


been aQed by Wirchesand Conjurers, may be ſeen 
in thoſe leatned Authors, chat have wror againſt 
rhemzas Dr.Mooy, and many others. And albert rhe 
appearances of evil Spirits, Wirch-crifts, Kc. are 
« xi mpy ſo Frequeye in evls naciop 100,28 yy ces in 
times of Popery, and darke Ignorance , yer does it 
= cr follo,cha all our _ cher Pong 
Aelancholly Hype riacks., deceiv em- 
ſelves , and deceiving us with yaig ahd ground- 
leſs phanſies: bur che true reaſon is this, in rithes 


of ignorance, and ſuperflirion the Devil appeats. 


more frequently , to uphold his Kingdome over 
his vaſſals, and ro confirm themip their falſe york 
ip 


- — ——u—w” ” Om Is - 


[ 25 ] 

ſhip ; bur in times of know Goſpel li 

che Prince OO_ es ti arcs to DONs 
cks1n_Religion, no Religion 

at ac all, A ye q- 

a 


ifts, Infidels,P ſo that his 

would pull down his. Ki dome, Whi which 

he exerciſes over theſe wrerehes, who like Saddu- 

cees believe neither Abgel , nor /Spiric , nor any 

thing further then they can ſee, Now the Prince 

of the Air is tooſubtil roconfure this Gro's 

ercour in his beſt ſervants by any ar ofren appari- 
£1008, 


= wo I ſhafl cet _ 
n that is, berwixt evi er 
and worſe ; which could ner .be, unleſs there 
were ſome meaſure of mans aRions: and chas mea- 
ſure mult be a.law, either rice in mans bearcge 
infticured andwricten in boakes,or rables; 
lave_muſt, have.a. law. maker, wich mal be 
both to know, reward, and puniſh ,.naz.only. mas 
words and aRions, bur his vezy ehoughts, . mock 
none can do according to che. exa&; miles of .; 
flice , bur, he char.is mi in franleds ora. 
wiſdom that. 15, agne bur the ommicienc C 


Beſides all 'rhis , ' thet® #18 op! 
and evil ; for-bf ehi'mgs that are" pc 
better then others Þ..: of th 


ſome are jyorſe then other. _ 
SEES SIS By 
their aproaching £0.,,.or decligazion from. chat 
Which is ſummun —_—_ »: or. the chigfef 
good ; Hm .\t chere yere ina beſt, or cheifcſt 
good, there could be no better or worſe , "io 
go 
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200J or evil at all, therefore . there muſt be 
one infinice good, I vill 

To conclude this firſt diſcourſe ; ſeeing che 
inclination of all People , to believe 4 God 


the inftin& of nature'to confeſs it , the excel-- 


tent fabrick of the * world to declare ir , the 
force of -wicked mens conſciences to fear 1t ; 
the Cuflom of civil nations to adore it , do 
abundantly prove thar God is , yea doubtleſs 
that there is a God, that judgeth the earth , 
what a monſtrous Creatute 1s the fool Arheift , 
that ſaich 1n his heart chere is no: Cod ? 


** Dab. | Though 1 was abundantly ſatisfied 
with your former teaſons againſt Arheiſm , yer 
F heartily chank you for cheſe which you have 
here added , which though” they - are more 
Rrgely treated oh by ſeveral leafned Authors, 
yer | as you have breifly ſurnmed them up, 
hey are” more- ſuitable to men of -ordinary' 
capacities , ' and of ſhort difcourſe , who 
vole 'theinſelves in” long treatiſes \, and are 
x te tt what they have read in the be- 
gihning of thetn ,-before rhey- come to the 
mygxle > nd more. tired with : the Jengrh, 
| Pleaſe withthe ſoundneſs and excellency 

of ſuch diſcourſes,.;, - | --- | 
*Sir being fully fatisfied” with © your reafons: 
3gainſt Acſcitm? I humbly beſceck "the AE 
—_— Creatont - of + heaven and carth , to 
bleſs ther *unto me ,'to | preſetve. me from 
all prophine , 4rraligious Courſes *; from a 
” | rica 
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tical - Atheiſm , which by .ics own- -Nartural 
propennry , | and the. juſt judgment of the 
moſt h6ly  and- rightequs God , is, the great 
cauſe of chat Which is Speculative and Dog- 


matical. 
* & * 8 Tm 
" n L 
" L\ F \ 


againſt 
Antiſcrpturiſme. 


Firm, Aving given you ſuch farisfaRion 
| the being.of Gol , as hath 
fully removed all your doubts concerning that 
and great principle ; if you pleale we 
will diſcourſe of the other that is like unto 
ic, the Divine Auchocicy of the holy Scrip- 
cure : for upon theſe rwo depend the great 
and weighty buſineſs of Religion. He that is 
Readfalt in the beliefe of the __ of God , 
and che cruch of his mot ſacred word , (if 
he beriq to theſe great fundamencals) muſt 
of neceflicy be both an Orchodox and afe- 
rious Chriſtian, 


Dub. If you can give me as good (atisfa- 
Aion , in the divine Authoricy of Scripture, 
as you have in the being of an eternal God, 
Creatour of heaven and earth , you will per- 
forme a work of grearek Charicy , but 1 
foar of as great difficulty. 


Firm. Happily you may perceive ſame 
difficulcy in ic , but if you will make 


{ee 
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uſe of your reaſon. ,, and 1: ” aGde'-all pre< 
judicarting opinions | > which -cheifly ariſe 
xml rene Kane, ext boy: nd er 
corrupt 
word of God I bop by hs bleſng wha 
Cauſe -I plead , to perſwade you to give your 


bl 
full afſent to this other great principle of Chri- 
lktianity, 


Dub. 1 ſhall endeaveur ro weigh your 
reaſons , in the ballance'of an even upbiaſſed 
judgment » and to receive them , anime 
defecats ,, with a mind free from the dregs 
of ſenſvalicy , intereſt , partiality , or pre» 
judice, 


Firm, Upon the confidence to find this 
inzenuity in you , TI ſhall preſent you with 
cheſe following reaſons. 


t. You do belive that there is an 
rent God , Creatour of-heaven and earth; 
- made ' all things therein contained that be- 
ing infinite in wiſedome and » he 
made all rheſe things for ſome- end , 
that be hath ordered "them to a& and worke , 4 
in ſuch a manner as is ſuitable to-thear ſeveral 
natures , that in as muchas they have their be» 
» faculrys , operations , from their all wiſe 
=F Glorigus maker , they are bound. by » the 
law : Creation, to de homage and ſervice iy 
him that madethem, 


Db, All this 1 xgrant to be very rational. 
Frm, 
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" "Firm, Theſe things being granted- 3 that | 


(nec ro mention other- Creatures) as man had 
his being , 'reaſon-, and underſtanding from Al- 
mighty  God:', ſo'is he . bound ro ſerve him in 
that way 'and manner, Which is agreeable ro 
mans -excellent/ nature , which muſt : be rhere- 
fore a 'reiſonable ſervice \, which all the world, 
as well Pagans as Jews , and Chriſtians all 
Religion-, which according to all ſober people 
comprebends duties of piety, as prater,praties and 
ſacrifices, duties of remperance , ſobriety, and 
chaſticy, duties of honeſty, juſtice, righteouſneſs, 
and all morality. 


Dub, There is nothing more evident , then 
that as there is a molt wiſe and holy God , that 
made man, endued him with excellent faculcys, of 
reaſon and undeſtanding,(o there is a debr and du- 

. &y owing from man to God, his maker,which all the 
world calls Religion, and no people in the world 
wereever ſo barbarous, (ſaies Cicero) 2s tobe de- 
ſirute of all Religion;yea there is ſuch a tendency 
in/the nature of man (where tis not utterly extin- 
guiſbed by. brutiſh ſenſuality) charrrather rhen he 
will worſhip no $ od ar all, he will bow down to 
a Sock, or a Stone ; ſo that clear ir is, if there be 
a God rhe Creatour, and man by him crezted,there 
muſt of neceſlity be a Religion, 


Firm. Truly nothing does more neceſſarily 
follov (as Ds-Pl:ſſis has well obſerved) then a 
God, a man, a Religion. Bur if Aſmighry God did 
make man to worſhip him, ſure he gaye him ſome 
rules for thar worſhip , ſome lay co direR himin 
this great concern of his Sou!, Dus, 


O— — _ 


: 


- 
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_ - Duh. 1'cannor deny it; and thac this law was ro 
law writcen-in paper,or engraven.in tables of fione, 
but the lay of nature written in mans hearc; which 
made Ter1s/(14y,utter theſe excellent words, # ani- 
je naturaliter Chriſtiana, 0, Divine Soul that art 
naturally a Chriſtian, We ſee-thar the fire aſcends, 
the water moves towards the Center, birds make 
their nelis ,. Beaſts feed their young , not by any 
outward poſitive law, but by the unerring hand 
of narure, and may not man that has a hatural in- 
clination to ſerve bis maker, perform this ſervice 
without any inflitued law, or preſcribed Canon. 


Firm, Ther's no diſputing againſt experience; 
you ſee he does not, and hen you ſhall embrace, 
and underſtand the holy Scriptures, 'you will ſee 
he cannot. by reaſon of bis fall from thar perfe& 
Rare, in which he was firt made; whereas rhe in- 
ferior Creatures kepr their Station, 


Dub. 1 confeſs there aze different Religions 
inthe world, oppoſite one to another , ſo thar all 
of them cannot be inthe righe way ' of Wworſhipe 
ing God ; ſome of neceſficy muſt be falſe and er- 
roneous, 


Firm, If of all religions in the world, all are 
not in the righe, how'will you know » hich is the 
true Religion, which is che falſe ? This you cannar 
diſcern by any imprinted law or. light bf nacure 
(unleſs excited by Art and induſtry ) which is 
in ſome meaſure common toall men that are nor 
natural fools, and Madmen , ſtupid inconfiderate 
wretches , or debauched bruirs, whoſe reaſon is 
funk down into groſs Senſuality. as 
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D#b.- Tisvery-true, if the meer light of n4- 


ture were ſufficient ro poinc out the true Religi- 
on, 1 am n2t able'ro ſay why ſo ' Sober men; 
er Ir - tn _ , Who ——_ 

uc r on, and judgmenc fo 
ſtrangely differ abouc it. | 

Firm, I believe you cannot , nor yer why 
Jewes and Pagans did offer up bloody Sactifices 
totheſe Deirys, rhey worſhipped. Does any lighe 
of nature make ir rational chat the Gods ſhould 
be pleaſed wich che blood of poor innocenrBeaſis? 
or is it rational to imagine thar they ſhould de* 
lighr in humane cactifies ? 


Dab. 1 muſt acknowledge I do not underſtand, 
how the light of nature ſhould teach men,rhat ſuch 
Sacrifices ſhould pleaſe the Gods. I have often | 
wondered at this part of worſhip uſed by Jews, 
and Genciles; pray Sir, give your ſelfe the trouble, | 
ol informing me whence this praQiſe ſprang ? 

Firm, You are ſatisfied rhat it had not its ori- | 
$nal from the lighc of nature ; for albeic , ſome 

ind of Sacrifices as Prayers, praiſes, alms-deeds , 
and it may be the offering of the Fruits of the 
Earth, Deo datori, to God that gave them, might 
ſpring- from that light, yer the Sacrificing of 
Beaſts was never ſhewed , to -Jew or Gentile by 
natures Candle, but was after che fall of man, ap- | 
pointed by Almighty God to prefigure the Grand 

itiatory Sacrifice, which was to be made by 
the blood of him, that was the lamb lain from rhe 
foundarion of the world, which the Devil (who is 
rearmed Gods Ape) taught his ſeryancs the _ | 
| eis 


——_ —_ ww . 
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tils roimitate, who had hy te but not the ker. 

nel, the ſhadow, but nor ſubſtance , the out- 

_ rice, but not Chriſt crucified, repreſented 
y It 


Dub. 1fdoacknowledg that the Sacrificing of 
beafts came nor from the light of naturez and you 
ſeem-to make ir probable that *was from divine re- 
velation, and poſitive inſtitution, 


Firm, You will be better ſatisfied, when you 
ſhall conſider , T har the founders of all Religions 
in the world, did pretend to Revelations , Numa, 
Lycurgus, Mahomet, &c, which the devil raughr 
chem to do in imitation of Hoſes and the reit of 
che boly Prophers, who ſpake as they were moved 
by God. 2, Pet. 1. 20. 


Now there being but FourReligions in the world, 
Judaiſm, Chriſtiamty, P agan;ſns , and Mahomea 
tiſm ; If I ſhall prove unto you that Chriſtramity, 
(whoſe rule and foundation is the holy Scripture) 
is the only crue Religion,and the other Three falſe, 
I hope you will gratn that the foundation on 
which ic ſtands is the truce Revelation#and conſe - 
quently that the Scripture is no invention of man, 
bur given by Inſpicatien and Reyelation from God, 
which is che ſumm of my firſt Argument. 


Dub. If you can prove that the other Three 
Religions are falſe , "twill neceffanly follow, . 
that the Revelations to - which they pretend are 
likwiſe falſe, 


Firm. This I hall eafily do; beginning with 
Paganiſm , which conſis in the worſhiping - 
D l 
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the Crextures, 1,The Sun, Moon, and'all the Hoſt 
of Heaven; 2. dead men; that” called $4- 
baiſme, this Tellemſme , from the nations that 
firſt uſed theſe modes of worſhip, of both which 
we have a ſhore account , 1m the book of Wiſ- 
dome, chap. 13.and 14. but more jully in Yoſ. 
ſons de [dolarria andin the Author of the Gen- 
tile Court, who hath mad? uſe of divers excel- 
lent men, that have wrote of this SubjeR. 


That this Religion of Pagans was againſt the 
* law, and light of nature , both in reſpe& of 
the things worſhipped, and alſo in reſpe& of 
the abominable Kites and Ceremonies , any 
man thae has the leaſt ſparke of rhat light re. 
maining in him, may ealily diſcern. 


Firſt, The things worſhipped were the Crea. 
wres , ſome of them that never had life, 0- 
thers that once lived but are now dead, 
whoſe ghoſts or Mares, the Heathens imagi- 
ned to be confined to their Idols; whereas 
no Creature can be capable of Religious wot- 
(ip ; for 'tis repugnant toall right reaſon, that 
one Creature ſhould thus worſhip anothe r,God 
alone being rhe proper objzet of ſuch wor. 
ſhip, becauſe in bim we live, move , and 
have our being , and he ir is that gives us lite 
and breath, and all things ; therefore Deo dators, 
to God the Creator, and giver of all good things, 
all religious worſhip is only due. 


Beſides ſome of the wiſer Heathens, ac- 
knowledg that there could be bur one God 3 
*Tas 


BH 


"vas 2 common ſaying amongſt them, dicite 
plures, dicite nullum , 'is all one to-ſay there 
' are Many Gods, as to ſay there is no God, 
for the notion which they had of God , was 
that he was ens i»finitum , a being of infinite 
power and perfe&ion; but natural reaſon ſhew- 
ed them that there could be but one infi- 
nite , becauſe infinite power, and infinite per- 
feion , comprehends all power and perfeRi- 
On , and therefore it cannot be communicated to 
many , or more then one, 


Secondly, Their Rites and Ceremonies 
were ſo ridiculous, and ſo filthy, chat the A 

file tiles them abominable Idolatries , "tis a- 
gaint the rules of Chriſtian modeſty , eicher 
to hear or ſpeak of them, He that defires to 
ſee Paganiſm ſmartly and ſolidly confured , 
let him peruſe che antient Fathers, Lattartie 
* , eArnbiu, Minutins felix ," Euſebiue, Cle- 
mens Alexandrinm , St, Argnſtine de Croitate 
Do, &c. ': * 


Dwxb, I alwaies conceived Paganiſm , tobe a 
moſt vain and vile ſuperſtition , contrary to rhe 
very light of nature, and Lam no better per* 
ſvaded of Mahometiſm , however 1 defite ts 
hear your reaſons againſt 1. 


Firm, You may pleaſe to receive them thus ; 
my firſt reaſon ſhall be taken from rhe novel- 
ty of , it being not much above a Thouſand 
. years lince that falſe Prophet Mahomet pub- 
liſhed his rapſody of nonſence , fabulow fitions, 
and damnable Blaſphemys to the world, 

D 2 Ficlt, 
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Firſt, From which I thus argue , truth is 
before falſehood, 11/ud verum quod antiquum ; ſee- 
ing the world is now above 5500 years old , and 
ſeeing Religion has been practiſed in it from the 
Creation , tis abſurd to imagine, there was no 
crue Religion before Mahomet, or chat the in- 
finire goodneſs and wiſdom of God, ſhould ſuf*= 
fer groſs errors to infe& the whole world ar leaſt 
3000 years before the true worſhip of his holy 
name was known unto men, 


Secondly, Mahometiſm is a' mixture of ſu- 
daiſm, Hereſy , and Paganiſm, wich ſome ſprink- 


lings of Chriſtianity , A bundle of ridiculous . 


fables, prodigious lies, as is evident to any that 
ſhall peruſe the Alcoran. 


Thirdly, *Twas propagated by the Sword, and 
ſuch carnal weapons, by ſenſual motives , and 
promiſes of fleſhly pleaſures , ro be injoyed by 
all thoſe that ſhould be followers of that grand 
impoſtor, which are ſo unworthy of the rational 
ſoul , that they cannot be called the cords of 
man, bur are only proper alluremenrs for thoſe 
whoſe feaſon is ſunk down into brutiſh ſenſuality. 


Dub. Theſe reaſons do ſufficiently manifeſt 
the folly and falſeneſs of this new or rather no 
Religion, buc pray you inform me why you rank 
Judaiſm in the number of falſe religions, ſeeing 
eis grounded on the Scripturs of the Old Teſta- 
ment,which you beleive to be adivincRevelation, 


Firm, When 1 reckon Jadaiſm among falſe 
Religions , I mean only chat religion which is 
Pi0e 


PIO —_—— cc au. ooo £A — AMS aan AXE aq 


[ 37 ] 


' profeſſed by the modern Jews,nnder & againſt the 
Goſpel, nor that which their forefathers under 
the law lived and died in. Since the fall of Adam 
unto the end of the world there was and ſhall be 
bur one true —_—_— conliſting of Repentance 
from dead works, holy obedience, and faith in Je- 
ſus Chriſt ; ſo that the fathers before the law, the 
Iſraelites under the law, the Chriſtians under the 
Goſpel, were and are of one and the ſame Religi- 
on, for the ſubſtance of it , 1 Cor. 10.1.2. 3, they 
did believe in Chriſt ro come, the Chrithans do 
believe thar he is already come ; to them he was 
vailed in Types and ſhadows. to us he is revealed, 
and thoſe ſhadows are vaniſhed ar the rifing. of 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs avith healing in his 
Wings. 


Dub. By what you have ſaid 'tis evident, thar 
all Religions that are and ever were in the world, 
(except the Jewiſh under the law and the Chri. 
ſian under the Goſpel, which are for ſubſtance the 
very ſame) are utterly falſe , and conſequently 
their pretended Revelations, on which they are 
builr, the inventions of men and Satanical Deluſi- 
ons ; and that the Chriſtian and the antient Jew- 
iſh being che = true Religion , it muſt follow 
that the Old and New Teftament is the only cer- 
tain and divine Revelation ; your Argument ap- 
peares tobe very concluding, I pray you proceed. 


Firm, My ſecond argument fhall be taken 
from the excellency and reaſonableneſs of Chr1- 
ſhan Religion, 

Firſt, This Religion is moſt holy and fpirnuall, 
reſolving 
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reſolving it ſelfe into moſt excellent principles 
and ends; the'Glorifying of God and humbling 
man , pointing * out unto us the molt divine and 
heavenly life in the love and ſervice of our Crea- 
tor, in the dedication and devotion of our ſouls 
unto him, in whom we live move and have our be- 
ing, placing our felicity in ſpiritual , not in 
* flethly pleaſurs, rhe rule of it (being holy ſcrip- 
cure) contains laivs molt holy, moſt pure , moſt 
righ reous, Let all the world if they can anſwer the 
chalenge made by Moſes, Den. 4. 8, what nation ts 
there ſo great that has Statues and judgments ſo 
Righteors, as all t he Law which is ſet before you this 
day ? which as to their clearneſs are highly im- 
fre under the Goſpel, engaging us upon 

igher and more heavenly motives : thoſe under 
the Law being for the moſt part Temporal , to deny 
all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts , to live Soberly, 
Righteouſly, and Godly in this preſent world, Tit. 2, 
* x2. There isno virtue which Chriſtian Religion 
© commendeth not, no duty which it commanderh 
© not, no vice, no fin, which it does not condemn z 
© no Religion , dothy ſo much condemn Pride , 
© worldly-mindedneſs, ſenſuality, filthy luſts , a 
* poore, private, narrow Spirir, ſelfiſhneſs, as this, 
© no Religion doth ſo much commend humility, 
© meekneſs, ſelfe-denyal , charity, peace, unity 3 
© no \eligion doch ſo much exalt reaſon above 
© paſſion and ſence, doth ſo much enoble the Spi- 
© rit of man , making it co look upon the Riches 
© honors pleaſures of the world , as ſo many vain 
© ſhadows, deluding dreams, tranſitory nothin S3 


* the great deſign of ir is not carnal and worldly, 
[ 
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but high and heavenly, a5 to ſet forth t1e Glo! \ 
«© of God, to lifr up the Soul above the Crearure, 
© ro lead man by the way of holyneſs to everlaſitng 
© happineſs. 

This Religion gives us the higheſt motives: 407 
{ the fincere praRtiſe of Viery , and all manner of 
«virtuous living chat poſſible can be, the pleatuces 
© of an holy life here, the enjoyment, of everlatung 
© happineſs hereafrer ; it gives the {{;gpgeli reaſons 
© againſt the power of remprations, teagbing us /to 
© mortifte the luſts of the fleſh,and to contemn the 
© vanities of the world, putting the joyes of Hea- 
© yen, the torments of Hell,the love of God in the 
© ballance,againkt the pleaſures of Gn, which are no 
more then a feather tothe maſly glob of the earth. 


© Laſtly,Chrifttan Religion from holyScripture,” 
© on Which 'tis founded, dorh reveal unto us the 
© nature, attributes, and works-of God, beyond all 
© the Religions that ever were in the world ; how 
*doth it magnifie and reconcile the juſtice and 
*mercy of God towards ſinful man.? How doch ic 
*ſer forth the infinite power and wiſdom of God, 
*1n making the world of norhing,in ſach an excel- 
© lent form and beauty,which has drawn all confi- 
. £'ns men into an admiration of the 20odly fa- 
©bAck of it? Yer the muſt acute Philcſphers 
© were ata loſs how and when *erwas made,vvhether 
* rwas from all eternity,or had a beginning in time; 
* whether "was made of preexifient matter, or of 
* the fortuitrons concourſe of Atoms ; which.fond 
© opinions deſerve not any ſerious confutation, 
* But the holy Scripture dorh clearly ſolve all 
* theſe doubts;& is indeed the belt Coment on the 
© book 
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© book of Nature, and doth give ſuch an account of 
© the original of the world, the time and method of 
© its produRtion,the peopling of nations, the confu- 
© honof languages,the depravation of nature,which 
© the Heathens underſtanding not, fancied two 
* principals, one good,che other evil; from which 
© all the good and evil in the world did proceed, 
© Mans recovery by the ſacrificing of the Son. of 
*God,for wanc of the knowledge and belief chere- 
© of, all che bloody ſacrifices praRtiſed by rhe Hea.. 
© thens, were meer Impoſtures, and ridiculous no- 
*things; rheſe,and divers other myſteries far above 
© mans capacity to deviſe,and not within the com- 
© paſs of natural corrupt reaſon,are made plain un- 
© ro us by Scripture Revelation; which does abun» 
© dantly prove that none bur an infinite God could 
© be Aurhour of this Divine Revelation, of which 
© choſe of che Heathens,& that of Mahomer, were 
© ſo many apiſh imications & diabolical cheats. 


Dxb. I am fully ſatisfied by the charaRers which 
you have given of cheReligion in praftiſe with the 
people of God(eſpecially with the Chriftians)char 
che rule and meaſure of ir muſt be from heaven & 
not from men, and conſequently thar all holy 
Scripture is divinely inſpired,& is the word of the 
erernal God. 

Firm, I could further acquaint you with many 
More reaſons to confirm you in this great truth, 
which are common in every Authour thar treats of 
1t;as namely rhe Antiquity of holy Scripture, ſome 
parc of ir being before all writings ; the continu- 
ince of ir by an extraordinary providence,notwith- 
(tanding the rage and malice of crael bloody per- 
ſecutors, 
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ſecutors,the lincerity, imparriality, candour, fim. 
plicicy of irs writers, quibhus nullums fuit mendac ti 
premum, they had no earchly motives to perſwade 
them tourrer ſuch forgeries(as Atheiſt deem them 
to be)nothing but bonds and impriſonments,lofles 
of goods ard lives. Again it mult be acknowledged, 
char the Pen-men of the Scripture,were very good 
men, or very bad, (for men of a cold dency 
they could nor be.) If they were very good men, 
they would never have conſpired together, to pur 
ſuch 2 cheat , ſuch+a grand impoſture upon the 
workd{a Anti-Scripturilis wou!d have the word 
of God to be. ) If very bad,they would never have 
wrot with ſo much zeal, and earneſineſs againſt all 
manner of wickedneſs,and eſpecially,againſt Lying 
and Hypocrifie. Certainly they would never have 
expoſed themſelves, to hazard lives and fortunes 
for no other reward, then tobe eſteemed both 
Knaves and Fools by all prudent men. Add ro this 
that Lyess and Chears do not uſually agree one 
with the other ; bur there is ſuch a ſveer harmony 
& conſent berwixrt the Pen-men of Holy wrir,tho 
they lived at ſo great a diſtance from one another, 
that queſtionleſs they were a&ed by ane and the 
ſame infallible ſpiric. 


Laſtly, The averſneſs,the ſlowneſs that is in our 
corrupt hearrs to believe all rhar is written in che 
Law and the Prophets, Luke 24. 25. aifing from 
rhat contrariety Which is berwixt the holy and ſp. 
ritual word of God, and our carnal and depraved 
minds,is no ſmall proof of rhe truth of it ,, for 'ris 
otherwiſe impoſſible to render any ration! ac. 
count, why we ſhould doubr,or disbeleve this (a- 

cred 
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cred word,and never once queſtion the truth of or- 
dinary and common Hiſtories,which are conveyed 
down unto us, not with the tenth pare of that evi- 
dence which we have of the trurh of holy Scrip- 
ture, 


Bur waving theſe reaſons, I ſhall only mention 
Two of thebeit which are urged againſt Infidelity, 
to bring up the reer of my diſcourſe. The Firſt 
whereof ſhall be taken from the fulfilling of Pro. 
pheſies; theother from Miracles, which ate the 
Seals of this our Magna Charts, 


Dab. Tho am ſufficiently confirmed in the 
eruth of this great principle, by what you have al. 
ready ſaid, yer I would moſt gladly hear your Ar- 
guments from P ropheſies and Miracles. 


Firm, Firſt for Prophefies, I ſhall acquaint you 
with ſome few out of the Old Teſtamenr,to which 
your own reading may ſuggeſt many more, which 
_ exaly fulfilled according as they were fore- 
cold, 


D#b. Did not Aftrologers,and Heathen Oracles 
forerel many things that came to paſs as they were 
foretold ? | 


Firm, 1 grant it; but fear what judgment 3? 
learned Heathen paſſes upon them. The Gods 
do fFetel @me natural things to come , for that 
they obſerve the order & conjunRion of their na- 
tural cauſes,bur of things that are contingent, or 
ſuch as do depend upon the will of man, they have 
bur conjeAures and do often times lie,and deceive 
us in both kinds, for as natural chings are variable 
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ſo'much more the will of man ; Porphyriue 116, de 
Reſp. & orae, cited by Parſons in his Keſohpag.62. 


Dub. This t<Rimony of Porphyrius being an 
Heathen and a grearenemy to Chriſtianity is very 
confiderable, and experience ſhews it co be very 
erue, for Oracles have deceived many ; and we ſee 
that Aſtrologers ; can give no certain prediions 
concerning the weather which depends upon natu- 
ral cauſes ; and therefore I defire you to theiv me, 
if you can , any Propkefies of Scripture, that are 
more certain, 


Firm, I (hall begin with that of: Abrahars , 
concerning his poſterities inheriting the Land of 
promiſe ; of their ſervitude in a ſtrange Land; of 
their mighty deliverance 400 years before it came 
to paſs, you may for this compare ; Cem. 15. 13, 
14. &c, with Exod. 12, | 

Second, Jacob being in Fyypt on his death bed, 
prophelied thus of his $on Judah, that the Sceprecr 
ſhould. not depart from him, until Shi/s came, 
which fell our accordingly at the birth of our Savi- 
our, at Which time rhe Scepter was in the hand of 
a tranger, Herod by name, and rhen, and nor call 
then, 1t finally deparred from Fuda. 


Third, Twas Prophefied of Joj44 300 years 
before he was born, that he ſhould deliroy the Al*- 
tar at Bethel. 1. Kings, 13, which was exactly full- 
filled, 2. Kings, 23. | 


Fourth, You may ſee how punRual the Pro- 
pher 1ſaiahis 1n forrelling the nativity, the life, 
the pafſion of our bleſſed Saviour, in ſo much thar 
he 
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he writeth more like an Hiſtorian then a ro , 
2 alſo how he forerells the deftruftion of Hiers- 
ſalew, and the gue Q—__ che Jews by, 
and under,the 5«bylowaxs, and then the deſtru. 
on of the Babylomans and the rebuilding of Hiers- 
ſalem , by Cyrus 200 years before he was born; the 
ſame was foretold by Feremy, about a 100 years 
after Iſaiah, and theſe Prophecies were ſo famous, 
and ſo certainly believed , am the Jews in 
therime of their captivity, that when the time of 
cheir expiration drew near ; Dane! thus writeth 
of himſelf ; In the firſt year of Darine, I Dame 
underſtood in the Scripture, themumber of che 70 
years, &c. Dan, 9.1. 


Neither did the Jews only underſtand and be+ 
heve this Prophecy, bur Cyr» himſelfe an Hea- 
chen: which was his great inducement to reſtore 
the Jews and rebuild che Temple at his own 
proper charges ; Ezra, 1. And Heathen Hiſtorians 
confeſs as much, 


Fifth, The Prophecy of Damel,concerning the 
four great Monatchies , is ſo clear and evident, ſo 
diſtinaly deſcribed as if he had lived in chem all, 
Das, 2. and Das, $, how alſo he foretold the 
coming and ſuffering of the Meſſias after 70 
weeks , Cap. 9. many more of ſuch Prophecies 
might be alleaged, bur cheſe are abundantly ſufff- 
cient, to atteſt che divine authority of Scripture. 


Dab. Tis very true if you could prove there 
_—_—_ ſuch Prophers , or Prophecys in the 
world, 


Firm, 
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Firm, What proof do you expe& ? will you be- 
lieve nothing bur whar you ſee with your own cies? 


Dub. That were irrational, if you can prove 
by a certain tradition , that there were ever ſuch 
Prophecies, delivered by ſuch men, as you name, 
I ſhall afſent unto them. 


Firm, This I ſhall perform; firſt from rhe 
whole nation of the Jews, which have delivered 
chem from Father co Son , down along for many 
oeneration 3 do you think that a people ſo carefull 
and diligent in the keeping and tranſcribing their 
records, could, or would agree together , upon no 
worldly intereſt at all, yea even tothe hazard of 
their lives, and fortunes to abuſe themſelves and 
their poſtenty ? 


Db. I confeſs 'tis not very probable; bur have 
you any other proof, for the certainty of theſe 
Prophecyes ? 


Firm, Yes, From the Teſtimony of very Hea- 
thens:'Tis ſaid by Soma 1, de Antiq. F«d, 
cap 4. that the publick writings of the Syreans , 
Chaldeans, Phenicians , Grecians , are ſufficient 
to ceſtifie the nciquity » eruth, authority , and 
certainity , of Holy Scriptures , if there were 
no orher proofe in the world befide. There is 
ſcarce a memorableÞaflage in the Old Telſta- 
ment bur *cis ment by ſome Heathen 
, Writer , as the Creation of the world , Noah's 
Flood , the Confuſion of Tongaes, the Child» 
ren of 1ſraels living in, and coming our of the 
land of Egyps , che writings of Moſes , the 
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Babyloniſh Captivity, &c. as you may fee 1n 
Euſeb. -Gretins , deverit Chriſt, Relig. Parſons 
Reſol, Cap. 3.lib, 1. part. I, 


Dab. | Indeed a Teſtimony from an adverſary 
is beyondall exception, I reſt ſatisfied with whar 
you have ſaid, for the Aurhoricy of the Old Te- 
ttament; have you any thing to-ſay for the New, 
more then what you have ſaid in general for them 
both rogerther ? 


Firw, Yes; Ihave the miracles of our Savi* 
our, and his blefſed Apoſtles , wrought for che 
confirmation of what they taught, acknoledged by 
Heachens, Grot: de ver. Ghris, Relig. Behdes if 
you aſſent to the Divine Authority of rhe Old 
Teſtament, you muſt acknowiedg the Divinity of 
che New,which is for the moſt part, nothing elſe 
but an explication of the Old, and che hiſtory: of 
thoſe Propheſies, now fullfilled, which were deli- 
vered by the Prophets, who lived in the time of 
the law, 

You may add to this the miraculous preſervation 
of both Teltamencs,nor withſtanding the malice of 
perſecuting Heachens ; who uſed all arts of cru- 
elty to extinguiſh them ; the propagation of the 
Chriſtian Religion, into ſo many parts of the pre® 
Jjudicating world, withour yea contrary to all 
carnal force and worldly inteRR, by a few ſimple 
unlearned men, which if twas done without a[Mi- 
racle, was one of the greate't Miracles that ever 
we read of. To this may be added rhe oppoſition 
of many ſubtil Herericks ., who never durft ſo 
much as. queſtion che Authoricy of my 

us 
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bur rather betook themſelves to their own falſe 
oloſſes , that they might ſhift of choſe clear cexrs 
which made againſt them ; wheregs ic had been a 
more Compendious way to have utterly denyed 
them , if their impudence had been ſo great , as 
to oppoſe the general belief,of thoſe times where- 
in they lived. | 


Db. Tho I am ſufficiently convinced, of the di- 
vine Authority of che Scripture,apd of the truth of 
thoſe Miracles which were wronghrt by Chriſt and 
his Apeſiles for the confirmation of what they 
caught z yer to' remove all ſcruples that may be 
made againſt chem, I ſhall defire to be more fully 
ſatisfied in two exceprions that are urged by Antt- 
ſcripruriſts, 


1. That they were no true Miracles, 


2+ Thar we have no cettainty that there were 
ever ſuch perſons in the'world- as' Chniſt and (his 
Apoſiles, or that they ever wrought ſuch mighty 
works as are recorded of them in the New Teſta- 
ment. 


Firm. That there were ſuch perſons in the 
world as Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that they wroughs 
thoſe Miracles which are mentioned in the Hiſto- 
ry of them,both Jews and Gentiles, (ſworn ene- 
mies ro Chriftianity, } acknowledg , bug beſides 
their Teſtimony (which beipg from adverſaryes 
Is cogent ) we have the tradition of the Ca- 
ctholtek Church in all ages, and mot places of the 
world, for 1600 years and upwards ; and as he that 
will go up by the fide of the River will art laſt 
come 
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eome to the head and fountain of it ; ſo he that 
ſhall aſcend through che ſeveral Cencuries of che 
Church , will laſt infallibly come to the head 
of it Chriſt Feſus ; to the place of his Nativity : 
his Preaching and mighry Works that he did; 
his birrer death and bloody paſſion ; or if he ſhall 
deſcend from Chriſt, through the ſame Centuries, 
down to this preſent time , he may be farr more 
certain, of the bith, and life, and works, and ſuf= 
ferings of this our beſſed Saviour, of the writi 

of the Holy Evangeliſts, and Apoſiles , then that 
there have been ſuch men in the world as Alexand- 


er the great, Julims Ceſar, Pompey, Scipio, Han 


mbal, of the Warrs, and noble Acheivemencs tna* 
naged by them, ot William the Conquerour, the 
Barons Watrs, and yet none but a fool or a mad 
man, or one that has vowed to believe no farther 
che@n whar he can ſee with his own eyes,will doubt 
cf rheſe ; for char che tradition which conveys 
the fame of cheſe Worthies , and their Aions 
down unto us, is nothing ſo general as that of the 
Catholick Church, neither is ic at all praRical,bur 
purely hiſtorical,wherein we are no ar all concern- 
ed,whether or no the things reported of thoſe no- 
ble warriours be true or falſe. 


Dub. He that will not affent to whar is deliver- 
ed by univerſal Tradirion,takes away the uſe of one 
of rhe moſt noble Sciences in che world, viz. Hiſto- 
Iy ; and wants rather a Cudgelchen at Ar ne 
bo confure him. Tis evident by undeniable iti 
on, that there were ſuch perſons as Chriſt and his 
Apoliles , that thay did great and marveileus 
things, but how ſhall we know whether che rw 
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which they did were true miracles? rey tis ve 
ry difficulego know what is true and what 16 ar 
impoſtare. 


Firm. Tho at preſent this niay appear diffi- 
cult co you, yet I hope I ſhall make this difference 
as manifeſt to you,as is thac which is berwixcGold 
and drofſe. And here 1 will not trouble you witli 
the niceties of the ſchoolemen betwixt miram & 
wiraculum , that a true miracle is ardunum , ins 
folicum, ſupra vim nature, hard , unuſuall, 
and above the power of nature z© that it differs. 
from a talle one in the efficient , material, and 
formall cauſe, which is5gnotum per ignotimna. 


But to wave ſuch ſubtilties, a true miracle 
may be known from a falſe one, 


1. By the ſdcceſſe; as Exod, 7. 13, tis ſaid 
Aarons rod ſwallowed up thoſe of the ſorcerers; 
ahd in the primitive times, tis cleare how the mi- 
racles wrought by the Apoſtles, ſwallowed up in 
eftc all falle-ones, done by ſatans Inſtruments; 
how ( notwithſtanding all thoſe lying wonders, 
wrought by Simon” Magus , Apollonixa, -and 0s 
thers-/ the prejudicating world was brouphe over 
from Idolatry and ſuperſtition , to etribrace pbor 
perſecuted Chriftianity , by thoſe true miracles z 
which otherwiſe bad been the greateſt miracle iri 
the world. EN 


2, 'A true miracle may be known from that 
whictris a jugle or impoſture,, by the defign or 
end of it, which is for the confirmation of a di- 
vice revelation , $0 bring mea over to ghe Worry 
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of the true God, to propagnte the true Religion, 
the end of falſe ones is todraw men from this wor- 
ſhip, which noce of difference God himfelf has 
ſamp'd upon falle miracles, Dewt. 13, 


Dab. But doe not yon now run into the ſame 
errour which you fo {ately condemned in others? 
for by what you bave ſaid I maſtfirft know which 
is the crue Religion , before I ean know which is 
a true miracle, and ſurely then there will be no 
uſe of miracles, to confirme me in the truth , of 
what 1 knew before. 


Firm; there is a mutual! confirmation , betwixt 
the true religion, and a true miracle; true Re- 
Iipion does grve light to miracles, theſe do ſeal 
and confirm that Religion. We fee that 8ll difcur- 
five knowledge, does ariſe from ſome precedent 
knowledge , untill we aſcend co ſuch principles, 
that ave clear to the light of nature , now evident 
it is to natural realon, that there is a God, Crea-» 
tour of all-things; that there is but one God, 
that this one God ovght to be religioufly wor- 
ſhipped , the intelligent and learned heathens, 
have acknowledged all theſe ; . Again *tis evideac 
that there were never bur four general Religi- 
Ons in the world, Paganiſme, Turciſme, Judaiſme 
and Chiiſtianity,and I chink I have already made 
it wanifeſt,thar of all cheſeReligions, none isþ{o 18- 
tional or ſuch a reaſonable ſervice,as is that of the 
Chriftian,which for the ſubſtanee of ic is the oldeſt 
of all orhers, being the fame which was practi- 
ſed;'by the fathers both before and after the flood, 
fot rhe ſpirituality , morality, and unity 5 = 
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God-heaf worſhipped, 'tis exceflent beyond all 
athers , moſt agreeable ro the Cominon principles 
and notices of the reaſonsble Soul. 


Here uponany ſerious ſober man , fnay con- 
clude tbat all cheſe miracles which have been t- 
tempted to draw men from Chriſtianity, are bur 
metre impoſipres, and thoſe that have been 
wrought for the confirmation of it , wherein one 
trye God of infinite majeſty, wiſdome, power,and 
glory , is worſhippedin ſpirit atid truth, are the 
only true miredes. 


Dub.Pray Sir excuſe me this unneceſſary tfouble 
which 1 have given you; for by what you h:d 
ſaid before concerning , the {ypereminent excel- 
lency of the Chriſtian Religion , above all 0- 
thers, 1 might have ſeen the force of your reaſo- 
ning, which { a+] conceive \ ſtands thus; If the 
Chriſtian Religion he the only true Religion,then 
thoſe miracles wbith were wrought for the Cog- 
firmation of it ; Ate the only true micacles. . 


Firm, You rightly conclude:1 ſha!l therefote 
proceed to the third note or marke ofa tric 
tmrecle, and that is the effe& and conſequent of 
Juch a mirgcle, which is thedrawing of the mind 
ſromfiv to-Ged,, the primitive Chriſtians much 
anfiſted on this as 2n urdowbred evidence of ttc 
M1racles wrought by:Chrift, thar ghev were done 
by divine power , becauſe the effe& that foltouy- 
ed them was the worke of converſion of Souls 
$0mfi and 1do's, to Go&and Chriſt, and ajif 
true piety and fiolinefle of liſe; they tended itiain, 
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ly to the overthrow of Satans Kingdome. Chrift 
dy his miracles did not only diſpoſeſle Satan out 
of mens bodies , bnt out of his Temples ; upon 
this accoynt he convinces theScribes and Phart- 
ſes , of molt irrational blaſphemy,when they ob- 
jected againſt him, that he did caſt our devills by 
the power of the devill; bur he replyed, ever 

King dome divided apainit ic ſelfe cannot (tand. 
Mat. 12 25. F 


Beſides, Chriits dgRrine, which he confirmed 
by miraclcs, was in every thing contyary to the 
devils deſign ; which was to draw men from the 
worſhip of the true God , tbat himſelf might be 
worſhiped, to inſnare men in thepraRiſe ot the 
vreatelt wickedneſſe under a pretence of Religi- 
0D, as is very obſetvable in jall heathen myſteries; 
which indeed were very myſteries of iniquity , 
abominable Idolatry , not. to be named to modeſt 
eares, Dr. Stillingfleets Orig. Sac. lib. 2, Cap. 
10, | 

4. True miratles differ from diabolicall im 
poſtures,in tbree-particolars, 7. in the manner 
of cher working, 2. their number, . 3, the quas 
lity of things wrought by chem. 


1, The impoſtures of Satan were done by'a 
great dea! of pomp.and Ceremony, magical rires, 
chatres and medicines : what Chriſt did was 
with a words {peaking , yea 'by the very touch 
oi Ins garment. + 


” 2, Fot their number , thoſe Satanica)l jug- 
lixgs gere' comparatively very. few ; there were 


not 
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nobmany that were cured by the devill and his 
intrumeacs ; bur Chriſt cured whole multitudes, 
and that not in the Reveſtryes of the cerople, 
where fraud and impoliure might be ealily ſuſpe- 
cd, but 1n the preſence of the people, Arnobias's 
objection againſt the Gentiles is very rationall , 
what wonder is it to ſhew- one or two cured ? 
when thouiands lie continually in your temples 
languiſhing for want of cure, which du even 
weary your God Eſculapivs with prayers aud 
teares , bur could have no helpe trom bim , with 
all cheir importunities.. * 


3. For the quality of things pretended to be 
done by miracles ; the cures among the heathens 
were ſome ſlight things , ia Compariſon of thoſe 
performed by Chriſt : what, beachen jugler did 
ever open the eyes of any man that was born 
blind, make the dumb to ſpeak, the lame to 
walke, . or raiſe the dead by a words ſpeaking, or 
by a touch of the band ? See Dr. $15/lingfleets Cook 
before cited. 


' There is one other argument made uſe of by 
the learned. Dr.. Hammond, in bis traQ ot the 
reaſovableneſſe of Chriſtian Religion, ( which a 
friend cauſed me co remember,) for the confirma- 
tion of che truth of this divine Revelation . This 
learned.man proves the miſſion and dorine of 
Jeſus Cbrift , from chat bigh reftimony , which 
God the father gave him, , by a voice iroum hea- 
ven, coming. out of the mid{t, of chunder;whbich 
way of Revelation was known to the Jews by the 
name of <P FA the daughter of a voice , and by 
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this God did three times give teſtimony um 0 
Chriſt, 1. immediatly after his baptiſm, 2. at 
bis rrans/iguration ; 3. 8 little befare- his death , 
and all in the preſence of ſufficient witneſſes; rbig 
reltimony of God the father given three ſeveral! 
times, dtd tally ratify che doRrine of Chriſt con- 
rained 1n the ſcriptures of the New Teſt#ment ; 
God gave the very ſame teſtimony to Moſes and 
his dottrine, and that in the ſighe and audience 
of mzay thouſands. Exod. 19; 16. , 


This 2/:s ofcen reminds the people of, eſpeci- 
all; Dear. 4. 32, 33. where be tells them char ne- 
yer any-pevple did heare che voice of God, out of 
the midſt of the fire, as they had done and this 
way of Revclation, ſeems to be fo ſuitable ro the 
area%nlt ri jeity of almighty God, and fo pecus 
liar Lobsm , that the devill, whoin other thmgy, 
:- Godt Are. never attempted to imitate God in 
this particular, nor d61 heheve ) he was ever #- 
te, Gog having reſtrained bim by [his omnipo» 
it 204,40 rejerved this way of Revelation p6- 
CH31: ty 0 himiciie. 


2».Your Diſcourſe hath been ſo rationalf, chat 
1 "Or ( as 417riypd } almoſt perfwaded to be a 
Cu-1:14n , but alrogether ſuch as you ate, as to 
c!:>(e rwo great principles 6f Chriſtianity , con- 
cerningehe being otGod,and np wy mg | 
,fholy Sctipture: and methinks I ſee 81! falfe Rel 


pions fail Azt on their taces, before theſe great 
eruchs, as Dagoen did beiore the Arke. 


Firm, No marviell , ſor he that doth firmly 
þclieve 
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believe that God is, and that the Scripture is his 
word , mult needs abominate thoſe falſe wor» 
ſhips, which are to extreamly contrary to his di- 
vine nature, and his moſt ſacred writ; but ſeeing 
you are ſo well perſwadeg of theſe principles, L 
ſhall not trouble you wich any more reaſons 
for che confirmation of them , onely if you ſhafl 
hereafter meer with any ſcoffing Acheiſt or inft» 
dell that ſhall deny either of them, you may for 
conclulion of all, preſſe npon bim this - dilemma 
or forked argument, Either *cis true chere is a 
God , and the Scripture is his word , or 'tis not 
true : ſuppoſe theſe things be not true, yer thou 
believeſt chem to be ſo, thou art onely in an er- 
rour for this ſhort ſpan of time; but what if they 
prove, undoutedly true, and thou doſt not be. 
lieve them, to beſo, then thou art eternally 
damned : now what a madneſſe is it for any man, 
for the avoiding of a ſeeming temporary errovr., 
to come witlnn the danger ofeverlaſting dampgy 
tion ? 

Dub. This argument might.ſtartle any Atheiſt 
and make him confider with, himſelfe how ſag 
his Condition will be, if cheſe «bings be ſo as ſo- 


lid and undenyable reaſons do demonſtrate, and 


yet he ſhould live and die an iphdell. O what 
will become of ſach.an one untoall eternity ?1 am 
fall of wonder and amazement, that feeing there 
are ſuch convincing reaſons againſt Atheiſmand 
infidelity , that there ſhould be any ſuch Crea 
tures upon. the face ofthe earth, when certainly 
there are none ſuch in hell , for the devill believes 
anderembls,  'E4 Firm. 
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Firm. You will ceaſe to wonder, whenyou 
ſhall rightly conſider, the certain reaſons of thoſe 
groſle errours , which are, 


1. Drollery and fooliſh jeſting, which renders 
men inconſiderate and mindleſſe , everiin the af- 
faires of the world , mtich more _in the things of 
Etermity : a man cbat is given to Droll, and jeſt, 
is uncapable of any ſerious bulineſle. 


2. Many men are men of ſhort diſcourſe, chey 
do not underſtand the force of an argument , by 
reaſon of the weakneſle of rheir diſcurſive facul- 
ty, which is alcopgether ruſty for want of ufe , 
Exerciſe, and ingenious education: though in the 
booke of nature, the eternall. power and Gods» 
head of tbe Almighty , be wrote-in large Chara- 
ers, yerevery one, cannot Read in that booke, 
no more then he that never went to ſchoole, can 
read"the Primer, halfe pſaker;or any buok of the 
faireſt princ. - 


Dub. This is true of many ſimple and illiterate 
men ; that are very brutes, not at all co be 
diſrioguiſhed from' rhe beaſts that periſh, but by 
the ere& figure of their bodies.:- their Rational 
ſoules , mean while -being ſunke downe-intb 
mere ſenſuality, fuch as bave nor God in all ther 
thoughts , they trouble not themſelves co thipk 
of him, either tbar be is , or 1s not :+ theſe di- 
generate Creatures do not concern - themſelves 
m-matters of Religion , bur (1 hope) you wik 
notſaychar che wicts of the time, are ſuch igng. 
rant Animals. 3%} 2201 | 

Firs 
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Firm. 1ſhgll not doubt to affirm ir, 'andthar 
for theſe reaſons. 7 


1. You may obſerve thar rteſe witty men 
are perſons of no ſerions or folid judgments , ef- 
pecially in things of bigheſt concernment : they 
are ſuch as ſpend their time in idleneſs, Drollery, 
vain Recreations; fo that albeit the Lord bas 
given them thoſe two great bookes to read in, 
chat of nature,and the holy ſcripture , yer they 
youchſate not to read or meditate npon either. 


- 2. Theyare under a judicial blindneſs; God 
has given them reaton and underſtanding, eyes 
that they roight ſee, hearts that they might un- 
derſtand; bur they wilfully ſhut their eyes a- 
gSainſt char light, and rheu by the juſt judgment 
of Almighty God, this light is taken from them; 
they are given up to blindneſs of mind, ' and bard- 
neſs of hearc, as were the antient heathens, 
Rom: 1. | 


3. Their lives are utterly contrary. to the 
holy nature of God , to his ſacred word: there 
is an antipathy,an emnicy berwixt their Debau- 
cherjes,rheir flthineſs, their profaneneſs, and bis 
_ moſt holy: laws, Row. 8. 7. every line , of i 
flyes in their faces, threatening chem with h 
and damnation : whereupon they cayil with, 
they quarrel] agaiolt it, they wiſh there' were 
neither God to puniſh. , . nor ſcriprure .to, threa- 
;ten Deſtruction againſt them , and ſo by in- 
ſenſible degrees , they are brought to think and 
ſay in their heart there is no God , 35 the foole 


did 
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did, Pſal. 14. ſo true is that of the poet ; quod 
wins miſers volunt, hoc facile credumt,the though's 
and imaginations of wretched mea are governed 
by their deſires , hate the light becauſe 
their deeds are evil , bh their underſtandings 
are convinced by unanſweareable arguments, 
and reaſons of the truth of theſe greac principles, 
yer they will not believe them , ſuch is the per- 
verſeneſs of their will, that it either blinds 
their mind , orelſe draws them againſt ſelf Con 
viction £0 believe a Lye, and to bold the con- 
clofion , againſt the moſt evident proofes and 
premiſes. 

Dw6. lam perſwaded, that you bave given 
very good reaſons , why ſo many are Atheiſts 
8nd infidels,and that the cheifeſt of them are irre. 
ligions and prophane livers , that praRtical A- 
theiſme- is the greateſt cauſe of that which is 
dogmaticall or Atheiſm in opinion. *Twas the 
foole that ſaid in his heart ; there was no God: 
firſt he ws a foole, j i, e. a firmer, and very 
wicked, he is diſcribed in that pſaltn;and thence 
he proceeded Atheiſt: a foole in practiſe, and 
then a fool in judgment, for tis moſt cereain , 


that a corrupt\, and wicked life, is the true pa», 


rent of a_— and vile opinions , from which 
by Gods bleſſing npon your good endeavoures, I 
am now delivered, and am fully perſwaded, that 
God is,and that he is a rewarder of all thoſe chat 
cy ſeeke him, chat the boly ſcripture is 
undoubtedly the word of God , and confequent- 
ly that the Chriſtian Religion, is the onely erue 


religr- 
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religion , hut obſerving that of thoſe who pro3 
ſels this Rekgion , there arc ſeverall parties, 
and tis not gokaows 40 you , that heretofore 1 
tave adbeced co the Chace of Rome, 1 world 
willingly learn from you , which party, they of 
Rome or we of England be moſt Orthodox aud 
Catholick, 


. fy 
Firm; Your demand isrationall, 1 ſhall moſt 
willingly Gratifie you init- ouely yoa mult give 
me leaveto negate cheſe Two queſtions to you, 
and let me receive your znſwdr ware chem at our 
nexc meeting, 


I. What Inducements you had to turne to the 
Church of Rome ? | | 


2. What-Readotts yott Fad to Feave it 2 


D«b. You muſt give me leave alſo, to. recol- 
le& my ſelfe , that Lv be the betret abte, ra 
give in my ariſuier £0 your Qurries, 


DIA: 


DIALOGVE 1Il, 


Hgainft 


POPERY. 


Firm: I oe you have well conſidered of the 
«# queRions which I lately propoſed unto 
you. | X 


«| Dub. To the fig] I returne this anſwer, My 
reaſons that induced me to adhere to the Church 


of Rome were thele. 


2, The Antiquity of that Church which has 
continued ever ſince the Apoſtles time , when 
by the teſtimony of Sr, Paul, ber faich was 
ſpoken of chronghout the world. Row. 1, 8. 


2+ The univerſality of it ; no Church has 
ſpread ic ſelf, ſo farr and nere upon the face of 
the earth, asthat of Rome. 


3: Her conſent in DoQrine with the primi- 
tive Church, 


4. The unity of it, nnder one infallible bead | 


which 
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which cannot err in poynt of faigh or tnannery) 
5 The ſanity of it's Doctrine , that 'trs free 
from errour in matters of taith, free from all 
immorality and improbity, in point of man- 
ners. 


6. The ſanQtity of life , in the authors , and 
firſt-fathers , of ghe Roman Religion : theſe 
were the chief motIves that cauled me to adhere 
to the Church of Rome. 


Firm. Indeed theſe are ſix of thoſe 15 notes 
which Bellarmine Lib: 4. de not. Fecle.and others 
of his perſwaſion appropriate to that Church ; 
but bad you not fome other inducements ? 
firlt a vicious life, and the cheap and eaſy pardon 
of your Sins upon confeſſion of them to a,prieſt, 
his abſolution and injunRion of a pitifull pes 
harice. 2dly,were you' not under ſome diſcontent 
for your preſent low Condition ?* or 3dly, were 
you not ambitious of preferment, deeming po- 
pery to b* a ready way to it ? or 4thly, were you 
not tickled with rheCunning extolling of your ex- 
cellent parts by Tome ſubtile Jeſuice , lamenting 
your ſad Condition, that a perſon of ſo rare en« 
dowments , ſhould be ſo miſerably » miſtakep in 
the great concern of your Soule , perſwading you 
that out of che Church chere- is no hope of. ſal- 
vation, and- that you being -no member ofthe 
Church of Rome, were palt all peradventure out 
of the Church, and unleſſe you returned to rhae 
Church, there could be no bope of your falva» 
tion ? or laſtly befoxe you ſet.up for the Church 
of Rome, were: you. ſerious: ad conſcientious 

| in 
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in any Religion ? for 'tis yery eaſy for one tbatis 
of no Religion , that makes no conſcience of big 
Waies, beipp allured with tbe joyes of beaven, 
and affrighted with the terrours ot Hell,to pitch 
upon any Religion,that c6nfidently promiſes 
thoſe,znd as confidently a freegome from tl ſe: 
and we know that Prieſts and [cſyjtes want REIN 
art inor impudence toperſwade filly wrerches, 
that bopes of Heaven, and deliverance from Hell 
are only to be found in their Church. 


D#b. Truely Sir ] am verily perſwaded, that 
many who bave left your Church ,and gore over 
to that of Rome, bave ſlupmbled ar ſuch firaws: 
bur you bave known me long, to be a man of no 
vitious life , no tnale Content , not ambitiousof 
honour or preferment, not apt to be poffed e. 
with a proud conceit of mine own parts, not col 
or careleſſe in point of Religion 3 bug the chiefe 
reaſons that moyed me to goe over to the 
Church of Rome, were thoſe before nameg, 
which made me believe that Church, to be the 
only true Catholick Church , out of which there 
could be no hope of ſalvation ; to theſe1beg 
Four anſwer. 

Firm. And you ſhall have it, 

I. The do@rine of the preſent Church of 
Rame which alone coulf denominate her enci- 
got ; Catbolick, and Apoſtolics)t;; is in ſeveral! 
weighty points quite contrary to holy ſcripture, 
neither ach it che generall conſent of the! fa- 
thers and PoRors of the Catbolick Church: the 
exeſcne Church. of Rome; j5'n0 more yy 

woar 


; 
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what ic once was, in the pureſt primitive times | 
than an old decrepit wan full of diſeaſes, Gour, 
Stone , Palſy, Droply , Scurvey , Blindneſle, 
Deaineſle , Wrinkles , and 2 Multirude of in- 
firmities, is the fame Strong, Handſome , Heal= 
thy Man, that be was when at twenty five or 
thirty years old. 


Dsb. Thd 1 bave ſometimes much reverenced 
the Church of Rome , for |ber antiquity , yer 
now 1 begin to doubt char chere are mapy Glea- 
ſes in the body of thax Church , many wrinkles 
in her face, which were not from the mniwp- 
bur not withita nding thoſe infirmities , *ris the 
ſame true Church as'cwas at the firſt plencerion, 
as the old decrepice man is the ſame man that e- 
yer be was for ſubſtance, 


Firm. ] deny not but that the Church of Rome 
is in ſome ſence the ſame it firſt was, in reſpeR 
of divers Articles it boids: but in re:pect of rhoſe 
groſs errours , it' now maintaines , *tis no more 
like what it Was, then the old decrepite diſeaſed 
man is like what he was in his younger dayes. 


Dxb. Y.ogr compariſon is very good and appo- 
ſie co the preſent Churchof Rome , which paſt 
diſpute is full of dangerousand deſperate diſcaſes, 
as 1 in partdo apprebend. Ipray you proceed 
to my other motive. 


Firm, The Church of Rome, is not ſo univer. 
{al as her diſciples boaſt of, neither in reſpet of 
_ or time. 

: .Iis the obſervationof a learned man, ms 
i 
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ifthe world were divided into 30 parts, 19 of 
them are heathens, 6 Mahomerans, and y. 
Chriſtiang,of which che Papilts are nor the one 
halfe, as Mr. Breirwood in his Enquires does de« 
monſtrate: 


2.” As to the univerſality oftime , the Church' 
of Rome cannot deduce her preſent tenents, from 
the beginning ot Chriſtianity , through the leve- 
ral ages or Centuryes: that it has continued a 
Church , from the firſt preaching of che Goſpell 
Ideny not; but that 'tis the ſame for purity of 

rine, as once. it was, is moſt falſe: for the 
antient Church of Rome , never caught worſhip - 
ing of images, praying co Saints, that monſtrous 
tranſubſtantiation, halte Communion, Praier in 
an unknowne tongue, and many more Ground- 
leſs fopperies , againſt Scripture , the general 
conſent of fathers , common ſence and reaſon, 


Dsb.. All this , I-am inclined to believe : but 
how could theſe errours -creepe - into a Church , 
which did ſo punRually obſerve tbe traditions of 


their forefacbers ? what tbe Church of Rome. 


now believes and teaches, it received from che 
Churcbtbar was ih the next age before ic , thac 
from we Church next before it, and ſoquite 
down to the Apoſtles times , as the Author of 
the Dialogues betwixt the Unckle and the Nephew, 
bath moſt learnedly demonſtrared, 
Firm. . Truly 'very learnedly, even as Zexo 
proveil there was no locall motion; you, have 
heard how Diogenes confured him by an .acular.. 
demon&ration 3 were not the Scribes and _— 
es, 
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Phariſes great pretenders to a Strict obſervation 
of the tradicions of their fathers? And yet we 
know how groſly they bad corrupted the law of 
AMeoſes , as is evident by our Saviours confutation 
of chem. 24ar. 5 . and in feverall other -placez, 


1 Dr.” Crakanethorp and other Learned pr « *- 

| ants do evidently ſhew, the beginning, «be 
progreſs of the Corruptions of the Church of 

| Rome , the manner ot their ſpting and Growth; 

but Suppoſe WE cannot punQually cell, the be- 
S1noing andproprels of ſuch and ſuch an errour, 

ſhall we therefore believe ic to be no errour? you 

walk fometimes in the fields , *ris evident ro your Crrviſe 
eyes {that the Graſſe and graine do grow , #5 
though you do not ſee chem move at all; ſome- *" f arr WF 
times you viſit a friend that is ſick of a Janguis * 
ſhing conſurnption; you ſee by infallible ſymp 

toms that your friend is in a deſperateCondition,' 

will you not believe bim to beſo, becauſe you 

cannot tell the time when,or the manner how, bis 

diſeaſe came upon him ? 


D#b 1 cannot be fo anreafonable; and by 
| what you have ſaid, my thirdreaſon falls ro/ the 
Ground , for the preſent Church of Rome has no 
agreement with the primitive ; bift is extreamly 
oppoſite, to it, in the points before named , be. 
ſides many others, I-pray It me hear what you cart 
lay againſt cheir unity; for tbey ſeem to be fiirm- 
ly united, under one infallible head the Pope. 


Firm, TtuelySir they do but ſeem ſo, for they 
ate miferably divided inthe great fundamentall 


trnoe emmy 
of 


F 
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of their faith, their iofallibilicy,and are'not they ve* 
ry unjuſt ro us to exaR our belieſe, of that, which 


lity of the they themſelves know not where to find ? for 


ſome ofthem tell us *cis fixed to the Popes chair 
ſome ſay 'tis to be found in a Generafl Councell, 
or; rs believe it to be in neither, but in both u- 
nited togetber,others would perſwade us that 'tis 
inthe whole body of the Church ; ſo that if you 
ſee kaſter this pretty knack of infallibillity ; you 
will be abuſed as young apprentices are uſed to 
be ingreatCictys and corporations;Whoin wagge- 
ry,are ſent from ſhop to ſhop for a penyworth of 
Ell-broad Packthbred;or a pound of ftock-fiſh Tal» 
low : or a Lefthanded Shuttle ; after theſe poore 
novices have been ſent from one end of the Citty 
co the other , they returne bome, without ſuch 
ridiculous Commodities, and are ſufficiently ex- 
poſed to laughter and derifion. 


There's ſcarce a Controverſy in all Bellarmin's 
voluminous workes wherein be recices not the 
differept opinions of the Roman- Catholicks a- 
mong themſelyes, inſomuch that this great Cardi- 
nals, workes were not to be. bougbtin Rome 
(as Sir Edw: Sandyes reports in his Ewyopa [pecun 
lam ) becauſe he had ſo imprudently diſcovered, 
the nakedneſſle of his mother in point of uy 
nity. : 

To ſay nothing of the contentions betwixt the 
T homiſt: and Scoifts , Ochamiſfts &c: *tis pleaſant 
ro ſee how ſweetly the Deminicans, Franciſcans 
Jeſnites , Maliniſts, Janſeniſts , Regulars, and 
; ſeculars 
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ſeculars agree together. Thongh a late Pope 
durſt be ſo bold as todecide a Controverſy for 
the 240/imiſts againſt the Janſenians , and ſo char 
which was none before , very luckily became an 
article of Faith ( ſuch is the Popes omnipotenc 
Power, that he can create Articles of Faith, ont 
of that which was a pure nor-entity, a Very no- 
thing in the primitive times.) yer I beare that 
the Fanſeniſſs are fo ſeucy as to continue very 
Janlenift: ſtill , notwithiianding his bolineſles ins 
{allible determination. 


Dub. 1 ſee there is no ſuch unity in the 
Church of Rome , as they bragg of; I defire to 
beare what you can ſay againſt the SanRtity of 
their Doctine. 


Firm; the SanRity of their DoQrine, referrs 
to that of Faith and Manrers, for that of Faith, 
which is briefly compreberded inthe Apoſtles 
Creed, or any other DoQrinall poynt contain- 
ed in holy <cripture , expreſſly , or ty good 
conſequence decuced trom thence by the gene- 
rall conſent of Fathers we allow of, bout as for 
popiſh additions of new atticles , by Pope Pius 
the 4. ard the councell of Trext, that are againſt 
Scripture; and can rever be juſtified by the 
generall conſent of the ancient DcAors of the 
Church, we reje as falſe, and confequently 
got Holy. this I ſuppoſe you will demcnfirate 
when you: pleaſe to give tne the reaTors, which 
made you torſake the preſent Church of Rome 


As to their Sar.ity of manners , their Do&- 
F3 Arine 
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rine is ſo farr from it, that the better ſort of heg- 
thens would bluſh to own; for brevity ſake 
ſhalireferr you to the firſt and ſecond part of 
the miſtery of Jeſuitiſme, the Jeſuites morralls 
ſet out by a Sorbon DoRor , Mr, Fowles his Hi- 
ſtory of the treafons and rebellions of thele boly 
men; the two former of theſe bookes aſſure us 
that by the Ducrine of probability, and a 
good intention, the fowleſt Sins are at moſt but 
venial. 


Dub. The Jeſuites are but one party in the 
Church gf Rome, 'many of cheir tenenrs and pra- 
tiles difclvin.ed , by other of che papiſts, and 
therefore the whole Church is not chargeable 
with their errors. 


Firm, Untill that Chorch doth expreſly Con. 
Cemn them , and Execute, Eccleſiaſticall Cen- 
fures upon ſuch of ber members, as do broach 
thoſe damnable Dottrines, doth make .them re- 
cant, or EXcomunicate them , ſhe is cbargeable 
with them, 


Dub. 1am of your opinion and do firmly be- 
lieve tbe preſent Church of Rome to be neither 
Holy nor Catholick , but av unſound member of 
that Church ; but what ſay you to the firlt 
} ounders 8nd Fathers of their Church , were nor 
they very holy men ? 


Firm. ls Bularmine could prove what he 


rakes for Franted., that the tathers and Foun- 
Cers of their Church”, as ic now ſtands , were 
the bow Vatriarchs, Prophets andApoltles,] ſhould 
agree 
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agreewith him in that note, but the truth is 
they have no more right co call them cebeir Fathers 
and Founders , then the $Scribes and Uharilees 
had to cail Abraham their Father; from whoſe 
faith they had ſo miſerably declined; the Fa- 
thers of the preſent Church of Rome, as *tis 
now,were the corrupt Councells , which were ſo, 
many pack'd Juryes , and the popes; of whoſe 
Sanctity you may conſult Platina, who was 8 
Papilt, | | 

By what I have ſaid ( Ihope ) you are ſatished, 
that you had no jultiſyable-reaſons to adbere_ 
to the Church of Rome, 3s'tis now , ſo- mnch 
declined from the Primitive, let me know how 
and why you <d forſake it. | 


Dub. 1 am fuily ſatisfied that the reaſons, 
which drew me over to chat Church were falſe 
and fallacious , and amnow as much confirmed, 
that the reaſons which made-ms [eave her Com-, 
munion are ſolid and demonſtrative, 


1. Which were her monſtrous unneceſſary 
impoſible. Doctrine of tranſubſtantiation- 


Firm. How do you prove that to be unnece( 
ſary ? : 


Dub. The change.of the bread and wine into 
the very body and;blood of Ghrilt is unneceſſary, 
becauſecertain ic 1s; and they of rhe Chugch of 
Rome acknowledge ic ) thac tacre never was any 
ſuch change in the Sacrameats ,of rhe old Teſta. 
meat , neicher is thece any in the other (ix of 
the New , (as the Papiſts are pleaſed ro multiply 
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them ; nowif all other Sacraments without any 
ſach miraculous change , do attain their ends , 
for which they were inſtituted, why ſhould ir be 
required in the holy Euchariſt ? why not rather 
ih chat of baptiſm? why ſhould nor the baptiſ. 
mall water be changed into Chriſts very blood? 
this being the Sacrament of Regeneration , that 
char of Nutrition, ſarely as great a power and 
verfne isrequired, ro regenerate and make a 
Chriſtian , as to nouriſh aud ſtrengthen bim, 


- Again the faithful both before and under the 
law did cate and drink the body and blood of 
Chriſt, in a Spiritual manner , before he bad ei- 
ther body or blood. They did eat the ſame Spiri- 
tual Meat and dranke the ſame Spiritual + 
1,*Cory. 10, 3. what need is there then of a 
Tranſubſtantiation ? If _— peruſe «he 
fixt Chapt : of St. 7ohnr Goſpel , we may learne 
that the body of Chriſt is eaten and his blood 
dranke in a Spiritual manner , that when the 
Diſciples murmured , at what our Saviour had 
delivered inthe former verſes, to fſatisfye them , 
he repiyes that the words which he ſpake , were 
ſpirit and life : Ver. 63. and not to be under- 
ſtood according to their groſs conception. 


I know ſome the Chnrch of Rome affirm, 
that in rhat Chapter , our bleſſed Saviour ſpeaks 
not of a Sacramentall eating of the body of Chriſt; 
but certainly iſ kis body may be eaten, and his 
blood drank, without any ſuch monſtrous 
change by every true beleiver not Receiving , 
why may not he eat the body-and drink the 
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blood of Chriſt, without any ſubſtantiall change 
of the Bread and Wine when he receives ? be- 
ſides { moſt ( if not all ) of che ancienrifathers, 
who held a neceſſity of giveing the Euchariſt ro 
infants, urge the 53. verſe of this Chapter , for 
their opinion and practiſe, excepe yre Fat the 
Fleſh of the Son of Man , and drink his 
Bloud:, ye have molife in you , Surely therefore 
they conceived , that our Saviour meant by theſe 
words a Sacramentall eating , how then dare any 
of the Clergy of the Church of Rome , expound 
it otherwiſe, ſecing they rake arf oath never to 
expound Scripture, but according to the unani- 
mous conſent of the Fathers : ſee the forma ju- 
ramenti profeſſtnis fides. Conc, Triden. Seſſ. 24. 
Cap. 4. de Reformatione, 


Firm. 1 very much approve your reaſon againſt 
the neceſlity of tranſubltantiation : Let me bere 
from you why you tearme it monſtrous, andim- 
poſlible ? 


Dub *Tis therefore monſtrous and impoſſible, 
becauſe it implyes Contraditions , and groſle 
abſurdities 1. that a body is not a body; an 
accident is not an accident , for if there ſhould 
be ſuch a change , the ſxme numericall body of 
our Saviour, muſt be in Heaven and Earth , nay 
in ten thouſand places at the ſame time", Fit muſt 
be extended and not extended, ir mnſt have 
dimenſions and nos dimenſions, finite - and 
not finite, which cannor be, no not by Gods om- 
nipotent, and abſolute power; how do the 
ſchoolmens Noddles abound wich nicetyes , 

. _ F 4 ©  quidditys 


L721 
quidditys, perſeities, Chimzras, to ſolve ſuch in- 
compollibilities ? 


2, This ſtrange Metamorphofis doth make acci- 
dents to be no accidents, it takes away the ve» 
ry being of them; for accidentis eſſe, eſt iniſſe, 
the being of an accident is in-being, here muſt 
be Colour, ſapor, odor, quantity without a 
Subject , which is all one as if we ſhould ſay a 
man might be a man witbout a reaſonableSoule, 
In a word I would willingly learne , what does 
become- of Chyiſts Body , and Bloud after 'cis 
received into the mouth, ( or if any prophane 
mouſe ſhould fwallow part ofit , or lick upa 
drop of the bloud) and thence into the ſtomach, 
whether it be 'retranſubtantiatEd into bread 
and wine, or elſe be converted by the conco- 
Rive, and nutritive faculty, into the body of 
the Communicant , as other nouriſhment is, and 
then twili neceſſarily follow , thag Chriſts Body 
is eſſentially united uato, and made one with the 
Body of eyery Communicant , which borders 
very nere upon Biaſphemy , for by this means 
James Nailer will ere long ( quod animus mem. 


wiſſe horret) be Jeſus Chrilt, 


3+ This Tranſubſtantiation{ ifany ſuch thing 
were poſlible ) is wrought by a miracle , bur 
Was ever any miracle done by Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles, which was not diſcernable by the ſences? 
when be cured the lind , the dumb, tbe lame, 
when he turned water into wine , was not this 
manifeſt ro the Sighr,the Smell, che Taſt > ſhall 
we think-that che God of truck Gaye to man five 
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Scences , to deceive 4 of them by one pretended 
miracle ? or that 'tis bis merhod to informe the 
mind by Impoſtures ? if one or two or three 
Senſes may be deceived, why not all? then 
what will become of Romes orall Tradition ? for 
way not the eare be deceived az well as the eye ? 
the noſe, the taſt, the touch?here are 4 Sences to 
one againſt that eradition, and then how are 
the papilts certaih of what they have received 
from the preſent Church, or how is ſhee cer- 
taine of what ſhee received trom the Church im- 
mediatly before ber ? is not the doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation , which teaches men not to 
believe their eyes, and other of their Sences, a 
ready way to Atheiſm , and infidelity ? for if 
four of the five Sences may be deceived then fare- 
well all tradition , and if theſe inferiour faculties; 
may be thus bafled:, what ſatisfaRion could ir 
have been-toSr. Thomas that Chriſt was truly ris. 
ſen from the dead by putting his finger into the 
print of the nailes, or bis hand into tus fide ? 

But beſide what fence and reaſon,witneſs againſt 
this monſtrous opinion , the Scripeure is clearely 
-oppoſite unto it , for Chriſt atthe [inſtitution of 
this Sacrament:, did nor take his own Body into, 
his kands,but Bread, he brake not-his owne Body, 
but Bread , he did not eat bis own Body, be did 
not drinke his owne Blood, but he:drank of the 
fruic of the Vine, Afar. 26. 29+ for ſo he called 
it after Conſecration and Diltribucioo ; - © wil 
not drink henceforth of the fruit of the Vine &c. in 
like manner St... Pau/, *Tis iti] this bread and 

this-cup.1, Cors 33, 26  ' 

: When 
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: When our Saviour faies ( Hoc eff corpus mean ) 
what dath ( hyc. ) ſtand for? either ic mult ſig- 
nify this thing in_ my ark of 4.e.) che bread ,or 
elle his own body; which body he holgibg in his 
band, utterscheſe words (' boe off corpud mewm ) 
that is corp meyns eff corpus. mum , 4 mere 1- 
denticaltrifleing propoſition, which according 
toall Logick wok abſard, and deſtroys the ye» 
ry oature of a..Sarrament , which coofits of rwo 


ellential parts che ſign and the, thing ſignified, | 


beſides they of Rome confeſs , that the Body of 
Chriſt, is noc preſent under the Tpecics of Bread 
and Wine, when ro buen begins ro pronounce 
{ hoc ) nor till be bath uttered the laſt fillable 
( am ) boc ef corpus meum , ſuch poore ſhifts 
theſe men are forced to uſe. * 


As for antiquity, ſo much-boaſted of by thoſe 
of Rotne ,- I kttow that ſome of the fathers wa 
draw mens minds from the earthly elemcnts tv 
heavenly - maiſteries, uſed now and then high 
Rhetoricall expreflions , never dreaming of any 
fubſtantiall' change ofthe elements into the Bo- 
dy and Bloud of Chriſt, as is evident from Irz- 
neas'  Panis Communis poſs conſecrationem , 
wn eſt amplins" panis communis \, ſed. efficitur 
Emchariſtia,” que conſtat ex duabus naturs ter- 
fena & veltſti; ber oblatio oft. figura corporis & 
ſangninis Chiifts: Ambroſe 1. ad Cor. Cap. 11. 
& |tb:4. de Sacram. 

, Non dubitevie dominus dicere , hoc eft corpus 
Weum cum adrdit fignum ſui" corpors . Aug : 
Tr Ton" Epiſ 
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Epiſt: 23. ad Bonifa & 12. Cap, contra Adi- 
man, 


Cary 5”  InOny — 


Hoc eff corpus menm 1. EC. tyÞus corporis mes, 
Pal : 


Panem & vinum Appellations corporis & 
[anguinis honoravit , non naturam quidem mMu- 
tans , ſed nature gratiam adjiciens, Theod. dial: 
I, &, 2, 


In a word the ancient fathers who oppoſed the 
Eutychian bxreſy, did make uſe of che facra- 
mentall union of Bread andWine,to the body and 
blood of Chriſt, ſhewing char the humane nature 
of Chriſt is nor more changed into the divine 
ehen the Sacramentall Bread and Wine is into che 
very Body and Blood of ,Chrilt, therefore they 
believed | no ſuch rhing, as that monſtrous Po- 
piſh tranſubſtantiation. 


$o that we ſee the falſity and abſurdity ot it 
by Scripcure , antiquity, common fence and 
reaſon , beſides the great danger of 1dolatry, 
in worſhipping a piece of bread, if there be no 


:xrranſubſtantiacion , as ſome of the papiſts rhem- 


ſelves confeſle, and cbey alſo acknowledge, that 
if che Prieſt, that conſecrates were not rightly 
ordained, or that he did not aRually intend to 
conſecrate , orthat be omitted any one Cere- 
mony ( which they call neceſſary ) ar the cine 
of conſecration, that the Bread and Wine are 
not duely Confecrated, and conſequently no 
tranſabſtantiation , and therefore great proba» 
bility , that rhe Papiſts in worthipping che 

-, 1 _ 
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boſt, do frequently comic the very great Sin of 
Idolatry , which was to me one great reaſon of 
forſaking their Communion. 


Firm, Truely *twas a ſubſtantiall reaſon, and 
Auch an one thacbas wrought npon others beſide 
your ſelfe , howeyer I deſire ro hear from you; 
what further reaſons, yon had 'to leave the 
Church of Rome, 


Daob, The frext which 1 ſhall acquaint you 
with is the half Communion ſo maniteltly againſt 
ſcripture and antiquity. 


Qur Bleſſed Saviour at tbe inſtituition of che 
Sacrament commands , drinke yee all of this, 
wheres at the giveipg of the bread ,, he ſaid on- 
ly, take, Eate, forelecing and obviating this 
grand error of the Church of Rome ; *tis true 
the perſons then communicating , were only his 
disciples, which bad received their Commiſſios: 
to preach the” Goſpell , before: char time , bur 
Nor in that ample and full manner, -as they re- 
.Ccived it after his Reſureion , as is plain from 

ohn 20; 22; 23. and 474:.. 28, 29. but bei 
granted that they were all in full- orders, and 
upon chat account che Cup. was given them, 
otherwiſe they ſhould not bave received it., by 
- The ſame reaſon the bread might be denyed to 
rhe: people, becauſe none but. Prieſts did then 
Communicate;but we know that a Prieſt when he 
doth not conſecrate , is in the place of a Lay- 
man, and conſequently the. diſciples not con- 
ſecrating at che Supper were no better , and 
4; therefore 
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therefore according to the deQrine, and praftſe 
of the Church of Rome, ſhould not have received 
the Cup. 


But what will they thinke of the whole Church 
ot Corinth, to whom St. Pax! ſent a firſt and 
ſecond Epiſtle , they cannar imagire they were 
all Prieſts, obſerve then bow be «xÞorts all of 
them, to examine themſelves in order to the 
receiving of the holy Euchariſt under both kinds, 
1. Cer 11. this is ſo evicent that our adverſatics 
bave norhing to Reply. 


As for Antiquity the praQtiſe of the Clurch of 
Rome is clearly againſt it, as lam able ro de- 
monſtrate, from expreſs teltimonies , of the fa» 
thers, but our learned writers bave ſaved me 
that trouble, thoſe that pleaſe may peruſe Chams- 
we, Chemnitins , Fewell , Cracanthorp ; The 
confefiion of the Councell of Cor-ſtance ſtar.ds as 
alaſting Morument again{t the Popiſh inrovation 
in this particular ; the words are theſe , we de- 
cree in like manner , .that though in the Primi- 
tive Church y, the boly Euchariſt , was received 
under borh kinds, by the faitbſull, yer this 
Cuſtome to avoid ſome dangers and ſcandals is 
reaſonably introduced:thar ir ſhould be received 
by the Preiſts only in both kinds , by the people 
in one; is not this with the Soctnians to make the 
Sacraments mere indifferent Ceremonies, alter 
able at the Churches pleaſure ? 


But the Councell of Trent flyes higber;;fa»y man 
ſhall ſay that all faithfull Chriſtians, by Gedt 
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Commend, or for neceſſity of Salvation., ought to 
Receive the Sacrament in both kinds. let bim be 
acurſed, 1 wonder whether Pope Gelaſws , ſate 
in, or was out of his infallible Chair, when he 
roundly ſaid, we find that ſome do abſtain from the 
Chalice of the Sacred Blood , let them receive the 
entire Sacrament or be kept from the whole , be- 
canſe the diviſion of one and the ſame myſtery can» 
net be without grand Sacriledge. Either the Pope 
was not infall:|ble , or the preſent Church of 
Rome is moſt Sacrile gious. 


Firm, Yon rightly Judge , and were their 
fancy of Tranſubltantiation true ( as nothing is 
more falſe and ridiculous )yet were it not ſuffici- 
ent to debar the Laity of the Cup, becauſe 
they receive the Blood ot Chriſt with bis Body , 
for this is not to drinke but to eat it, and beſides 
the Sacrament is not a ſign of bis Blood in the 
yeins , but as*twas ſhed and powred out; might 
not the Preiſts as well receive his Blood, with 
his Body, and then *twere as ſuperflnous for them 
co drinkxe of the Cup , as for the people ; 
but 1'pray proceed in your reaſons againſt Po- 
pery. 

Dab. My third reaſon is taken from the invo- 
cation of Saints departed ; which is againſt Scrip- 
ture, and antiquity: *tis an attribute belonging 
to God alone , that the # a God bearing Prayers. 
"Tis a chiefe part of bis worſhip ; chow ſhalt Wors 
ſhip the Lord thy God, and him oxely ſhalt thi 
Serve, it robs Chriſt of one part of his Preiſtly 
office who now litts at Gods right band, inter- 
; =» 
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ceding for us , there is but one Hediatoribetwixe 
Ged and man , the man Chriſt. 7e{«, certainly if 
holy men, both before and under the law, pray- 
ed ro God alone through faith. in the promiſed 
ſeed or Meſlias\, without invocateing any de- 
parted Saint , becauſe there wes none then ( as 
they ot the Church of Rome confeſs , ) admit* 
ted to the beatifical viſion , -and conſequently 
could not know the need or praiers of men upon 
earth, inthe Glaſs of the Trinity, there is leſs 
reaſon now to make our adreſſes, to the ſpirits 
of juſfmen-made periet, Chriſt bimſelte fic- 
ting, at Gods right band, and Interceding for 
us. 


Beſides the worſhip of Angells is forbidden by 
St. Paul. Col. 2. and tbe Angell in the Reve- 


lation twice forbade St. 7obn to worſhip bim, 


Cap. 19. and 22-. yeathe worſhippers of An- 
gells were in the primitive times , branded with 
the title of bzrericks, under the name of ( An- 
pelici) and therefore much leſs. ought wee to 
worſhip the Saints departed , for certainely they 
being the, more excellent Creatures , are much 
more capable of ſuch worſhip then the ſoules of 
men, that are pow in Abrabams boſome , in 
Paradiſe, nor yet in that perfe& bliſs and glory, 
which they ſhall enjoy when their'ſoules ad bo- 
dies ſhall be reunited , but according ro many 
of the fathers in a certaine and joyfull expeRancy 
of it, after the laſt and finall judgment , where 
the place of their preſent abode is I ſhall tell you 
when rbe fathers are agreed about it. 


lor 
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For this Saint worſhip cectain it,js there is no 
expreſs Scripture ; and tis as certain there is no 
generall conſent of antiquity , let any man per« 
uſe Mr. Meads excellent treatiſe of the Apos« 
ſtacy of the latter times , wherein *tis appareuc 
how] the Cannonizing of Saints in the Church of 
Rome, agrees with the beathens Apotheoſes, 
their praying to them with the worſhipping of 
Heroes , their Di; Medioxumi , their bayeing ſe- 
verall Saints for Patrons of Particular Countryes, 


Trades and Callings, Phiſitians tor divers diſea- - 


ſes, like the heathens Dij 7 «te/ares, as may be 
ſeen,in Chemnitine bis examen andin other learn» 
ed men. 


Firm, You need not ſpend more words about 
this groſſe ſuperſtition , which is nothing elſe , 
bur a mixture of Chriſtianiry , and Paganiſme , 
and of all the errours of the Church of Rome, 
moſt dangerous, for the Lord our God ts 4 jealora 
God , and will not ſuffer the honour and wor* 
ſhip , that # due to him al.ne, to be given to any 0+ 
ther. 


Db. 1 ſhall fubmit to your advice, 'and pro- 
ceed to a fourth reaſon againſt Popery , which is 
their adoration of images ſo much condemned ir 
holy Scripture, what more exprefsly forbiden 
then image worſhip by the ſecond Commande. 
ment ? which, they of Rome have Curiningly 
lefr out in their maſs books, offices , Primmers, 
and Catechiſm's, and without all ſhew of Rea- 
ſon, aſſerted ir to be a poſitive Command, 
belongingonely to the Jews, how uy 4 
tively 


a  —_ OC <a Ja SS JH» OE XA «wo 


/ n. & Sel]DSQ<S #1©@D: .4 «© as. a4 #«K. as. 


[81] | 
tively is the fourth of Deutronomie againſt it 
from the 12 verſe coche 18 ? many other cexts 
mighe bearged to the ſame purpole , all which 
the Schoolrmen endeavour to baffle, by their Pirct- 
full diſtin&tions; berwixt an Image and an Idol, a 
picture upon a-cloach and one ingraven in wood, 
or ſtone, berwixt anrpue & Says which every 
Eſavrient Graculm z every. mean. Scioliſt, will 
ſmile at, betwixt dediate,Relutive, and Ters 
minative , which ae diſtinions ( at leaſt ſome 
of them ) without a difference, mere Chimericall 
pbanſies : if a man ſhall ſeriouſly peruſe the 13. 
and 14. Chapters of the Book of Wiſdewe (which 
at Rome is Canonicall Scripture ) and conſider 
what anſwers the Heathens returned to thoſe 


that objeRted againſt them cbeir 1dol worſhip, Nox jnagi2 
that chey worſhip not the Image , but the ( N#- %, [cd n#- 
mes ) or divine power it repreſented , he will _ 


eaſily dilcern that the wiſer fort of Heathens 
made as wiſe Appologies , ' for their Image 
worſhip; as the wiſe(t Papiſts do for theirs. 

. As for the antiquity of this grofſe ſuperſtition 
bothFathers &Councels are againſt it, as is eyident 
from that excellent Homily of o8r Church con- 
cerning the peril) of. Idolatry , if ic be replyed 
twere the images of the heathens thev oppoſed , 
true *tis, for in the firſt of the Church there 
were no others , the Chriſtians of rhoſe times , 
abomigateing all image worſhip, but Ho reas 
ſons they give againſt the heather ry 
wound the Church of Rome under the fifch cib ; 
no Chriſtian Church did then uſe images in their 
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oratoryes; in after ages they were admitted on. 
Iy for an biſtoricall uſe, as may be ſeen in Se 
Gregorics writings, who lived above 600 years 
afrer Chriſt, erne *tis by the Second Nicene 
Councell their worſhip was decreed ; and fo this 
iniquity was eſtabliſhed by a law, ſuch a one as 
that packed convention conld legitimate ; and 
hence forward not only the piRtures of Saints, but 
of God himſelf and of the Bleſſed Trinity were 
fet up in Churches , which was an high diſhonour 
rothe Glorious Majeſty of the Almighty , to- be 
portraid like an old Man , and pave an occaſion 
£o ignorant people 'to conceive him to be ſo in- 
deed,bence I have heard ſome of them ſay, when 
they ſwore ( by God ) that they ſwore by a good 
Man, by which *cis evident, bow the grofle ſa- 
perſtition of rbe Church of Rome , hath croos 
ked filly Souls , and that all ſuch images, ave 
geachers of Lies , very vanities, as the Scripture 
ſhews and reaſon demonſtrates. | 


For to ſay nothing of the Blaſphemous images 
of God the Father, and the holy Trinicy , doth 
not the image of any Saint , whom theſe pſeudo- 
Catholicks worſhip,lic to their imaginations ? re- 
preſenting that which is not, for nothing but 
the Soules , and Spirits of thoſe Saints do now re: 
main , fo that whileſt they piture and worfhip 
them in bodily ſhapes , which piRures repreſent, 
what is not, they worſhip they know not what, 
praying onely to the Soules of Saints, yEt phan- 
ſyingithem in bodily ſhapes as when they lived 
here on earth: howdoth-ig concern all Serious 


Chriſt jans, 
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Chriſtians , to beware ofthe Religious worſhip 
of any creature of Gods or mans makeirg ? of 
Angell, Saiht, or Image , which is ſo expreſ- 
ſly forbidden in the word of God ? And ſurely 
if we mighe worſhip the piture of a man , which 
is mans Creature , 'twere much more rational 
to worſhip a true man, yea the Son, Moon and 
Starrs, and ail the hoſt of heaven, they being 
all of chem the Creatures of Almighty God. 


Firms. You rightly conelude;were not a judici- 
all blindneſs , apon the eyes of our adverſaries , 
they could not be Guilty of ſo dangerous a ſu- 
ſpnion, 

Dub, 1 ſhall trouble you but with one reaſon 
more for my forſakeing the Church of Rome , 


_ which was breifely their praiers in an unknown 


tongue, a practiſe , manifeſtly contrary to 
plain Scripture, and the antient DoRtors of the 
Church, a moſt unreaſonable ſervice , oppoſite 
to that which we are toperform to Almight« 
God; - *Tis fo bafled by St. Pas, thar's!l the 
tearned men of the Roman party bave nothing 
of ſence or reaſon to anſwer,and as for antiquity 
*twas not ſo much as chought. upon , in the firſt 

es in the Church , the Liturgies then every 
where were in the known and vulgar torigue, 
otherwiſe bow ſhould the anleatned ſay ('A- 
men, ) t | 


The praRtiſe of the Church of Kore is in this ; 
as in divers other of their fopperyes, a very mi- 
ſtery-of iniquiry., I could heartily wiſh, thar 
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for the undeceiveing of ignorant Papiſts; their 
Miſſales , Pontifical's, Breviaryes, Lady Plaltres 
&c, were tranſlated into the Engliſh and other 
valgar rongues , that ſuch poore deluded ſoules 
might ſee to what abſurd prayers they ſay ( A- 
men ) ro what childiſh ridiculous Ceremonies 
they tubmir. yy 


I might here add the vain Reptitions , of ſo 
many Ave- Maria's, & Pater-noſter*s, upon their 
beads, their ſaying of them at certain houres as 
a Penſum , or taske, Or a Pennance to make a 
Compenſation for their ſins, rather then as a 
willing ſerious duty from the beart and ſoule ; 
which is not Religious praying”, but a Childiſh 
ſaying of prayers, a vain beatheniſh babling., 
after the manner of an old wifes chartn, reſting 
in the work done, 3s if the bare ſaying of pray- 
ers, without any intention of the mind , were 
the only eng of praying, or the effeRuall tervenc 
prayerofa Righteous man. fam. 5. 16. 


I might alſo add their cheating Purgatory , their 
purchaſing of pardons , and indulgences, for 
ſins paſt, and for many hundred yeares to come, 
by ſums of money ſertrt downe in the Tax booke 
of their Chancery, their Pilgrimages, and bo- 
dily Severityes to_expiage for the fins of their 
foules , their allowing of Brothelt bouſes to 
Gratitye the unnfarried Clergy , and others in 
their unclean Lufts, for which the Pope receives 
a luity Penſion, 


But to deale truely with you no one thing 
wrought 
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wrought a greater diſlike of Popery in me then 
their barbarous bloody Cruelty , towards 
thoſe that they pleaſe to call Hereticks, their 
ſavage inquiſition, their Pacifan, Iriſh, and other 


maſſacres, their marian Batcherings , theit it= 14, p94 
tended matchleſs powder treaſon, their poyſoning ifory. 


and ſtabing of kings, their Juſtifieing of Rebels 
lion and all manner of wickedneſs, by their 
righc igtention , and DoEtrine of probability as is 
to be ſeen in the firſt and ſecond parc of the mj- 
ſtery of ſeſuitiſme, in the Jeſyices Motralls; can 
ſuch Villany.ſauch Cruelty and Chriſtianity ſand 
rogether 2 did Chriſt and his Apoſtles propagate 
the Goſpel with ſuch Carnall weapons 2 how ſe- 
yerely does our Saviour rebuke bis angry dif- 


ciples, when chey would have called for fire , Cor; r6; 


from heaven co deſtroy che uncivifl Schiſmatical 4. 
Samaritans ? yer know not what ſpirit yee are. of, 
for the ſon of man #7 not come to fro ment lives, 
but to ſave them;Luk.9.55. O that Chriſtspre- 
tending Vicar bag che ſpirit of the mecke and 
holy Jeſus. ; 


Theſe Sir, were the reaſons which moyed 
me to forſake the Commuyion of the Church of 
Rome, for upon this .account I could not be- 
lieve her to be the Catbglick Church, or any 
ſound part of ir, bur « yery Schiſmatical Hzreci- 
cal one , thar bad departed exceeding much 
from Ptimitive Chriſtianity from che faith that 
was once delivered to the Saints. | 

Firm. You have given very ſufficient rexſons, 


far your departure from chat paſound Church, 
G3 whigh 
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which may fatisficany ſerious ;conſrdering Chri- 
ſtian'; and you haye ſayed me the trouble of any 
further addition to them ; Tam now fully per- 
iwaded that you are neither Atheiſt, Infidel, 
or'Papitt ; pray-you-let me: know. what is your 
preſenc'perlwalion, and what Church you moſt 
approve. , -- * + 4 *32 J 


Dub..  Tevely Sir there are ſo many (ets a+ 
mangk the Proteſtants , that Iam in no ſmal] 
doubt, with, which of them tq hold Commuion, 

ut my inclination leads me chiefly , ro returpg 
£0. my old Morher the Church of: England , from 
which moſt pnhappily (as I am now gonvinced,).I 
heretofore ſeperated ; howeyer fqr_the remo- 


ya of ſome. cruples » which yet.remain with me, 


1 earneſtly defire you to give your ſelfe the trou: 


ble of a ſhor tdiſcourſe , concergung the ſeyverg : 


{6s now in Evglang. Wc 
: Firm, A thall moſt-greadily -pratifie you Tn 
this your very reaſonable requeſt, nothing doub» 
ting but that I ſhall, by Gods Gratious afſi- 
itance ) xemgye all your ſcryplgs., and fix you a 


rrue ſon af that Church ,” which is the. moſt Ca- 


x 


tholick Apoſtolical,, Church now exſtant in all 
the Wk PII e that do acbnowled ethe 
holy Scrjptrre & be the infallible word, of God, 
Fl pe fe Rule of all the ſubſtancialls of Chri- 

janity both for faith and manners, 'afd bave 
ſome competent knowledge ig the records of an- 
tiquity, (the want of which is one great cauſe of 
Izreſy and ſchiſm), as to be able to trace Chri- 
{tia&'Religion, through the ſeyerall ages of the 
I. Church 
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Church from the Apoſtles Jown to theſe preſene 


times , I ſay thoſe that do acknowledge thele 
things cannot doubt of, 


Dab. You much confirm me in wbat I bave 
often heard from grave and learned men,that one 
great cauſe of errours in Religions ignorance in 
the-wricingsof the ancient Doctors of the Church, 
Councels, and Eccleſiaſticall biſtories, this is,not 
every mans work, that have neither books to 
read nor brains to yoderſtand them. and that 
href way £0 be an Orthodox orgs, 1s 

{[todyi cendendo beginning with the re- 
= of = Uh —_— then diſcending co 
the, ſecopd, thence to the third , and ſo on ' 
r0- the ſucceding ages of cbe Church, whereby 
be will pexcetye dow tbe true Religion has been 
banded downe from one age to another, and 
bow'apd when , this or that errour ſprang vp; 
a5 he that ſails down ſome great. and clear -pyre 
river ,, may £aſily perceive, where little, Riyus». 
lexrs,,.and puddles , have run into it ,. and; 
have muddyed , and trouþled the Clearer 
Stream. 


-Firm,, 1 much approve of what you ſay con- 
cerping tbe rile and cauſe of erxoure in Religion, 
the chiete realop-pt them is iggorance in the re- 
cords of Anziquity , and holy S$rjptures., ang 
want gf orderly proceeding in our. Gudies fram 
age-19 A88 ; whereby we may eafily perceive 
bow and when the puddles $cprrupt rivulecs of 
errour have troubled the purer ſiream of Chri- 
ſtinnity ,* and you may withour much lebour 

: G4 perceive 
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perceive that if y&u bad been well inſtruted , in 

the being and Attributes of Almighty God, in 

a firm beliefe of his moſt ſacred word, you bad 

never fallen into thoſe moſt dangerous errours of 

—_ » Quakeriſm or of any ſuch pernicous 
ect. 


Dub, 1 do confeſſe my error , and eſpecially 
that 1 was ſo preat a ſtranger, not onely to the 
writings of the fathers , but to the holy Scrip. 
ture it ſelfe.,wbich 1 did coo much negleR and 
ſcorn'; but ſeeing by Gods bleffing, upon your 
endeavours, am fully ſatisfied of the vanity , abe 
ſurdity , and falſhood of Atheiſm, infidelity , 
and Popery ; if youpleaſe to give your ſelf chat 
trouble , we will proceed in onr diſcourſe 
concerning Quakeriſm', Anabaptiſm , Indepen- 
dency, and Presbytery , I ſhall not trouble you 
with any other ſe&, becauſe they are all inclu* 
ded'in ſome one of theſe , or ar leaſt are ſo vain 
and ridiculous, that we ſhould do them to much 


bonour, if we fhould gratifie them with a ſober | 


and ſerious confutation, - 


Firm. ] ſhall moſt willingly embrace your pro- 
poſall. - and if it pleaſe you we will proceed to 
Quaketifm, the errour which you embraced im- 
mediatly before”, "you turned Papiſt, and in 
truth *cis a faire introduRion to Popery , and by 


—— - -- 


ivg 
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which are maintained by Papiſts} 


ing many things 


we may eaſily know whoſe Children theſe poor 
deladedSoulsare , and the Careſpondence be- 
twixt them, made wy paſſage to Rowe More 
ready and caly. ne "a 
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Firm. You have informed me in our laſt dif- 
courſe that being ſometime a quaker. you had 
a ready way open to become a Papilſt. I pray 
tell me why and how you turned a quaker, 


D#b. You put me hard to it. for I can give 
ood reaſons for that change , 
ole that moyed me are ſo ridiculous, that 
I am almoſt aſhamed to name them, yer ſuch as 
they are I ſhall !give you the trouble of hearing 
them, I am almoſt perſwaded , that the man 
that perverted me', uſed ſome enchantments 
and Diabolicall arts, ſo that 1 was rather be- 
witched . then rationally perſwaded , to be of 
that party , ( as I have heard ſome have been ) 
but becauſe -I am not cercain of this , I ſhall 
wave it, and ſhew you my reaſons, 


1- I obſeryed that the cauſe why there were 
ſo many fects and ſchiſms in the world , was for 
E want 


/ 


/ 
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wheefogemen 6 inal rule-t6-gyide - a in 
-our-judgments $nd-practiſes.. as I was made be- 
lieve, and- 3 _ periwaded that the Quakers 
hed fych ajrule,t9wjt, the Jight within them. 


£72+ Pobſtryed theft trien to de'very demrre in 
their carriage, very auſtere in their lives, ſo» 
.ber and&emnperathcy,, of-afiited idejected cqun- 
-LENaNCEE, HErY pagttnaliand juſt arÞeir dealings, 
095 abgcing one.farthing of the price of any com- 
-madity ebey fixſt demangled , ' greas contemners 
of the world, oo reſpecters of any; mans perſon 
bow great ſoever , ſo mecke, humble and lowly 
4a their gpparell and behavipr that they __ 
*endure * ike wearing” of Yold:riggs flyer 
filks in themſelves or any oth&s; and if'a 
.manJhouldfrize chemenithe one cheek. , theſe 
poore innocent ſoules were ſo fargfrom zafvenge 
that the ould eurne the axher., ſo thenr I 
conitejued"thent'ro'be fo' many "Nathaniel fo 


7 tive trac ws 19 _ there. wo 'no 


ir. Nay could Ret I by ſuch 
Þ pl on ſee more ig 
them = YL ern ns n the Scribes 
-aofl, Pharidees. 06 old> taks ix: for a8 infabble 
rule,that whoſoeves: __ or -pracvile Fo 
.whych is contrary tothe law ot nature 

| fame, of pie $ cripture , the uſages of all 


{6ber ant 7 in 4he' world, are ſo farr 
from wh true Chriſtians that they are' not 


-wofthy the HameJohm os. -: 


Dub. 
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Dh. 1 am fully of your perſwaſionthat'theſe 

mer hold and practiſe many ebiogs which are 

rage to the law of nature,good manners and 

ipture , but for my farther ſatisfaRtion, 

ec ay iſcourſe owe of their tenents and pra» 
iſes, 


Firm. For their tenents you may at your [ei- 


are peruſe the Synopſis of Puakeriſme wrote 
by Mc. Des{o.: 'The heads whereof are breifly 


theſe taken out of their owne writings, which: 


are & mixrute of Popery and Socinianiſme, 
ng bd. 

I. They affirm that there are not three .per- 
fons in the Trinity. 


2. That Chtiſt did not make faracn for 
the lids of met. 


3. That op xtpmegh is no by inpured right 
our owne ent. right 
nh po pw works is the cauſe of our julifi- 


cation, 


4, That a fate of perſe&ion and fregdome 
from (in is attainable in this life. is acl 


5. That theres 8 light in every man ffi 
ent ro guide' birh' to ſfalyacion. 12 


6, That, the Scriptare 3 is, 90s the wil of 
God , or a ſtanding . rule, of faith and mag- 
ners. 


7. That there is no reſurreRion ' of the 
dead, 


8. Tha 
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$. That thereis no need or uſe of ordinances, | 
as Baptifme and the Lords Supper, 


9, That *ris unlawfbll to take an oath be- 
fore a Magiſtrate upon any account whatſo- 
ever. 


Db. 1 know theſe and many thofe to be 
the poſitions of quakers and that they are dire 
ly contrary to facred' Schripture ; 


Firm. Theſe things 'are ſo clearly tonfuted 
by the expreſſe word of God and tradition of 
the Catbolick Church , that *ris, ſuperfluous 
bn trouble you with any ſurcher diſcourſe abour 
them. 


As for their practiſes they are extreamly op- 
pofite roall good manners , and the Civilities of 
a;l Nations that are not grofly barbarous, as 
well as fo the boly Scripture; and whereas you 
have obſerved their carriages to be very demure , 


auſtere,and that they are of a ſad countenance; 


'tis io tnore then what our bleſſed Savicur repro. 
yed inthe Scribes and Phariſees long finceindeed 
to be ſad and mourn in times of publick Humilia- 
tion, Calamities and great Judgements is Chri- 
ſtian ;'but to be conſtanly ſo,ſavours too much of 
the Phariſce , and is contrary to holy Scripture 
which inſtructs us, there is a time to Laugh as 
well as to Weepe, there is nothing which more 
delights and cheers the beart then the exerciſc 
of a good Conſcience towards God and Man , 
and we know a merry beart maketh a cheeretull 
countenance, whereas a ſad oure face a langing 

owne 
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downe 1ookroo-much reſemble Caines Mark, 
and is a very probable figrie of a diſquieted, diſ- 

contented, guilty, , troubled , if nor a mali- 
fious minde, > > as 

D#b. 1 am much of your judgment, but 1 

.pray you tell me what do you whink of. their de- 

nying all.civil reſpe& either in word or geſtbre 
to cheir equals and ſuperiours ? 


Firm. This praRiſe of theirs is againſt che ye- 
ry law and ligbt of nature as well as plaih Scrip- 
ture, a meere levelling deviſe of their ſedaters 
( the Popiſh Prieſts and, Jeſuits ) to make a cone 
fuſion among us, to deſtroy all goverment, . to 
take away al honor and reſpe& which is due to 
our ſupetiours , for what honor and reverence 
has that nan in his heart: cowards them who will 
expreſs none in bis words or geſtares according 
- the laudable cuſtome of che country Where be 

wels? 


D#6. Truly I bave often admired at the unci-' 
vil behavioury of quakers in ſaying ( thow 4nd 
thee ) to their betters. in not bowing the knee of 
putting of the hatto their ſuperiors. 


Firm. You might well wonder at ſuch barba- 
rous uncivil- carriage , but pray. you tell me 
what think you of their pitching a certain price 
Upen their commodities ot. which they will not 
abate one farthing , was not that a certain figns 
of their honeſt and upright dealing ? 


_ Ds, Iconfeſs I once ghought ſo, but afters 
wards 
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wards 1 confrderd that a man Wdy-cheatand coza 
en in few words as well as in many, 4nd I believe 
that theſe men moſt of therti' aro as great cheats 
as any in the world, ; 


- Firm. and I ptay you whize think you of their 
other rare qualizies belore mentioned ? * 


Db. 1did once believe them to be great con- 
temners of the world, meek,, humble, lowly , 
&c. but *tis evident they are quite contrary to 
what they feem to be. | 


1.Fos 1 know tbat moſt of them are extreamly 
coveteous and narrow breaſted, without all 
bowels of pitty or mercy. towards thoſe hat 
want , unleſs they be of that fanazick party , 
which is meer dion, no Chriſtian Charity at 
all; and whereas many.of them bave been known 
to have been perſons of mean fortunes at firſt 
they are now rich and - wealthy , and none of 
them ( chough very poore. before they *turned 
quakers) now in a neceſiicons condition , be- 
ing maintained as *tis very probable by their 
new Maſters the Feſwirs,a very rich and opulent 
ſociety, who make more Proſelites by the length 
of their purſe ſtrings then by che ſtrength of ar- 
gument, or perſonated Mimical geſtures. 


2. As for- their humility and lowlineſs, tis 
evident they ſhew no ſuch yircues in their carri- 
age towards their berters;their contempr of gold. 
rings, filyer-lace and rich attire, is no infal- 
libie proof of their bumility , Diogenes may be as 


proud ia his tub as Alexander in bis palace, be 
may 


[967] 
iy trample upon Plates pride with preater 

_ as hanghty a ſpirit may be hid- under 

. plain country ruſſet , as under the richeſt 
bles. 


Firm. No queſtion, but what do you think 
of their meekneſs and mildneſs, that chey will 
rather ſuffer an bundred injuries then reven 
one, that rbey will not take armes to offend the 
enemy or defend themſelyes or their country , 
are not theſe rare ſignes of Chriſtian ihecks 
neſs ? 


Db. ſee you ate now in jeſt, you kndwttha 
time was when they did cake up arms in an ho. 
ſile manner againſt the Xixg and his Loyal ſubs 
jets, and if they had a fair opportunity they 
would do the like again, and appear as cruel and 
bloody as ever did Anabaprift fifth Monarchys« 
man or feſuitee. 


Firm. 1 confeſs that many of them were in 
armes under Cromwel agaiaſt the royal party; the 
ligbe within them did warrant them to rebel a. 
gaiaſt their lawful Soveraign, but now the lighe 
within them ſhews that *tis not lawful to reſiſt 
HAagiſtrater bycarnal weapons. 


Dsb. You are pleaſedto make your ſelf m er 
fy with theſe mens bare-fac't bypocricy, wbat a 
jugle s this ligbe within them? more unconftane 
then that of the moon , a meere phanſy,a Diabo- 
lical ſuggeſtion; che Divil ſuits bis tentations 
according as opportunities preſent themſelves, 
when there is good probability of a” By 
rebellion 
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rebellion and txeaſon, then the light (or rathe* 
darkneſs, within them) ſuggeſts unto them , *cis 
lawful to, take up arms,. to plunder and murder 
their fellow ſubjeAs, yeatbe,; King biaſelf, bur 
when there is no protphalicy to proſher by ſuch 
villanous enterpriſes, then thax, light within them 
perſwades.chem to be as quiet, as Lambg , as j nno- 
cent as ſo-many pretty Pigeons. 


Firm, Of a'truth, this light by which they 
are guided , 1s the very blackneſs of darkneſs, no» 
thing bur a groundleſs' fancy, which any man in 
the world may as well pretend for his rule as theſe 
Phanaticks ; when ſeveral Sets are contending, 
ſhall the light within them be che Umpire? When 
the Anabapriſts fift Monarchy men, and diverſe 
ether Secs contend for their ſeveral opinions,whe- 
ther are they togo but tothe Law and to the Te fti« 
wony ? I > be hoak not according to this word, "tis 
becauſe there us no light in them, Eſai, 8, 20, 


Dab..' T have. much wondered thar any men 
ſhould be ſomuch delnded by their vain imagina-= 
tions, as to meaſure their. opinions and praRtiſes by 
ſo. uncertairig, ſo unconſiant a guide as. che light 
within them, which is ſo frequently beclouded 
by pride, ignorance, intereſt, paiſion, humor, and 
Singulanicy, 


Firm, You need not wonder, if you ſhall ſe- 
riouſly confider rhat they who, flatter themſelves, 
that they are in a ſtate of perfeRion,that they can- 
not ſin, are above ordinances, that caſt off fear,and 
reſtrayp prajer, Job, 15. 4. ſhould fall __—— 

bs Ke 
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ſnare of the Devil, and lye under « judicial blind- 
neſs, © And that thgy doſo, ſeems very probable 
by what one Tolderfet of Lemſter, inthe County of 
Hergsford relaces of himſelf, im his recantarion of 
Oxaqueriſtme, 1 have Heard io of 'divets of theſe 
ſeduced wretches, thar ar ther meetings, before 
they ucterred their Enthuljaſms, have ſwollen ſo 
much they have been teadyto burſt, And is roo e- 
videnc that the brethren of che. Roſy Caoſe,, have 
a great influence upon chetn:and it is upon Record 
arÞBr;ſtol, That before there was any Quaker in 
that :City,. Two Franciſcans did forecell to one 
Mr, (Cowliſbay an ltatmonger there ,.(whoſe oath 
is to be iſeen' upon the Regiſter). That, within 
eighteen daies.Quyaqueriſm ſhould be ſer up in 
Briſtol, which came to-paſs accodingly: And be- 
kdes all this a Popith Ptieli bragged 1n-my hearing 
thar.he had been a ſpeaker =—_ mectings ; by 
all which 'ris ev ident-whoſe- Diſciples rheſe filly 
fools are. For your further confirmation you may 
peruſe Mr. Prins Ouakeys uninarked. Dr Stilling - 
fleets againſt the Idaſatry of Rowe, bd Bryer Bar- 
banſon, who above Two hundred years "fince laid 
the ground work of this Se& in a Book Whoſe Ti- 
tle is occulte Divin anoris ſemite, 


Dub. I am fully ſatisfied concerning the folly 
and madneſs of this Phanaticiſm, and from whence 
ir ſprang ; pleaſe you we will diſcourſe of Anabap- 
tiſme; pray you What do you think of that ? 


Dial- 


DIALOGVE V. 


eAnabaptiſme. 


Firm. Nabaptiſm is a moſt carnal and 
Abicod Sect,as appears by the Hi- 
ſtory of John of Leiden, Knipperdoling , wrot by 
S$letden and Bullerger. 


D#b. But what do you- think of their _opnion 
Goncerning Infane Baptiſm ? I ſhall noc trouble 
you with other of their Tenents, which are com- 
mon to them with other Schiſmaticks. 


Firm, That Opinion of theirs is contrary to 
Scripture and the pracife of the Catholick 
Church, 


Db. 1 have often heard them ſay, That if there 
were any expreſs' Text in Scripture for the Bap- 
'filirg of Tafants, they would allow of that praiſe 
Firm, Though there be no expreſs place in 
- H 2 Scrip- 
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Scripture for it', as there was for Circumciſing of 
Chilaren under the Taw yer there ate many Texts 
which do infer ic by rational conſequence. Whar 
expreſs Text is therefor the Communicating of 
Woemen ? which.nevertheleſs the Anabapriſts 
Prov.24. praRtſe; have they not expreſs Texts for obeying 
Eccle,8.2 the,Civil Magiſtrate ? for taking an Oath be. 
Roms. 13. fare him ; thourſhalr fear, the Lord liverh 'in 
1. Pet. 2. juſtice, in judgment, and rruch. Thou ſhalt fear 
Jer. 4. 2. the Lord and ſivear by his name. I call God for 
Dent, 6. 4 rece:d upon my Soul 3 an Oarh for Confirma* 
' 13. Heb. tion is (not was) anend of all ſtrife, And we have 
6.16. the Angel in the Revelation ((Which-was never 
2. Cor.1. under the Levittcal law) fearing, 


—_ Yon ſee here are expreſs Texts for obedience 
to;Magiltrates , and for taking an Oath before 
them ; yet the. Anabapriſts will gor ſwear ar all, 
which is a moral duty,enjoyned in the third C6- 
mandmenr ; and how obedienc chey areto rhe Su- 

ream poivers let Germany and England witneſs 
nor lace Civil Wars, fo that: you may ſee that 
irhere were an-expreſs Text for Infant Bapriſm, 
:rhey would nor. yeild unto it bur follow their own 
wild imaginations. : | 


Dab. Donbtlieſs ''ris grand hypocriſy ro call 
for expreſs. Texts for Infanrs-Bapriſm,. and yer ro 
att dire&ly againſi ſuch Texts in other points" of 
Neceflary duty, 


Firm, True it is we have noexpreſs Texts for 
| Infanrs-Baptiſm, yer we have many, that do ,ne- 
ceſlarily infer ir, as that of our Saviour ſuffer 11 
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| Children $0 come unto me which he took, in his Arms 
' and Bleſſed, certainly thoſe thar were capable of 
his bleſſing, were capable of the ſeal of ir. The 
children of believers are ſaid to be holy : The pro- 
miſe is to you and to your children : Go teach all , Cox, x, 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, , , 
Son, and Holy G hoſt, All which places evidently 48, +. 
ſhew that rhe children of believing Chriſtians yah, 2S, 
have as much right to baptiſm, as the children 
of the Jews had ro Circumcihon : unleſs we 
ſhould fay that che Lord was more gratious to the 
Jews then he is to us Chriſtians , and thar rhe 
hand of his mercy 1s fhortned tons, which was ſo 
much irerched our to them, 


If their Children were in Covenant with Cod, 

y (as it.is evident they were) Dext.29.11. then are 

the Children of Chriſtians under che ſame privi- 

ledge,unleſs any man can give a good reaſon co the 

contrary,Whigh muſt be drawn either fr6 the Mer- 

cy,or Judgment of God:There is no ſhew of reaſon 

to ſay 'twas from his Judgment,much leſs from his 

Mercy, for who dare ſay *ctis a mercy not tobe in 
Covenant with God ? 


To theſe Texts of Scripture, we may add the 
praQiſe of the Catholick Church for Fifteen hun. 
dred years, as appears by the writers in their ſe- 
veral Centuries,” which is the beſt Commentary 
upon the Scripture» The Fathers who lived. in 
the firſt ages of the Church had a fatrer opportu- 
nity to underſiand the meaning of the Apollles, 
and their immediate ſucceſſors, then we that live 
at {0 great adiſtance. 


H 3 Tertullian 
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Tertull;an one of the molt Ancient of them con- 
fefſeth the practiſe of Infant Baptifm, tho he does 
not approve it. Cyprian and Fidws would never 
have contended 2bour che circumftance of time, 
if they had doubred of che lawfulneſs of rhe rng, 


I miy add ro what has been ſaid; Either the 
Baptiſing of Infants 15 a ſmall error , or "tis a great 
and groſs one: it ic be bur a ſmall error, an error 
of Charity rowards poor Infants, why did the A. 
nahapritts in the late cimes of confuſion, ſeparate 
from thoſe Churches which did not impoſe 1t as 
a neceſlary coniition of Communion with them ? 
If ir be a great and groſs one, then the. Catholick 
Church has maintained a groſs error for Fifteen 
hundred years and upward, How then was that 
rom made good unto it, that Chriſts Tpirit 

ould lead ir into all truth and rhat the gates of Hell 
ſhould not prevail againit it ? 


Dub. Indeed thoſe Texts of Scripture ſo well 
explained by. the praiſe of the Eatholick Church 
ſor ſo many years ſince che time of the Apoſiles,is 
an evident argument for the proof of Infant Bap- 
ciſm ; bur are you certain that Infant Bapriſm was 
praiſed in the Primirtve. rimes ? 


' Firm, Weate moſt certain from the writings 
of the _ in thoſe cimes, py 
Irenzus, /ib. 2. cap. 39. Origen. (ib, 5, 1n cap, 
6, ad Rom., Cyprian lib. 3. ER. 8. al Fido, 
Hieronymus 1:6, 3, contre Pelagianos, Nazian, Ora- 
ones in ſacrum lavacrums, Baſil Orat, Exhort, ad 
Baptiſmum, Chriſoſt. Homil, 1, ad Neophyr. Au» 
guſtine lib, 10, de Geng cap. 23, The cuftome of 


Bapriſins 
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Bapriſing Infants is an Apoſtalical Tradition, lib, 4+ 
de Baptiſm cap. 24. 1dem —_— Proſper. lib. 22. 
de Vocatione Gentinms, Cap, 8, Theſe three Fathers 
making uſe of the Bapritinz of Infants as an argu» 
ment againſt the Pelagians, who denyed Original 
Sin, which praRiſe of Infant Baptiſm theſe ſub- 
tile Hereticks durſt never deny,becauſe they knew 
*rwas the practiſe of the Catholick Church, 


Dub. *Tis ftrange that ſo many Teſtimonies 
of the Antient NoRors of the Church, with ſuch 
evident places of Scripture before allegd., ſhould 
not hilence theſe perverſe men. 


Firm, By terming them perverſe, you render 
a jult reaſon why neither Scripture , nor. Fathers, 
nor Arguments v1Il ſatisfie them ; few of, this 
Se&R,(or indeed of any other) are Learned, 'excepr 
it be their Leaders, (Popiſh Priefts and Jeſuits) 
which ſpread ſuch errors by deſign ro make diviſt- 
Ons among "1s, that they might teign, Now *tis 
no ſtrang thing to ſee ignorance and perverineſs to 
dwellunder the {ame roof ; - for wv hosoever is ca- 
pable of Convigion mult have fome knowledg an1 
reaſon,thar ke may be able ro underſtand the force 
of an argument When cis propoſed unto him, as ſe- 
duced SeQaries ( being, men of very ſhort di- 
ſcourſe} do not Beſides that lirtle portion of reaſon 
which remains 1n them is ſo beclauded with feli- 
conceir, intereſt, and faQtion, prejudice , pride, 
and uneharirableneſs, thit the y have utrerly lott 
all uſe of itt, He that doubts of this, let him di. 
{courſe either with Quaket, or Anabapriſt, and he 
will find chem a very proud, ignorant, conceired, 
_ peryerſe people. D:. 
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Dub. I have ſufficiear experience of their 
Pride and Perverſneſs ; bur leaving them to their 
ovn ſimple fancyes & Enchufiaſms, ler us proceed 
tothe Presbyterians , to which party I firſt ad + 
hered when I forſook the Church of England , and 
and of all diſſenters from char Church, in my opi- 
nion, they have the greatelt ſheiv of reaſon for 
their ſeparation. 


Firm. In my judgment they have leſs reaſon 
co ſeparate then any other, becauſe they agree 
with us in Do&cinals, and are divided from us 
becauſe of ſome Ceremonies, which are confeſſed= 
ly things indifferent ; and for ſome modes of Go- 
vernment, viz. the Epiſcopal and Presbyrerian, of 
Which, thothe former be the beſt, and molt anti- 
ent, yet learned and molt moderate men of both 
parties, do acknowledg , that neither of theſe 
Forms of Government,are ſo eſſential to the being 
of a Church, bur that it may ſubſfiſt and be a true 
Church under either of them, potinu 4d bene efſe 
quam (implicitty ad efſe bur more of this hereafter : 
Bur before we begin our diſcourſe abour iPresby« 


terie, let us ſpeak a feiv things concerning Inde.. 


pendency, for I have heard chat you were ſom- 
cimes of chat perſivaſion, 


Dub. True, 1 was once an Independent, or 
Congregational man, bur ſeeing all SeRaries are 
in reſpeR of Church fellowſhip Independents,and 
chat theſe men for the moſt part have the ſame 
obje&ions againſt che Church- of England as the 
Independents make uſe of, I thought it ſuperflu< 
ous to trouble you with any particular diſcourſe 
Concerning them, Firm 
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Firm, | There are Three things belonging ro 
Independency,which we have not diſcourſed upon 
as yer, neither will they properly fall ander debate 
inour intended Dialogue about Presbyceriezif you 
pleaſe we will take a breif ſurvey of then. 


Dub, Imillingly embrace this motion. 


DIALOGUE VI 


Againſt 
Independency. 


Firm, =— firſt thing rhat I excepr againſt 

in the Independency,1is the gover- 

menc praiſed in their particular Cengregations, 
withour any jurisdi&ion one over another, ſorhat 
every of their Aſſemblies ; is abſolure within it 
ſelf, without depending upon any Claſſical, Dio- 
celian, Provincial, National Church , or general 
Counſel, whence they have the name of Indepen- 


dents. 


"Dub. Is it true that they will not admic of 2- 


ny Superior power over their reſpe:tive Congre- 
3t10nsSg 
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gations, nor appeal in caſe of diviſions am 
rhemſelves, unjuſt and injurious ſentences given 
1n their partial Judicatories, 


Firw. They admit of no appeals, or no coet- 
cive power overt them in any Confiſtories, Claſh, 
or Counſel ; One Congregational Ehurch may 
adviſe, exhort, or admoniſh another as brethren, 
or equals, bnt nor. puniſh or corre& as Judges or 
Superiors z What do you ſay to this new knack of 
Chucch Goverment, 


Dab. 1 think it to be Anarchical and confu- 
ſed, the Natural Parent of all Schiſms and Here- 
ſes; Idonot nov ſo much wonder how E xg/and 
of late years, ſince this headleſs faftion prevaild 
amongſt us, became a ſecond Amſterdam. What 
error What hereſy ſo groſs , ſo damnable , what 
injuſtice, what oppreſſion never ſo gretvous which 
might not go unpuniſhr in ſach aflemblys from 
which there lies no appeal ? how mult they be 
broken into infinite fraions , eſpecially where 
the fear of a Common enemy does not unite and 
peice them together ? 


Firm. Yourightly apprehend; for all cheſe dan- 
eers and inconveniences, are the neeeſlary, conſe. 
quents of Independent Congregations where any 
Popiſh Wolfin Sheeps Cloathing has a fair oppot- 
runicy to ſow the ſeeds of Anabaptiſm , Quaque- 
riſm,Soctaniſm,or any poyſonous Hereſy whatſoe- 
ver,toſpread the principles of Sederion, and trea- 
ſon; as has been of late ro much pratiſed in chis 
Nation,& 1 wiſh ſuch Tares be not ill ſcattered in 
eur ſeparating Convenricles to this very day.” Twas 
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the obſervation of Six Reb. Cotten above three. 
fcore years ſince that Priefts and: Jeſuits did pur 
6n the habirs of Captains, Merchants, & c. that 


that. they might deceive poor ignoranc le 
under chr difoule, opera P oſthu. Pag. 9 


Dub. You have ſaid enough againſt this head- 
tefſs Church Goverment, and the ſad conſequen- 
ces of it. 1 pray you proceed to the ſecond thing 
you promiſed to debare concerning Independency, 


Firm, The ſecond error does concern tiths, 
which generaly the Independents (wich other 
ſeRarys) would perſwade the world are a great op* 
preſſion upon the people , meerly Levitical and 
not due or lawfull uader the Goſpel, 


Dab. I defire to hear from you what may be 
feptyed to theſe cavils, for I believe they are no 
ter, 


Firm, The paying of Tiths is no oppreſſion 
upon the people,n&injury rothem ze all , forifno 
free-holder, Farmer or Tenant whatſoever ha's any 
legal or equirable right Br ricle ro che rench pare 
by purchaſe , Jonation, inhericance , leaſe, or by 
any other imaginable conveiance : then the paying 
of Tirhs can benno injury ar all, bue the free hold- 
er, Farmer, ot Piitchaſer ha's no legal right ro the 
renth parc, no more then rhe Minilter has co the 
other nine, becauſe for many hundred years it has 
been inveſted in; the Church by as good laws as 
2ny laytnan has right or ntle ro the free hold 
Farm or leaſe which he has Purchaſed or pays 


rent for ; ſo tharthe renth part cannor diſcend to 
any 
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any mm by inheritance, gift or puchaſe, neither 
does any Tenant, pay one Penny of rent to his 
Land lord for that part of the increaſe of Fruits, 
Grain,Graſs or any other Commodity whatſoever, 


Dub. Truly Sir, IT have heard as much z and 
if Tiches were taken from the Church,no queſtion 
Landlords would raiſe rheir Rents and Fines and 
Purchaſers would quickly find the price of land 
rais'd proportionably to a tenth part, 


Firm, « This is ſo plain that nothing but groſs 
ignorance, Envy and Malice againlt the Clergy 
can entertain the leaſt doubt of it, 


Dub. Sir, you put me in mind of one thing 
which I have often thought upon , and much won” 
derd at ; that generally thoſe hat go under the 
name of Proteſtants in your Church, have lictle 
reſpe& for their Miniſters : whereas Papiſts and 
Presbyterians ſhew great reſpe& to theirs, 


Firm, You need not wonder at it, the true 
reaſon of this contempt is for want of Zeale to 
that Religion which thay profeſs ; whereas Pa- 
pifts and Presbyterians are Zealous in theirs, 
Bur your meer formal Proteſtants (of which num+ 
ber there are too. many ) is a formal nothing one 
that is ſo far from the pover of Godlineſs, that he 
has not the naked formality of it : Now there can- 
nor be a greater ſign of an irceligious Arheilt , 
then contempr of the Clergy, for where they are 
deſpiſed, God cannot be honoured nor Religion 
bad in eſteem ; if the Gentleman that has aſſigned 
reaſons for the Contempt of the. Clergy had 
thought 


- - © + 


[ 109] 
thought on this, t'would have been worth all the 
reaſons in his whole Book , but it may be he was 
fo much a firanger to his own heart , that he 
thought nor of it. 


-Dab, Bur are notmany Miniſters themſelves a 
chief cauſe that they are ſo contemned? 


Firm, 1 was about torell you ſo ; 'tis much 
to be be wailed that roo many in holy orders are 
through ignorance , negligence in the duties of 
their calling, looſneſs in their lives and converſa- 
tions very ſcandalous, the greateſt Nonconformiſts 
of. all others , not true to our Church and her in. 


jun&ions in che moſt weighty matters, placing all 
"their Conformity in outward Ceremonies, and 


negleRing what is moſt neceſſary for their own 
ſalvation, and of thoſe poor Souls which are com- 
micred to their charge, which are in great danger 
to periſh through the ignorance, negligence and 
evil example of ſuch blind ouids, 


Dub. Bris not the poverty of many of vem 
and the poor pitrances allotred for their ſubfalt- 
ence as great a cauſe of their contempt as any . ? 


Firm, *'Tis very true 3; and *rvere a work 
worthy of the Defendor of the Faith, and a Reli- 
gious Parliament to redreſs this very great grie- 
vance; by uniting Lictle Churches, by finding Our 
ſome effzQual means for reſtoring ' of Impropriate 
Tiches and Glebs ro theic reſpeGive Mintfters; 
which Impropriations are the very dregs of Po- 
pery, anda grand Sacriledge in any one that ſhall 
detain them from the Church, , 

Dub, 


"$7: 


Dyh, 140 alittle wonder why you ſhould 
c:}1 Impropriations Popiſh ,leeing many of thoſe 
who took up arms againlt King Charles the Fauſt, 
dic it upon ti account -0f oppoling Popery,' and 
hindering the gro-: th,of ir in this Land , and, yet 
ſome of them are no imall I.npropriators, 


Firm, Certainly there was never a more, ma- 
nifelt peice of, hypocriſy in the world, for ep 
to be io ſeemingly zealous againlt the RIP 
of Rome , and yer be ſo deeply in love with her 
Sacriledve. Surely there is ſome-marvellous wh 
neſsin Tichs and Church lands, - that prelatical, 
P resbyterians, all parties can ſyallow down ſuch 
morſels without any ſcruple : but ler chem rake 
heed they prove not like thac liccle Book, Rev.1g, 
9. ſweet to the palate, bur bicter in the belly. 


Dub, Indeed I have heard that the Popes of 
Rome were the firſt and cheifeft Authors of Im- 
propriations, and that they did'alienate Tirhs arid 
Glebes from their reſpeRed Pariſh* Churches for 
the maintenance of Abbies, Priories, Nun- 
neries, Cc, 


Firm, *Tis ve:y certain that theſe alienations 
were made by the Authoricy '6f. rie Biſhop.of 
Rome for thoſe uſes , and ar-the demoliſhing i of 
thoſe places, thoſe Impropriats Tiths and Church 
lands, ' were either given or ſold ro/Courtiers arid 
orher of the Nobility and ' Gentry , which:has 
proved the ruine of many Antient and flouriſhing 
Families, and a very great hinderance rorþe 
growth of Religion for want of an' able 'Mimiſtry 

In 
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in many poor Pariſhes, where according 'to the 
old ſaying Scandalous livings have made aſc anda!- 
on Clergy; and nothing would be a more effe&nal 
redreſs of this grievance, then (as was ſaid before) 
the Unicing of litle Pariſhes, the reſtoring of 1m- 
ptopriate Tiths and Glebes to the Church; toge- 
ther with a diligent inſpeRKion of the Biſhops into 
the lives and learning of all choſe whom they ſhall 
either Ordain, 6r Intlicure. 


Dub. 1 amfully perſwaded, that the.paying of 
Tirhs is no oppreſſion er injury to any man ; buc 
the Independents , and other SeQaries imagine 
that Tiths are a Levitical maintenance, and there- 
fore to be abrogated under the Gofpel ; that Mi- 
niſters now are to be maincain'd by a voluntary 
Contribution , or at beſt co have a ſer ſtipend. 


Firm, Thar Tiths received not their begin. 
ning from the Levitical Law, is evident to any 
unbyaſed judgment, from the example of Abre- 
Bams paying them to Melchiſedeck ; of Facobs 
yowing to give rhe Tenth of all that the Lord 
ſhould bleſs im with ; from the Apoſiles large 
diſcourſe about Abrahaw and Melchiſedeck, Heb. 
7. By all which' *tis evident chat Tiths had not 
\cheit Original from the Levirical I aw, and were 


-nor ar firſt affixt co the «Aronical, but roche Alel- 


chiſedechian Prieſthood. 

Astotharof Stipend and Voluntary Comtribu- 
tion, *tis a meer plot of the Devil , and Popiſh 
Emiſſxries, to tender Miniſters contemprible, by 
making them Stipendiaries , or —— . 

b 
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dice&ly contrary to what St, Part has lad down, 
The Ejders+thar- rule well are worthy of double 
konor;which ſufficiently evincech, that hey ought 
to nave 4n honorable maintainance, and nor-to 
pend upon the-cold and frozen Charity of the 
people, (Lam ſure St.Pawl found his Coriwthiaw 
very backward ro ſupply the Miniſters neceſluy 
in becter rimes chen theſe we live in) like ſo ma- 
ny Stipendaries, or Alms-men, by which chey will 
be force to Preach placentia,or Rarve,and ſuit their 
DoArine to: the humor of every Mechanick. What 
a ſtrange piece of non-ſenſe is it, that amongſt our 
Congregarional men, the Mimifter ſhould be the 
only poor Dependent ? *Tis moſt certain and e- 
vident to all that can make uſe of their reaſon, 
thir Gods way for rhe Miniſters maintenance 13 
the beſt, Which both before, and under the Lay 
given by Moſes, was by liths, jat leaft by. God's 
approving of Ab-ahaw's paying them-co Melchiſe- 
th, * 1wasftrongly inGnuaredy that the. great 
Lord of Heaven ang Earth. would in after. rzmes 
order and appoint that Tiths ſhould be the main- 
renance for the Priclt and. Levire;:Whichihas.con- 
tinued for many hundreds of years under che Ga- 
ſpel, and rhere are. many, fair: proofs ſroqy;holy 
Scriptute,thar they are dne þy Divine Right; they 
argeltabliſhed by Civil and! Ecclefialtical Lan, 
are the moſt convenient; and Tational ' way for 
the Miniſters ſupport , Who by this meanes, when 
the earth brijigs fofch pletififillly fhites with-* che 


-people 1n'thar bleſſing ; *w hen leſs fruirfully as 


In times of ſcarcity,ſuffers wicth'them in rhis Ci- 
lamity, and thus partaking with them. in binlſengs 
. an 
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8nd aflifgqns will be the firter to Scir them up 
kfulnez@>for the one ,) and to preſs upon them 
reat duties of Patience and Humiliation. un 
der . other. 


Dab. I did nec .doubt_of: the lawfulneſs:and 
reaſonableneſs of Tiths before we entred upon this 
diſcourſe but now there is not the leali ſcniple in 
me concerning them; ; 


Firm, Therefore let us now proceed to. ano- 
ther grofs 'error' maintaind by the Indepenidencs 
and other--SeRaries, abour the eleting of \gifted 
Brethreniinto the office of Minifiers, . | 


'*Dxb, Thar any gifted Brother any one that, per- 
ſwades himſelf char he has the Spirit, and chrough 
a firong imagination coriceives himſelf fit co Speak 
in the Congregation, may Withont any fanher 
tryal, 'or tawſull call cake upon hit the office of 
Publick Preaching and Miniftring' in the '-Con- 
gregation (which zs the-moſt ſacred and weighcy of 
of all other) This is nothing leſs then a preſump- 
tuous uſruping of the Prietis office, This I know 
to be the Opinion and praQtiſe of Independents 
and ocher SeRareis ; let me have your judgment 
af it, + 


Firm, That you ſhall moſt willingly. And here- 
in my judgment. 1s that this is. one of, the moſt 
wild and Fanatick opinions , thatever centred into 
the minds of men; that ir opens a wide gap'to. all 
Schiſms and Herefies, acertain cauſe of all manner 
of diſorder and confuſions in the Church : upon 
this account, Prieſts and Jeſuits, and all _ 


"FEI 
of Sefaries, have: had ſo fair an/ oppertunicy: to 
vent their poyſonous.Tenents: in he Taddoen, 
dent Congregations. © :,./, _ $3 5-44 2 2591 214 
Dub, 1 am fully perſvaded chat Shiſms and 
Herehes are the neceſſary confſequems oF'meng 
-invading the Miniſtry without regular” "Ordiniatis 
n;\.;But for my bercer (atisfaRtiony: 1 pray-you'ler 
me underſiand the reaſons that-maxe 'apaitift- this 
Independent practiſe, = "of 
Firm. My Reaſons are theſs ;-gdravn- 
Firſtfrom. plain Scripture , as: Zer#m,-144 14, 
and 23.21. .wbere/there/1s @ complant” agai 
thoſe Prophets That Propheſied Lies in Gods: nar, 
41d be ſtur thtw-rot.* And ig. the Prophen, 
1 h#yt hor.. ſent theſe Prophets, and fee ey ran'; 4 
haye'# dheh upto them, and Jet t 63. opheſied, 
therefore they fab yot profit theſe people As all. 2 
- Neicher was this 'SendingandCalling anecefſt* 
Ty requiſite on! p-umderthe-Laus ; bur alſo in_rhe 
timeibfthe Goſpel;-! The firſt chat were ever: call 
ed ayd[ſent. tb preach the glad cidmngs of the king? 
dom of Heaven, were the Apotiles;,/ who wet? 
firttDiſciptesrorthe! beſt of Maſters |, before they 
were ſent out to Preach, Firſt Qualified for 
the work, and then Sent, .So upon, the -tzea- 
ſon-ind"death of Jude, Matthias Was tmade an 
Apoltle*mtisphce, bur by Elefion and Ording- 
ti6ti.-- Afts «Heb. 5; No mall wut take this honov 
»por hins but ht that i called of "Gol; either - inty 
mediately, or by be Governors af the Chyirch; 
and hereupon it was that St, Paul leit Timothy af 
og :f | 71 * F Ep eſ#s 
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E pheſas , and Titys at Creett , fo Ordain Flders in 
every Citty, inftruting them how che Priefis and 
Deacons ought to be qualified, 


"Tis well worth our obſervation how the A- 
le makes the ſalvation of .men to depend or- 
dinarily upon "the Preaching. of Sent and' Called 
Minifters ;' Row. 10. Whoſorver calleth upon the 
name of the Lord he ſhall be ſaved ; but ſuch Call. 
ing preſuppoſerh Believing, Hearing, Preaching, 
: ing ; how ſhall they Preach , except they be 
ent ? 


Dyb, Tis evident by-the Scriptures , both 
of the Old and New Tettatnent : That go man 
ought-to-rake upon him the Office of a Minifter, 

ore he has a lawful Call from the Church-, br 
can by working Miracles make ic appear, that he is 
immediately called frem God , which is not now 
to be expected. . 


Firm, And "tis as evident from the praftife 
of the Church from the rime of the Apoſiles,evert 
to this preſent age ; for be that ſhall peruſe her 
Records ſhall find that whoſGever did preſume ro 
rake upon himſelf the office of publick Preaching, 
or Adminiſtation of the Sacraments , without an 
extraordinaty Call, arreſted by Miracles, or an or- 
dinaty one from the GovernSrs of the Church, 
was ever accounted a Theif and a Robber, no true 
Shephatd that entred in at the Church door, but 
crept in, of climb'd up fome other way. 


And hereupon Tertsltkas complains , That in 


their Heretical Conventicles their Women were 
I 3 bald 
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bold pratlers, they did preach , diſpute. , baptize ; 
meer Laicks;did uſurp the Prieſts office, by which 
means, i«ſtrad of coxverting Heathens, they did per 
vert Chriſtians, Sc, Hierom alſo in an Epiſtle to 
Paulinw, complains, That every one did preſume to 
interpret holy Scripture ; prating old women, doti 
old men, Huchandmen, Maſons, Tacks of all trades; 
even as it has been in this divided Nation; Trades- 
men, Shoemakers, C oblers ; Glovers, bs 
have skip'd from the Shop to the Pulpir,and have 
lefc firching of graments, to make arent inthe 
Church, 


Dub; There is tv ingenuous man that is ac= 
quainted with the - Tenenrs of Anabaptiſts and 
Quakers, that will deny , that our Sefaties have 
ſharpned their Tools,which rney have uſed againſt 
us; at the Forges of theſe Philiſtins, Have you any 
thing elte co objeR aginlt theſe Schiſmarick prat- 
ices? 

Firm, Yes , The prudential order which uſed 
in all other callings ; the ableſt Lawer, Gentle- 
maa, Soldier,mu!t __—_— the office of a Judge 
Juſtice of Peace , Commander in' war without 
a Commiſſion ; a Erudent in Phylick cannot pra. 
Riſe without a Linence ; no man can ſer up his 
Trade" in a well Governd Corporation untill he 
has ſery'd out his Gpprentiſhip, and 1s made a 
Freeman. Such excellent order 1s obſervd in Civil 
2 1irs ; bur in the great concerns of the Church, 
'there ſhould be nothing” bur confukon, if theſe 
men might be ſufferd ro a& according to their ir» 
rational and extravagant Phanſies, 


Dh, 
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Dab, *'Tis moſt apparent that their ations are 
againſt Scripture, rhe praftiſe of the Carrhclick 
Chutch , and-the diRates of reaſon ; which no 
Chriſtian , no Scber man will conrradi&, There- 
fore let us leave this headleſs Fa&tion, and diſ- 
courſe about Presbyrery which has the moſt plau- 
ſible reaſons for its Nonconformiry to our Church, 
of any other that do ſeperate from us, 


DIALOGVE VIE 


Againſt i 


Presbytery. - 


Firm., y firſt tep you made qur of out 

Church (as I have heard) was unto 
Presbyterie ; 1 defire to know the reaſons why you 
left our Colnmunion, and made choice of theirs ? 


Dub, I confeſs the firit ſtep 1 made out of the 
Church of England, was into the Tents of Presby- 
terie, thence to the Independents,and ſo tothe Ana- 
baptiſt, and at aſt I became little bercer then an 
Atheiſt, as 1 before have declared. Thus unhap- 
py man as I was, being our of the true Church, 
I 3 I 
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I was like N-2h's Dove our of che Ark; fluttering 
over the Flo91s of E:rors, andSoifterous w aves of 
Shiſms, Fattions, and Herehies , finding no firm 
land for the ſole of my foot totelt upon. 


Pirm, This was not your caſe alone}, but of 
many an un{tadle ſoul, chat in choſe lare times of 
Rebellion, & confution, Eph.4. has been blown about 
with every wind of doftrize by the ſleight of men, ( Je- 
ſuirs, Prielt, and Sociniaas) and their cannpy craf- 
rineſs , whereby they hav? lain iy wait to ; 35 4 
An1 hence it was that che Prophet David's curſe 
tell hervy upon chem : for ch{y have fallen from 
one wickedns(s to another; from one wicked o- 
pinion to a ſ:cond, a third, Fc. till art length 
they have turned Seckers, Scepricks, Arheiſts, and 
Scoffers at all Religion. « 


Dub. This was once my condition , but 
praiſedb2 the Lord, who has brought my foot our 
of rhe ſnare. TI have by his bleſſing ſhaked off alt 
thoſe wild and groundleſs fancies, and am more 
then half perſvaded that the Church of England, 
is on? of the molt OrthoJox, Apoſtolical Churches 
under the cope of Heaven, However for my bet- 
ter confirmation, let me hear your anſ-vers to thoſe 
exceptions which che Presbyterzans have urged, a» 
gainſt her goverment by Arch-Biſhops , Biſhops, 
Deans and Chapters, her Lycurgie, her ſer Forms 
of Prayer , her Ceremonies,her receiving perſons 
of ſcandalous lives,and groſly ignorant in the prin- 
ciples of Religion, to the holy Sacrament of the 
boly and blood of Chriſt, Theſe were the great 

icandals at which I ſomtimes ſtumbled all 
rom 
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from the Communion of the Church 4 ints the 
Congregation of our Claſſical Brethren. 


. Firm. ſhall moſt willingly give in my an- 
fer to thoſe exceptions, in that order you have 
ranked theni, Therefore in the firſt place, ler me 
hear whit .you-tan objeR againft our Biſhops. 


Dm, . I have been told, They are Antchriſti- 
an, not heard. of in the Primittye rimes. Such 
Plants as our Heavenly Father hath not planted, 
and therefore to be rooted our. 


Firms. True 'cis; ſuch dirt has been caſt upon 
that Sacred Order by ignorant and diſcontented 
py ſuch -an 6ne was Aeris the firſt Anti- 

piſcopal man-we read of; but this groundleſs 0. 
pinion 1s abundantly confured by the Teltimony 
of holy Scripture, by the praRtiſe of rhe Liniverſal 
Church ;” arrefled by the general conſent of Fa- 
thers and Councels, as you may ſee in Dr. Ham. 
mond's book againſt Blondel; Dr. T ay/or's treatiſe 
f the Divine right of Epiſcopacy, with many 0- 
thers, 


'Firſt, 'The Scripture is clean for differrenc 
Ordets is the Clergy. Our bleſſed SaFiour be- 
fides his Seaventy Diſciples, had his Twelve A- 
poliles,, which were ſuperior ro them , as is evi- 
dent by the chnſing of Marthiav into the place of 
Jude; from the example.of Timothy and Tims, 
the one a Fiſhop of Cree, the. other of Epheſus ; 
by the (heverel conſent of Antiquity, in thoſe and 
other Churches, In-rhat. once famous Church of 
Rome, We have the Catalogue of thoſe Biſhops 

TER , which 


dpre. 1. 3. 
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which preſided there, about Thirty of them ſuf. 
fering Marcyrdom for the Teftimbny of our Lord 
Jeſus. What ſhould 1 mention the Angels of the 
Seaven Aſjiatick, Churches ? which þy the general 
eonſenc of the Fathers, were the Biſhops of choſe 
Churches ; nay ' St. Hierome himſelf. ( no good 
friend to rhis Order) does acknowledg , Thar 
when Chriſtians began to he divided, one being of 
Paxl, an other of Cephas, ro prevent fuch Schiſms, 
chere paſt an vniverſal Decree rhroughour the 
world, Taz Biſhops ſhould be ſetled in every 
Citty , Who ſhould govern with che.” Common 
Councel of the Bresbycers ; and that one of the 
Bresbyrers ſhould be ele&ed and ſer over the reſt, 
for taking away the ſeeds of Schiſm, 


Dub. I am very well perſvaded, by what you 


have ſaid, that che Primicive goverment of the 


Church, was by Biſhops , with the affitance of 
che Presbyrerie , who hid authority over «the 
Presbyters, and were their ſuperiors. _ Bur I pray 
you ſatisfie me in this one thing. Why did St. 
Pax! ſoſhirply reprove the Corinthiavs , for not 
excommunicating the 'Inceſtuoiis Perſon, if they 
had no aurhoricy ſo to do wichour a: Biſhop ? 


Firm. This at the firſt fight ſeems to be a very 
ſmart objeRion: bur if we ſeriouſly confider the 
words upon which *cis grounded, 1t has no weight 
at all. The Text thar 1s cited ro prove" it1s. I, 
Corinth. 5.2. Te are pufſed up, and have net rather 
wourned, that be that hath done this deed might be 
taken away from 4am? 
reproves them for want of humiliation, for ſo foul 
Js 


you. Where the Apoltle - 
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4 fin, noc for thenegteR of Excommunication, He 
that had: commutred that great-fm, was to be raken 
away, or cut off-from the (hutch, bur they them- 
ſelves conld not exclude him, bur this was ro be 
done by the Spirit. of St. Pawl , verſe 3,4. in 
whom+the . power” of Jurisdiion was oyiginally 
ſeared; there being then no Biſhop of Corinth; for 
evident it is, that in thoſe Churches, where there 
were no Biſhops, the Apoſtles kept rhe power of 
Juriſdi&ion in their own, hands,unril Biſhops were 
ſerled among them, asis manifeRt in the Churches 
of Epheſws and Creert,, Neither can it ever be 
proved thas Bresbyrers (as ſuch) had any Juriſ. 
di&ion belonging to the publick goverment of 
the Church, bart by particular Subſtitution and De- 
legation from the Apoſtles, and Biſhops , and nor 
by virtue of their.own Order, 


'Dub. Tam very well ſatisfied, both from Scri” 
ture, and the general praiſe of the Church 
(which is the beſt Comment on the Text) Thar 
Epiſcopacy is an: Apoſtolical Ipfticution : and 1 
confeſs I am much confirm'd in this perſwaſion,by 
Gods bleſſing ugon our Exg/ih Biſhops and E. 
piſcopal men ; ſuch as Cranmer, Ridley, Jewel, 
Carlton, Abbots, Morton, Andrews, Uſher, (who 
of Evgliſh extraftion) Hall, Laud,and Sanderſon, 
Hooker, Cracanthoyp, Fachson, &c. whoſe profound 
Learning and Piety,. has given the greateſt wounds 
corhe'Church of Rome, that ever ſhe received 
from any Proteſtant writers ;' and their judictous 
works have been the ſtrongeſt ſence. again{t' Pope- 
, Herefie , Rebellion and Schiſm , rhat *rhe 
Elviftian world can ever boaſt of, 


G + wo 


Firm, 
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Firm, IT muchrejoyce that you have ſo -good 
an opinion of our Biſhops and Epiſcopal men 3 1 
hope che Auchority of theſe renowned Werthiey 
will weigh much with you in our following. di- 
ſcourſes, We will now, if you pleaſe, proceed:to 
your exceptions againſt Deans and Chapters,: you 
ſhall find all thoſe Learned men before mention< 
ed, and many more your oppoſites in this your 
ſecond exception, as well as in the former. 


Dnub. *Tis probable IT ſhall, however that L 
may receive full ſarisfa&ion from you , give me 
leave to propoſe ſome doubts and ſcruples Which 
I have againſt chem. As 


1+ They were not from the Beginning, bur as 
it were of yeſterday, 
2+ They ſeem to be very uſeleſs, ſerving only 
" maintain the pride and grandure of many idle 
rones. 


3- Many poor Parochial Churches are rob'd: 
of their Tiths and Glebs co maimain ſuch lazy: 


Miniſters, | 

4. Their Vicars Choral, and Singing-mep are 
many of them of no very commendable converſa- 
tion, have lictle ſenſe, or relifvof Religion, 

5- Their Toning of Prayers, their Chore fer- 
vice is like aLatine Maſſe, not underfiood by the 
people. 

6. Their Organs, and other Muſical Inftru- 
ments are Levicical, utterly unlawful under che 
Cofpel. 


Frm. You may think theſe are ſuch knors: 
-whith 
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which admir of no eaſy ſolution ; bur I ſhall pre- 
ſencly, make you underſtand the cBncrary. 


, Firſt, I ſhall ſhew yourthat Cathedrals, Deans 
and Chapters, (though not under thoſe names ) 
were from the beginning of Chriſtianity. Iris 
clear from the Acts of the Apoltles, and the Re- 
cords of the Church , that the Apoſtles and Diſci« 
ples of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriit (choſe 
ſpiritual Fiſhermen) calt in their ners Where they 
were like to make the greateſt and moſt advanteg1- 
ous draughts. They uſually Preached in the moſt 
Populous Cirtys, where they eſtabliſhed Churches 
which anon after were called Mother-Churches, 
to Which the Suburbican, or thoſe rhar dwelt in the 
adjacent Villageswere ſubject, and with the Mo- 
ther-C hurches made up the Biſhops Dioceſs , 
which they governed (as Sr. Hirome confeſſes) by 
the common councel and affiltance of Presbicers, 
rermed ar Rome in after times Cardinels , or 
chief Presbiters, and in the time of Charles the 
oreat (as ti Magdeburgenſes inform us) were' in- 
corpared into a Colledge under the name of Dem 
and Chapter; the Dean by the Canon-laiv being 
called Arch- Pre>biter. Before the founding of 
Univerſſrys, theſe Carhedrals were the Schools 
of the Prophexs, where youngStudenrs were train'd 
up in the Study of Divinity and other good learn- 
Ing; Gerard gives us a tat of their firſt inſtitution, 
their corruption, and how they might be reflored 
rorh&ir primitive uſes. I could wiſh that ſome 
learned Perſon who has the advantage of Bo» ks, 


and well Studyed men to conſult with,and leiſare, 
(all 
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t "Twas (all which we Country Miniſters are deprived of ) 
wt low would wrige in*the Vindication of Cathedrals, 
xe, on and mainifelt co this invidious age, that the inſti- 
= bork tution of Deans and Chapre:rs 1s very uſefull to 
x 414 14. che Church, and very Ancient, as I before 1ntt- 
pendes: muted (although under other names:) and I do 
perſwak0% fomwhat wonder that neither Biſhop, Dean , or 
—_— © x5 Ganon (Co far as | kao v) has hicherro vindicated 
of Cirin theſe Churehes,from thoſe reproaches which have 
Ciurci in been caſt upon them, by ignoranr, ſpitefull, ſacri- 
——s 1 oo legious perſons, F 
ares 

nr thee Dub. Burt do pot we ſee that Biſhops , 
' tha:zht t# Deans and Canong, do not joyn together in the go- 

” _ A verme2nt of the Church, bur rather are at variance 
chriſtian; and oppoſe one anorher , are mottly Non-reſidenr, 
why (hd Keep not that Hdoſpitalicy which their Predecefſors 
they be e- uſually did? and therefore they being thus uſeleſs, 
ſleemed ſo *civere fit their lands were ſold and imployed to 


ww? better purpoſes, 


Firm, This was your ſecond exception againſt 
Cathedrals, bur a very frivelous one, drawn from 
the worſt Topick; from perſonal abuſes, ro rake a 
way the true ue of the ching it ſelfe. This 19 
meer Clowns Logigh and makes as much againſt 
Pariſh Churches , Schools, Univerſities and all 
Courts of Juſtice,as againlt Cthedrals.The abuſes 
ought to be raken away ; I am as much for a refor- 
mation as any man , but not for an extirpation, 

P It Biſhyps, Deans , and Chapters, do not.,zoyn 
toz2cher in che goverment of the Church, *cis 
th2 fault of ch2ir Perſons nor of their Inſticurion. 
D22nz and Canons oughr co bs of Councel co the 

Biſhop 
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Biſhop in a ſubordinate- way ; not to have cordi- 
nate power and Authority with him, If they are 
too-much.guilty of non-refidence , (as it cannot be 
denyed byy that many of rhem are, ) this ought co 
be reformd by Mults and Puniſbments, bur eſpe*s 
cially by thoſe that have the power of collaring 
thoſe dignities, that they do not confer them upon 
any perſon that lives out of the Dioceſs, or at roo 
oreat a diftance from theCathedral,which is a very 
po abuſe and wants Reformation, As for the 

eeping of Foſpitality , the cavil is juſt the ſame 
which the Egiptyans had againft the 1ſralzrs, for 
not fulfilling their taſe of Brick, when they deny. 
ed them ſfiraw to make it. Sacrilggious hands have 
Robbed Cathedrals of many of their rich Mannors, 
and how ſhould it be poſhble for Deans and Pre- 
bends"ro maintain that Hoſpiraliry which their 
Predeceſſors heterofore have kepr.I know a Canon, 
of one of rhe moſt Auntient Cathegrals in Exg- 
land , that his neceſſary expences in his Refidence, 
&)journeys,being deduRed,did not receive de claro 
five pounds yearly,for ſeven years in twelve. Nojw 
according to the lay of God and nature, Families, 
Wives, and Children muſt be provided for ; and 
how can ſuch neceflary proviſion and aty confide» 
rable Hoſpitality ſtand rogerher,out of an Hundred 
Matks or an Hundred Pounds of yeary Income ; 
which is more then ſome Carhedral Refidentaries 
do receive ro my knowledge ? I wiſh that thoſe 
ef the Gentry who have 'their 1 houſands of yearly 
Revenues would forbear their ſquandring - .. 
their Rich Parrymonies in vanities and very fnful 
courſes, that they would keep Hoſpitality and Re- 
dence, upon their owu Rich Mannors , _— 
ces 
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their poor Tenines and Neighbours who 6at the 
Bread: of careſulneſs, and then they might with 
grexcer confidence cavil at the non-refdence' and 
want of Hoſpicalicy in the Clergy. The beſt way 
to pull our the Moch which they diſcover / tn the 
Churches ' eyes firſt of all ro cat out rhe . Beam 
Which is inthetr own eye. | 

Second,Whereas you obje&,that Cathedral digs 
nities are made ſubſervient to the pride and luxu- 
ry of the 1dſe and 12zy Miniſters ; my reply {hall 
be very ſhort. If any ſuch be.crepr into ſuch places 
T ſhall not be their advocate, bur be teady to throw 
the firſt Stone at them, Bur I pray you do not calt 
ſuch dict upon' thoſe who have laboured.un rhe 
word and do&rine , but eſteem them, warthy of 
_double honor, however the infirmities of old. age; 
have now ſeized upon rherh ; . dimaneſs. of fighs, 
weakneſs .of .memoary, an hoarſe voice, and feeble 
Jungs. If cheſe Cathedral perferments be great en- 
couragements to, younger men?, (which , none. bur 
Fools and. Sactilegious perſons will deny). V.V hy 
may not ſuch places , Sow ſo many Eccleſtaſti- 
cal Hoſpitals: for theſe ( {hires emi) of 
ſouldiers of Jeſus Chriſt ? .whp bave'watr'd a good 
warfare, and though nowy 'they are leſs able! to 
reach in the Pulpic, yet may they.inftrut ourrof18, 
'by their graye and exemplary lives, and ſage coun- 
.cels. 1 Tim, 5.17. Let the Elders that rule well (i 
ecy4:2755 NOL agsuere) be'wirihy of donble hos 
yor, 


Dub.-'T beg your pardon fot thoſe haſty words 


thar dropt from me againſt Cathedrals, © I clearly 
| unders 
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underſtand they are not ſo uſcleſs #8 the ignorance, 
envy; and twalice of ſome men would render they. 
Let ine hear from you how you cinvindicate them 
from defrauding Patochial Churches of their 
Tiches -and Glebs, -by appropriating them to 
theraſelves, 


Firm, This exception cannot torally be avoid- 
ed ;.yes' Cathedrals are not ſo much in faulr as 
the Supream power of che land, which rook away 
rheic; rich Mannors, and gave them in cheir, ſtead 
lean-and ſcandalous Impropriations , which (as 
ſore ſay) was done in policy to prevent their to« 
tal abolition, which fate Abbies and Priories had 
tirely fufferred under; for thoſe rich Mannors 
being exchanged for poor Impropriarions, Cathe- 
dralswere nor nowv ſo ſiveer and Huſhious morſels 
ey ſycrilegions palates. _ 

-, Dub, Bur js there no meanes to augment tbe 
majncenance of thoſe Churches whoſe Tiches: are 
Impcopriareo Gathedrals f ; 


| Firm, At his Majeſties happy Reftauration, 
thete was 2 fait opportunity Which dfferred it ſelf, 
the like we canngt expe&t, How eafie hid it þe 

en to have ferled a competent maintenance upon 
oft Churches in che Nation ? | Some augmetity- 
cions by bis” Majeſties appointment were then 
made, I wiſh there had been more : I know no 
cher gay co redreſs this grievance, but by annex- 
ing ſome Prebends unto the Vicaridges of theſe 
Iapropriated Churches, which might be done 

Caedrals gf the old Fonndation , where there 
= are 
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are minor Prebendjries diſtin&from Reſidemias 
ries,mean While,choſe Parochiat Churches are ſup» 
plyed moſtly by che Vicars Chorahwhoſe maintes 
nance from their Colledge and peivy Tithes, re+ 
ceived from thoſe Churches where chey;ſerve, is 
not contemptible. 1wiſh *were bertes,,andchax 
ſome of them, by rheir induſtry and conſcientious 
diligence in their Miniſtry did deſerve a berrer 
ſubſiſtance, at which wiſh no man can rake excep- 
tiotis, bur he that is guilry of ignofince or neght- 
ence iti rhe duty of is callins,” which 'is'hig 
Fault in deing'ſs, and not mine+ in” wiſhing it 
ſhould be otherwiſe. Ir (1299 
-. Dub. ,: Iperceiye by your difcoule that 'tis ra 
the; the unhappineſs , then the faulc of Cathedrals 
that Pafochial Tiches are appropriated. unco them 
bur cettainly it Canons Refdenciaties: were, Be 
neficed in, or near the Cicties where Cathedrals 
ate ſcitiſize; and a competent midibtenance allow. 
ed them Fronyrhe teſpeRive Cittizerts,” 'the' VT; 
——_ (thoſe of chet who'are nbt Preachety 
might aſhlt as Curates, for Baprizings, Burials;and 
other inferiour Offices, ad fo by the —_—— 
relidence of the Biſhops, Deanes, , Canons and; Vi, 
car9Choral, the, Chore ſervice, Preaching _ Cares 
<hizing , Church - diſcipline, and Govermen 
might be-1riuch becter performed chen now'ir 18, 
_ thoſe andils and NIPROy which are {o 
requently caft upgn_ Cathedrals, mar | Zationa ally 
be Suifated, "8 = 6 Hb WP. w_ 
- Firm, -I much' approve of what you 'ſay, foi 
te Non-refigency of Biſhops, - Deans; and- Ca# 
pO8s, 
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ons, and the remote Vicaridges of Vicars Cho. 
ral from their reſpeAive Cathedrals, is the juſt 
occaliqn that the ſervice of God is very perfun. 
Qorily performed, to the great ſcandal of the Go- 
verment of the Church, which we can look upon 
as a grieveance, bur *cis only in the power of King 
and Parliament to redreſs, 


Dub, The Lord' pur it into their hearts, to 
undertake ſo good and pious a work, I et me now 
hear what you can anſwer eo what is objeed 
againſt rhe Lives ane Converſations of .Vicars 

oral, Petty Canons, Singing-men, as they are 
ſetled in ſome Cathedrals, 


Eirws. My anſiver is, That the charge is too 
general, and ſavours of want of Charity, Thar 
ſome of them may beſuch, whoſe converſation 
1s nor. ſo' commendable as it ſhould be, or thar 
they have not thar ſenſe and reliſh of Y eligion, 
| which ought tobe in men of that Place and Call- 
Ing , 1 fear may too juſtly be charged upon them ; 
bur much. of this. dirt might be wiped off by the 
conſtant Reſidence, grave Example, and firit Dix 
ſcipline of thoſe ro whom the goverment of the 
Church belongs. 'Tis confeſſed , tharthrough the 
corruption of our natures', the beſt duries, fre. 
quently perform'd, are apt to degenerate into cold 
and airy formalities. 

'Tis the great happineſs of thoſe Chriſtians 
which dwel near Cathedrals, that chey may meet 
Three trmes a day, Evening, Morning, and Noon, 
$0 offer - up prayer and praiſes tothe High and 
Holy God ; bur 'tis very .muck tobe nonced, 

b "rac 
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that Cittizens, and others, not hindred by necef. 
ſarie occaſions , ſhould be ſo frequently abſenc 
from theſe ſolemn Aſſemblies, as uſually they are, 
It is yet morero be,lamenred,thar thoſe whoſe'du- 
ty it 1s ro officiate at thoſe ſolemn ſervices ſhould 
look upon them as a (penſum,) a task, 7 burden; as 
naughty boyes at ſchool do their lefſons'; how far 
areſuch tap1d ſouls from holy David's zeal and 
piety.Oxe thing (ſaith that good King, P/al.22.4.) 
have 1 deſired of the Lord, which 1 ſhall ſeek after, 
that [ may dwel in the houſe of the Lord all the daies 
of myy life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in his Temple. x 

"Want of ſenſe & zeal ar holy Offices, is not the 
fault of Chore, or Quire ſervice, bur of thoſe that 
Officiatezwho if rhey will ſeriouſly fix their hearts 
upon thoſe holy duries ; when they ſing and give 
praiſe,'as David did, atrending to the'matrer of 
their heavenly and raviſhing Anthems, as well as 
to rhe Muſick, they would not look apon' the ſer- 
vice as a burden, bur as a bleſſed opportunity thus 
to praiſe Almighry God in the beauty of Holy. 
nels, - 

Dab., Happily it might be ſo to thoſe, whoun- 
derijood choſe Anthems, bur I have heard ſome 
ſay , thac che {inging in Chores is to them much 
like a Latine ſervice, they knowing not What is 
lung. , 

"Firm, This is y6ur Fifc Exception , and *tis 
indeed a very weak one ; there being none whe 
frequent chis ſervice, bur know very. well what j, 
ſuos, (unleſs ic be che full Anthenz) fer choſg 
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that make this objeKion , frequent this ſervice, 
and then chey will be aſhamed of ſo frivelous 
a Cavile , and cafily perceive che fault ro-have 
deen in themſelves, and not in the ſervice, 


Dub. There is one exception yet behind a- 
h on your Chore ſervice; as the uſe of Muficall 

nſtruments, in the performance of a great parc 
of ic , which are ſaid ro be Levincal, and there» 
fore unifwful under the Goſpel , as we have 
ſeen in the Geneva Nores upon the laſt Pſalm, as 
alſo in Aquines, Queſt. 22, 9g, 19. and divers 
other Learned Men, 


Firw, This is a very groſs miſtake; for Muſical 
Inftruments are not part of theLewinical law, never 
inſtituted byMoſes,wvho was fo faithful a ſervant in 
his cruſt that-he would not have omitted co enjoyn 
chem , hadthey been given him in Charge by All- 
mighty God. They were in uſe long before Hoſes, 
preſencly afrer the Creation of the world, for Ger.q. 
we read that the rare gift of playing on Muſical 
Inſtruments was given to J#bs/, Can we imagine 
chat ſuch a gifr ww beſtowed on him to Stir up 
wantonneſs and luſt, by the more artificial ſinging, 
of unſavory Sonners ? Or is it not more rational to 
conceive that this skil in Muſick was given to men 
to Sing forth the Praiſes of our grear Creator in 
a more excellent manner ? When we Glorify the 
Lord we ought 10 exalt bins as much as we '0an: Ec- 
clefiaſticus. 43. 30. And ſurely if Muſick has a 
natural influence upon our affeRions ro Stir up 
and quicken them in wantoneſs and daliance, cer- 
cainly ix may work the ſame effeR, upon them to 
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Quicken and enliven tliem jb a more devout and 
intenſive Prailing of Almig ty God inall thoſe 
char haye a Religious tendency , and a ſerious 
diſpoſition to his worſhip and ſervice z beſides 
ſeing 'cis- a moral and perperual- duty , to ſhew 
forth the Praifes of. God, all rational men will 
confen-that this ought ro be performed after the 
beſt manner, and conſequently with ſuch skil and 
are that has the greateſt influence upon ofir affei- 
ons, rather then after ſuch a manner which renders 
the ſerviſce of God mean and contemptible as 
*cis rendred in many of our Parochial Churches. 


Dab, You have fully ſatisfied me that Muſical 
Inftruments in the ſervice of God are nor Levis 
rical, bur are natural means to Stir up the affeRi- 
ons iti theſe ſacred Hyms and Anthems. Never- 
theleſs I have heard that many who are much rtak- 
en with Chore Anthems, are much offended at the 
manner of reading of Prayers in Gathedrals; when 
they pray for the Sick, they uſe che ordinary rone 
which is uſed -in Pariſh: Churches, ar other times 
they pronounce their Prayers inf} middle way be- 
rween Reading and Singing. Which ſeems to be 
not ſograve and ſutable ro ths Solemnity of Pray- 
a 2 p 


Firm, I confeſs this is a common ohjeRion,and 

[ ome chat are no.cnimes.to Cathedral ſervice have 

in this much deſired 4 reformation, bur this muſt be 

lefr co the prudence of chaſe that ſetar-the Serne z 

mean white we ought nor ro condemn the Quite» 
lecyice far this ſeeming indecency, well knowin 
whac che fireſs of Religigug duties does nor confil 

iy 
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in the toning and modulation of the voice but in 
the Mulick of the heart and afteRions, in a ſerious 
and devour fixing of.the mind upon the things thar 
are Read or Sung, the want of which, in thoſe who 
Read Prayers or Sing Anthems, is no little fin,and 
one main reaſon why ſome of our Singtng-men are 
not ſo ſeriouſly devour as they ought ro be, & real- 
ly thoſe that are frequently prefent, officiating in 
holy duties unpreparedly, careleſsly formally, and 
1creverently, by Gods juſt judgment may be given 
up toa ſenceleſs ſtupidity, for their prophanation of 
the holy ordinances of God, | 


Dab. "Tis certain, that aIprophane carleſs per- 
forming of Divine ſervice 'is a very great ſin, and 
a neceflary cauſe of irreligion and pratical As 
theiſm, one exception 1 had allmoſt forgott which 
concerns Choriſters , who are aid to be, fotithe 
moſt part, very untoward Childten, 


f* Firm. Firſt, This cannot be denyed, but th2 
reaſons are firſt, negligence in the Muſick Maſters, 
whoſe chiefeſt care 1t is to reach themto Sing, 
and the end why rhey Sing: namely. ro ſer 
forth rhe Praiſcs of their Creator, neither are they 
Þ careful to infirat them” hox ro behave them- 
ſelves reverently and devoutly at the worſhip and 
ſervice of God, 


$econdly, Some of them are nor ſet to the 
Grammer School, where upon they ſquarider away 
a great part of their rime in v4hn ports, and idfe- 
_ which is the Worher of all villany afid wick- 
nfs, | "I 
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" Thirdly, Bur the chiefeſt reaſon of all is that 
&r_ Choriſters are commonly the Children or 
mean Parents , who for the moſt part are very 1g- 
norant in the great matters of Religion , and exe 
ecreamly negligent in the concerns of their own 
and their Childrens Souls ; Now Deans and 
Chaprers are neceſſitated tro make choiſe of ſuch 
poor Children, becauſe the better ſort of people, 
diſdain to have their Children brought up in thar 
noble Scienceof Muſick, which 1s chair groſs ige 
norance ; beſides their ſcorn and contempr of this 
Science, they miſconceive that if they ſhould ſend 
them ro the Muſick School it would hinder them 
in their Grammer learning , which might eaſily 
be prevented by imploying thoſe hours only ax 
Muſick which are ſpenr in fooliſh , inſignificant 
ſporrs and paſtimes, which as Iam inform'd, is the 
praiſe in ſome places beyond Sea ; where their 
youths ſpend much of the afrernoons in Muſick 
and Dancing, Training, Mathemarticks, and ſuch 
like manly and profirable exerciſes,which conduce 
both to the health of the body, and benefir of che 
underſtanding. 


Dab. I petrceive that thoſe exceprions againſt 
Deans aud Chaprers and Cathedral ſervice are 
not ſo ſubſtantial, as once I conceived them to be. 
If you pleaſe, we will now proceed to choſe which 
I have heard urged wich much earnefineſs againſt 
Cer forms of Prayer, and in parcicular ria the 
Licurgie ofthe Church of England, 


Firs. Moſt willingly, I pray you favour me 
with che recical of chem, "RY 


Das, 
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Dyb. *Twould be to much trouble and to lit- 
cle purpoſe to mention all chat 1 have heard, fe- 
ing many of them are very frivolous and not Wor- 
thy of a ſerious anſwer, thoſe that ſeem to be the 
moſt material, are, Firſt that they afe impoſed by 
mans Authority. Secondly, they tint the Spirit. 
Thirdly rhey are cold and dead forms, our Spirits 
are not affected, and quickned by them, as by con- 
ceived and excemporary Prayers. 


Firm, Fitlt, whatſoever is impoſed upon us 
by mans Authority conctary ro the word of God 1s 
utterly unlawfull, but ſer Forms taken out of Gods 
word, are not contrary to that word, eſpectalty 
when not only che very matcer of them-is con- 
tained in Holy Scripture , but the very words 
and phraſe. *Tis/a ſtrange peice of nonſence ther 
what is in it felf lawfull and laudable ſhould ceaſe 
to be ſo, becauſe 'tis commanded by our Superiors. 
True indeed, that things in themſelves lawfull (be- 
ing in their own nature but indifferent} if com- 
manded as neceſſary and intrinſically boly,are upon 
chat account unlawfullt and repugnant to Chriſti- 
an liberty; but more of chis 'when we ſhalt dif- 
courſe about,Ceremomes. 


Secondly, That the Spiric is fiinted by a ſer 
Form z and that Reading of Prayers ourof a Fook, 
* cannot, be praying by the Spirit. 


To this I reply, That if their were any truth in 
theſe exceptions , how” comes it topaſs that »e 
have ſo. many ſet Form®# of Prayer , and thanks- 
giving in Holy  Sctiprure ? Hoiy do fer formr 

of 
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of Prayer more ſtint the Spirit, then fer /Formy 
of Pſalms for Singing ? Yea; does aſer Form of 
Prayer more ſtine the Spirit then the extem 
rary conceptions of the Miniſter limit and Riine 
the Spirit of the Congregation, ro whom they 
are upon this account in the nature of ſer Forms ? 
When theſe queries (hall be rationally anſwered, 
1 (hall through away all ſec Forms which have 
been uſed- by the ''hriftian Churches for above 
1400 years, Beſides thoſe of che Presbyterian 
perſwaſion allow'd chem as lawfull in their confes» 
rences with the Biſhops anen after his Majeſties 
re{tauration. 

As tothe other part of the other exception that 
reading of P rayers out of a Book cannot be pray- 
ing by the Spirit z this to thoſe who underiand 
che true meaning of that Phraſe is a molt frivilous 
cavill ; for ſerting aſide the extraordnary gift of 
praycr,to pray in, or by, the Spirit denores firſt the 
making of onr prayers according to the mind of 
che Spiric expreſt in che Scripcure , as may appear 
Col.3.16,Secondly,ro pray by the Spirit, is to pray 
by that principle of grace wrought in our hearrs b 
the Holy Spirit , and enabling us to every goo 
dury , as\vell as ro prayer. Thirdly to pray by 
che Spirir is when the Spinie do's ſtir up our hearcs 
co this Holy duty , working in us good deſires, 
and motions , quickning our faith and fervency, 
whereby our heares minds & fpirits go along with 
out Tougues and Words, ucterd either in «& 
ſet Form or by our exremporary expreſſions, which 
Is uſually pratized by knowing Chiiftians is 
their, Cloflet, devotions,  G. 
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Dub. 1 confeſs ] am not able to ſhew why 
fer Forms of Prayer ſhould ſtint the Spirir, more 
chen ſer forms of Singing , and I am perſwaded 
chat praying by the Spirit, hignifies no more then 
the affiſtance of the holy Spirie quickning and 
Airring us up to, and in, Prayer ; whereby 
our hearts and ſpirits are fixed in that holy duty 
joyning and going along with the Tongue and 
Voice, bur truly 1 find by experience, that my 
Spirit 1s more ſtirred up by a Prayer that is 
new, Which 1 never heard before, being lively 
deliver'd, then by a common Form read our of 
a Book, 

Firm, This is the chiefeſt reaſon » hich ren- 
ders men ſuch admirers of extemporary Prayers, 
and fo oppoſite to ſet forms ; their own expert- 
ence tels them that they are more raken with ſuch 
Prayers then with common Forms read our of a 
Book ; which phanciful experience no wiſe man 
will plead againſt reaſon and judgment , ir being 
very deceitful and the iffve of a very common 
corruption, and humane infirmity , which inclines 
us to be more taken with what is new, then:wich 
what we have often heard , eſpecially when *cis 
deliver'd in a lively tone, with pleabng aRionis 
and peſticulations of the Body, and without 
Book,. though for ſubſtance, and ſoundneſs,whar is 
read (be infinicely before it. 

. Pray Sir, anſwer me but this one queſtion; 
whether are your affeRtions more fiir'd up at the 
reading. of ſome portion of Scripture by the 
Muyſter, or at a good Sermon, delivered from 
the Pulpit ? 

Dub. 
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Dwub. I confeſs I am much more affeted , my 


affeAions are more Wrought upon by a good. Ser- 
mon deliver'd with life and aRion then at the rea- 
ding of the beſt Chapter in the Bible. 


* Firm, I believe you, yet you will nor ſay 
that the beſt Sermon that ever was made by man, 
is to be preferd before a portion of ſacred Scri- 
prure. The explication, or application of the 
word, mx with much of mans conceptions, before 
che pure word ir ſelf, and eſteem the hearing of 
ir read uſeleſs and unlawful, 


Dh. God forbid I ſhould: 


Firm, You ſee by this one inſtance, how fallible 
your own phanliful experience has been , and how 
it has lead you againſt Scripture , againſt che gee 
necal praiſe of the Church, againlt all ſober rea- 
ſon, ſo dangerous a thing icis for men of ſhorc 
diſcourſe , that are nor maſters of reaſon, bur are 
guided to phanſies , over powred by paſſions , en- 
oaped in parties to meddle with controverſies, 
which are too high and hard for them. 


Dy, 1 confeſſe that 'rwas no great wonder, that 
ſo mean a man as I ſhould be miſtaken, bur *ris ve- 
ry ſtrange, that ſo many grave and learned men 
2s were 1n the late Aſſembly,Chould be ſo mugh a- 
gainſt rhe Common Prayer Book of the Church 
of England , which I have heard learned men af- 
firmeto be the beſt Licurgic in the world» 


Firm, "Twas very Rrange that ſo many learned 
men,thould be overborn by ſome leading men,thar 
kad more zeal than judgment,and happily more = 
inter 
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intereſt and defgne then ef learning and piety , 
bur as there have been Parlizment-drivers,fo there 
have been Aſſembly -drivers,and Convocation-&ri- 
vers, before you or 1 were born, 2nd will be after 
we ate in our graves. And Ian confident, thas 
diſgtiſed Prieſts 2nd Jeſuits have had more then 
one finger,in animating the Presbirerians, againſt 
the Church of England, as well as (to my kuow- 
ledge) they have had in fomenting Anabaptiſme , 
and Quaqueriſme , for 'ris their Maxime, divide 
& pers , divide the Hereticks, and wee ſhall 
Reign. 


I have mpre charity then to believe that the 
Aſſembly (the greateſt parr of them) were of opi- 
nion that ſet Forms of Prayer were either uſeleſs, 
or unlawful , though they cannot be excuſed from 
too much we (I fear ) againſt cheir own 
judgments. They could not be ignorant that the 
vote againſt che Book of Common-Prayer was 
contrary to the ſentiments of the molt learned 
men in all che Reformed Churches beyond Seca, 
of very ſober men in this Nation, (known hereto- 
fore by the name of, Puritans) the moſt diſcreer 
and moderate of that Party were never againſt 
ſer forms ; of the Reverend Biſhops of the Church 
of England ; many of which ſacred order have 
bee: as famous in their generation, both for learn- 
ing and piety as former ages ever knew ; yea (ince 
His Majetties happy Reftauration , the chiefeſt 
.of rhe Presbicertay perſwaſion , have acknow-. 
ledged ſet formsbf Prayer in publick co be lary- 
ful, chey plainly confeſs in their Conference with 
the Biſhops they are not againſt them ; bur every 
dayes 
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daies experience will make ic evident, they muſt 
be for them, as well as not againſt chem , unleſs 
che late Aflembly, could have as eaſily vored,and 
made all Miniſters of the Church of England, 
Diſcreet, Judicious, Orchodox,and of a ready Elo- 
cution , as they did raſbly and inconſiderately, 
vote down the Liturgie, 


Beſides the Congregation, eſpecially che weak- 
er ſorr, thoſe nat are ignorant, and cannot read, 
may bercer zoyn in prayer, when the Forms of is 
are kno'vn and common, then chey can in ftrange 
Md extemporary expreſſions, with which chey are 
glrogerher unacquiinted ; which being the pra» 
Riſe in the lace cimes of confuſion, has taught the 
people only to hear prayers, as if they were ſo 
many Sermons, wherein they were not at all con- 
cerned to joyn with their hearts and congues, and 
eo ſay Amen; or as if the ear were the only mem- 
ber to be imployed in char holy duty. 


Again, Ser and preſcribed Forms, conſiſting of 
Scriprural phraſes and expreſſions, uniffefted and 
ſired rothe underftanding of the meaneſt cepici- 
tie, are ſooneſt recerved into ghe heart, and apteſt to 
excite and carry along with they jndicions and flexdy 
«ffethexs, as King Charles the Birft has obſerved in 
his moR excellenc Book. Hereunts may be added, 
Thar out of well compeſed Forms , the weaker 
on by be furniſhed be - ſtock of whole- 
ome exprefiions, compoſed by the advice, & joync 
fiftance # the cheif Paſtors and Minifters of He 
Church , for their help and Uireion-in theic 
private Devotions, which is impoſible co be = 


"[141) 
by the ſuddain, various, uncertain expreſſions of 
divers particular Miniſters, 


Beſides, Ser Forms are neceſſary for uniformi- 
ty in the publick Worſhip ; and upon this account 
learned and ſober men have wiſhed there were but 
one publick Liturgie in all Chriſtian Churches 1n 
the world ; which (if ic were poſſible ) nould 
be a great means of peace and unity amongſt 
Chriklians,by preventing the ſpreading of Schiſms 
and Hereſies , that may be 2s well prayed up as 
preached up ; as alſo undecent, unſcnptural ex» 
preffions, tautologles, vain- repetitions , phanta. 
ſical affeted words and phraſes,utterly abhorrenc 
from the ſobriety and gravity of Divine Oratory,. 
which is quite another thing from char of rhe 
Stage or Desk. 


Lafily, Should.we deal with an underſtanding 
Recuſanc, endeavouring ro perſwade him to for.. 
ſake his ſuperſtitious worſhip, and to joyn him- 
ſelf ro our Aﬀemblies ; how could we aſſure him 
(if we have no publick eſtabliſhed Licurgie) thac 
our way and manner of worſhip is,and ſhall conti- 
nue Scripture-procf, ſound apd innocent, Without 
errours and indecencies > Do we think that any 
Wiſe man, Would leave his Popiſh blind way of 
worſhip, to be guided by our dark Lanthorn z noc 
being rationaly afſured,after what way we do wor« 
\bip the God of onr Farbers ? which we cannot ſa- 
cishe bim in, if we have no ſer Liturgie, 

Dub. 1 very much approve of your reaſons for 


Publick Ser: Forms of Frazer as alſo of your 


anſer to that argument drain from Experience, 
which 


142 }+ 
which appearsſa grex. and mighty to ſome mens 
vain imaginations , but is indeed very weak and 
fallacious. 


Firm, You muſt give me leave to adde Two 
chings more in anſwer to that argument drawn 
from Experience, and then we Will diſcourſe of 
choſe exceprions againſt: our Common-Prayer in 
particular, 


1, 1 will oppoſe experience to experience, 
thoſe that reproach our Common-prayer, for a 
cold and dry Service, extolling extemporary con- 
ceptions ſo much beyond ir ; let theſe men make 
this ealie experiment to themſelves.Ler them rake 
* ſome of the beſt of exremporary prayers verbatim, 
which your Shorr-hand-writers can exaaly do, 
ler theſe prayers be read or __ memoriter , 
with all he adyancages of plealing tones , bodily 
peſticulations, lively pronunciations , and aſſure 
y our ſelf they will at lengeh appear to be as dull, 
dry and cold as any parc of our Liturgie, 


2. I would have you ſeriouſly confider what . 


the mot judiceons Hooker ſayes concerning Ser- 
mons, and Reading of Scripture; why the former 
ate ſo highly efteem'd and the other ſo much 
Aightred ; the truth is, they pleaſe more then Leſſons 
and Chapteys by reaſon of thoſe outward advanta- 
ger which a Sermon well delivered has above thi 
Scripture barely read ; beſides the ſingulay Wttention 
and affeftion which men are apt toexpreſs toward the 
one, and their cold diſpoſition toward the other; part. 
ly becauſe "tis uſual to let theſe rhangs paſs careleſty 
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by #xr ears which we have often beard before or, know 
we may hacr again when ever we pleaſe ; and part- 
ly for that Sermons are new and freſh, "and if they 
ſup by us for the preſent, what excellencies ſoever 
they camtain'is left, which crears the grater attention, 
which cauſes the greater affetions : {0 far that wor= 
thy man. This certainly is one great reaſon why 
ſer Forms of Prayer are ſo much undervalued in 
reſpeR of extemporary and conceiv'd effuſions. 


Didb.. I. am abundantly ſatisfied , that ſer 


| Forms of Prayer are not only lavfull, but very uſe- 


full in the Publike Service of the Church, 1 dfhall 
nov by yout good leave deſcend to thoſe excepti- 
ons Which are made- more particularly againſt che 
Lirurgie of the Church of Exg/azd, Firſt, that *cis 
taken our of the, Maſſe Fook. Secondly that is 
contains many ſhreds of . Prayer, which are 
ſhort and cuſtomary , wiſhes, rather then ſerious 
and devour Prayers.  : Thirdly, that ic appoints di- 
yers Apocryphal Chapters to be publikly read, 
which contain things incredible and ridiculous. 
As for thoſe exceptions which are made againſt 
ſome particular paſſages in the body of theLicurgy, 
they are ſo frivolous: that they are not worth the 
trouble of # ſcrious. confutation ; he that pleaſes 
may ſee rhem ſufficiently baffled by Mr Hooker, 
Mr Ball himſelf (a Nonconformit )' in his eryal 
of the grounds of Seperation, with many others., 


_ Firm. Your Firſt exception is the iſſue of Spice 
and Ignorance ; what though it contains many 
chings that are in the Maſſe Book, as the Creeds, 
the Tea Commandments , the . tune 
an 
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and divers ColleAs ? Shall a rrus man refuſe ta 
take his goods, and make che beit he can of them 
becauſe be finds them in a Theifs houfe 2 Or ſhall 
the husbandman refuſe pure wheat becauſe''rwas 
once mingl'd with chaff, and rares, albeit 'tis now 
winnowved and ſifted ? Or '{hall we refuſe Pals 
Epililes, becauſe there are in them cercaiti ſavory 
paſſages caken out of the writings of Idolatrous 
Heathens ? 


The Church of Ame was 'once a-glorious 
Church, true *ris; ics now ſadly corrupted, yer as 
corrupr as 'tis, all isnot chaff which that' Church 
retains, there remains in her ſole good hear 
which was in her before het novel ſuperſtirions 
were in their Swadling cloaths, this wheat' wee 
retain, the chaff we have blown' away with a Fan 
of an orderly Reformation ', you ſee whar'a mali- 
cious cavil- this is , 'that our Common+Prayer is 
raken our of rhe 'Mifs; malice in ſome, and tgno* 
rance, in others have been the crue parents vf this 
groundleſs calumny. | | 


2. As to your Second exception ; that our 
Licurgie contains many ſhort cuts and ſhreads of 
prayer : \ pray you - wha do, you think of the Pub. 
licans Prayer, (God be mercifull to me 4 ſimmer) is 
any prayerin /our Licurgie- more ſhort then thar 
vhich our - Saviour ſo well aproved ? Short gjacu- 
culations, conciſe forms , 'Haly. breathings of the 
Spirit are very frequenc in the Scripture, aid paſt 
all peradvenrure very acceptable ro Almighty 
God ; thoſe that cavil at che ſhorrneſs of our 
prayers and colleRs , let them juſtify che _ 
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of cheirs if they can, from any one prayer in. Scrip- 

rure,or Fathers that is aquarer of an hower long, 
* 


Ler any rational man who 1s acquainted with 
the nature of Prayer, and humane infrmmies , 
ſeriouſly conſider, v hether or no, our Church has 
noc carried 'her ſelf very prudentily both ig the 
MethoJ , Phraſe , Form and orcering of her Ser- 
vice. Are not all her holy Offices the marter, 2nd 
moſtly the very words and choiteft portions of ho- 
ly Scriptures, whar an unworthy calumny ns tr, 
to rell the world our Common- Prayer 1s taken our 
of the Maſe ? Covid- any thing be utter'd more 
fall and invidious 2 thoſe excellent Prayers She 
uſes, how are they fitted toour infirmicies , mixed 
with Pſalms, Hymns, and choſe x orcions of 
Scripture ? is not this order and merho? more ſu- 
table to the weak capacities , and ufifteady artenti- 
ons of the greateſt part of the Congregation, then 
a long extempor:ry Prayer,for matter many times 
Herertical, Schiſmarical, Itreverent , ſtrangly bold; 
unbeſeeminz a poor ſinful Worme , to offer up to 
the High and Dreadful Majeſty, of our Great and 
Good God ? 


Db. 1 know by my own expericnceth:t len 
extenforary Prayers are very apt to dull and derd- 
en our attent \ons , and I cannot deny bur thr 
ſometimes I have been very much ſcandalized both 
at £12 matter, as alſo ar the un-Scriptural, l'han- 
raſtical , AﬀeR&ed expreſſions uſed in ſuch Pravers , 
Whica 13 rap to be ſeen in the Commren-Prayjer 
Book, whoſe phaſe and words are very grave, and 
decent , and bene taken out. of the word of Cod 
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are tholt fir to be offer'd up to the Almighty Gods 
when we ſpeak unto him in Prayer. 1 ama fully ſa + 
riſfied with che excellent Method , Matter , grave 
Oratory of the Engliſh Liturgie,being 'tis ſo con- 
ſonant to, and coreſponding with, the Holy Scri- 
prure. $o that I Aand/amaz'd ar the impudence of 
thoſe That firſt gave onr, that 'rivas borrowed fr om 
the Maſs Book ,, and at the dull 1gnorance of 
thoſe, that will believe ſo notortous a Lye, The 
Book 1 ackno ledge to be rarely compos'd,and noe 
onely uſeful in our publick Worſhip , but alſo a 
very profitable direRory for our Family, & private 
devorions, 


Nov to the laſt objeion: Were ir not betrer 
that ſome Apochryphal Chapters were lefe our 
of the calender, and Canonical Lefſons ſer in their 
place ? | 


. Firm, Many learned men have indeed thought 
fo, and have wiſhed for a change in this particu- 
lar, Mr Hooker has theſe words , Thoſe Eccle- 
fraftical Books (for ſo they were cald im auntient 
fimtr, not Apocryphal under which title were con- 
rain'd ſuch Books which the Church allowed not at all 
ts be read -in publick) I ſa thoſe Eccleſiaſtical 
Books which in Caſe my ſelf did think, (as ſome do) 
that 'twere more ſafe and better that they were not 
vo be read at all. publikly: nevertheleſs as in othev 
things of like nature, ſs in this 1 ſhould be loath to 
oppoſes my private judgment againit the force of 
their Reverend Authority 5 conſidering the excel- 
lent y of ſome things in all, and of all things in certain 
of theſe Ecrlifiaſtical Books which we mblith _ 
An, 


- 
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ind therefore 1 have thought it better to Tet them 
fland a« a lift or a marginal border wnto the Old 
Teftament, and to grant at the leaſt unto ſome of thins 
the aildiente 11 the houſe of 'God, 


. Dub. . 1 dofully acquieſs iv the pious,prudent, 
and peaceable determination. of this worthy man: 
and ſo from the exceptions that are made againſt 
the 'licurgy I defire your diſcourſe may proceed 
to thoſe which are made againſt che Ceremonies 
of rhe Church; 'us ſuperfluous ro name rhem all. 
Bur only thoſe which are oft ſpoken againſt, che 
Surplice, the? Ring in Marriage , Bowing at the 
name of Jeſus , Kneeling at the Sacrament , and 
eſpecially che Croſs in Bapriſme, whichs are ſaid 
to be - Popiſh and ſuperſtitions. 
Firm; As the Kingdow of Heaven dots nat © 

in Meats, and Drinks , but in Righteouſneſs and 
peace, Ros.14. ſoneicher does it conblt in geſtures, 
veſtures, or any thing thats in ir ſelf indifterenr- ; 
when the Church commands us ro wear ſuch a 
veſiment; orto uſe ſuch a geſture for Uniformity 
ſake, and outWard deceney , not placing any' in” 
rrinſecal Holineſs or abſolute neceſſiry in any- of 
thoſe Ceremonies : 'ris- our dury and not any ſu- 
perftition ar alto be obediertit, yea we are guilty 
of the fin of diſobedience, ahd- ſiperſiition alſo if 
we ſtand out againit lawfull Authority. 


For there 18 a two fold Superflicion,one Pofitive, 
as when we aſcribe Holineſs to aity. thing thats in 
irs own nature indifferent , morrally neirher good 
not evil; ahorhet Negative, 18 when we Depmatize, 
and call thar evil which ooally is not ſo, $0 1 

_ A uc 
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ſuch things , Feare not , Kneel not , is 28 tuch Sit- 
perſfirion as Wears or Kneel poſſibly can be. 


What is it to any underſtanding man, whether 
he Prayes or Preaches in Black or White or any 0» 
ther Colour , unleſs ir be for decency and unifor- 
miry? the power of the Church limits us co a 
White Swrplice , rather then to a Black Jump , or 
ſhort Cloak. 


Dab. But 1s not this an intrenchment- upon our 
Chriſtian liberty,ro be confind ro particular Modes 
and Forms ? 


Firm. Not at all. So long as our pratice only 
1s limited, and our judgment left free as before 
any ſuch (ano was made ; 'tis Rtrang that the ſame 
men who enjoyned rhree Ceremonies at the taking 
of the Covenant as to be bare Headed ,' bare Hand- 
ed, the right Han lifred up, ſhould ſo much 
ſcruple them in our Publick Service, 


But ina word, *tis plain Scripture, that every 
Soul ſhould be ſubjeft to the Higher Powers , not 
onely for wrath but alſe for Conſciewe ſake, Now 
unleſs the Non-Conformiſts can bring as plain 
Scripture againſt our Ceremomes, to prove them 
morally evil, chey mult incurr the fin of Schiſme, 
and diſobedience tothoſe powers. which God has 
ordained ; and theſe are far greater fins then the 
wearing of a Surplice , though we had borrow'd it 
from rhe Pope himſelf, 


Db, You mind ime now of one. of the oreat- 
eſt exceptions againſt the Surplice , 8c. becauſe 
the Papſts uſe it in their ſuperſtitious me 

hip, 


" " 
tt 
"4 


[149] 
ſhip ,. therefore "tis unlawful for us to wear it 
in. ours, 

Firm, If this were a good reaſon , *rwould 
follow 3 whatſoever che Papiſts do uſe or have a- 
buſeg in. their Superſtition, *cis unlawful for us, 
(who have abandoned ſuch traſh and T rumpery to) 
uſe, bur Paprſts have abuſed our Churches , Cha- 
lices , and cher Ornaments in their fal{;Worſhip 
and Services, therefore we may nor uſe chem ; b«t 
down. with them, down with them even to the 
Ground, 

Dub. Frm indeed will be a very great 
conſequent ., bur a very coltly one , 1 tear rhe men 
that ED — a not be very for- 
ward. to Build chem up again :.if Idolatty and Su- 
perſtiri6n,were a juft cauſe to make us lay afde our 
Surplices ; by the ſame reaſon we muſt pull down 
our Chnrches , and upon the ſame accompr the 
Primitive Chriftians ought nor to have eaten mear 
offered to Tdols , neither ro haye made uſe'of the 
'Heathens Tempels, to celebrate the Worſhip and 
Service of-the true Cod. 5 90 
© Firm, You ſec then hovfrivilous the excepri- 
on againſt the Surplice is , 2nd ſo are all thoſe that 
are offet'd-againſt the Ring in Marriage , bowing 
at the riame of Jeſus. Kneeling at the Sacrament, 
the Croſſe after Baptiſme, and therefore 1 ſhall 
very briefly paſs them over, 

1 For the -Ring 'cis as Anttenr, at leaſt, as 
Tw:inllias who lived about rwo hundred Yeats af 
cer Chriſt, he makes mencion of it more then once, 
- andourChurch do's uſe ir as an ancient Ceremony, 
' Bo Ways eſſential ro Matrimony. 

L 3 ' 2. Bot: 


{ 150] 
2, Bowing at the name of Jeſus is ſttkewiſe vye- 
ry Antient : The reaſon of it was, 1. To ſhe our 
readinels to yield obedience and ſubje&on to him, 
as our Lord and King ; to whow all power both in 
Heaven and Earth is groen,, and to whont tvtry Knee 
weſt bow, Phil. 2. to. The Ancitht Chriftians 
rather bowed at the naming of ' Jeſus.z*then at the 
name of 'Chrilt , 1n tron to eh heving 
Jews ; who molt of a If Blaſphemed that fiveer and 
ſaving nime of }Jeſus':* + which ehetefort rhey did 
indeavour the more highly ro exalt, 3. To de- 
clare their certain belief of what rhe Apoſttte fore- 
tel, that at tht name of feſw every Knog fhyntd by, 
f things in Heaven , things in Earth, ayd' things nu. 
'r the” Earth, that- all things ſhould br ſubjett unto 
bim, Phil, 2. | | 


3- Kneeling at the Szcrament,our Church con- 
ceives $5 be the moſt humble and revgrend poſture, 
and therefore molt ſuicable. ro ſo high and Heavens 
ly a Miſery , eſpecially ic being Admygigred with 
a Prayer ; yer we do) not condemn. ghe;protiſe of 
other Churches, wha;e this holy Sacrameng is re- 
ceived fitting or- Randing z neither (hould- chey 
condemn us for Kneeling. becauſe Chris Diſciples 
receiv'd itin a Table geſure , to which we-are no 
more bound-rhen to the,-place, or time, in which 
they reciv'd it. An uPper Room and; afrer Supper 
o pop! keancd Dr. Sanderſon has evideytly demon- 

aced, 


4+ The Croſs after Bapriſme' is al a yer 
Antiet Ceremony, Which 'the Chrifhans of W 
bil ages,uſed in a couragious and undaineed =T 
Gn 
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Grion againſt the Heathens,and Jews , who ſcaffed 
and derided them for beleiving in,and Worſhiping 
a Crucifhed God for their Saviour , who could nat 
ſave himſelf, True 'cis in proceſs of time , 'the 
Croſs was abuſed, to groſe Superſlition , and 
therefore ſay ſome, it, ought to be laid afide., as 
Exekiss abolliſbed the Braſen Serpent when the 
people made. ir an Idol, 

Dub. Much more ought the Croſs to be taken 
avay being abuſed co ſuperſicion, becauſe*twas but 
an humane invention , where-as the Braſen Ser- 
pent , Was ſet up by Gods own diregion and 
command, 

-. Firm, Very ttpe, bur then Jer Fzrkias do ir, 
not the people on their own keads, without the 
Authority of the King. However the uſe of an 
innocent Ceremeny ought not to be taken away 
becauſe of 'irs abuſe ; and here ic ought to be con- 
fider'd,wherher it be better to uſe the Cros to pur 
us in mind of our duty , not to be aſhamed of 
Chriſt Crubfi'd , as alſoof the courage and bold- 
neſs of the Primitive Chriſtians , who not with- 
ſanding the Scoffs and Reproches of Infidels , 
would make ſuch open profeſſion of their Faith in 
Chriſt Crucified , as to uſe the ſign of the Croſs, 
not only in Baptiſm , bur alſo upon ſundry other 

caſions ; or elſe, whether *rwere betrer to for. 
bear the uſe of it, becauſe it has been ſo much a» 
buſed to Superſticion : let the Suprem power judge 
which of theſe is fitteſt ro be done, and derermine 
accordingly either for the Negative or the Affr, 
mative ; and I believe every ſober and peacable 


Chriſtian will eſteem ir his duty to ſubmir unto 
L 4 ; ſuch 
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ſuch a determination. 

Dab. Lut ſeing theſe and other ceremonies 
have been and are a great ſcandal to tender conſci” 
ences,and the o:calions of many ſhirp contentions 
.amonglt Ch:iltians, agreeing in the ſubttantials of 
Religion , an4 ſeing that Confo:milts rhemſelves 
confeſs rhem net to be in their 0:vn nature neceſſ2- 
ry, bur only expedient for order and decency, 
were it. not better they were laid afide, rhen conti- 
nued 1s they are, the petperual cauſes of diſcord 
and diſſention amongſt us ? 

Firm. And are 0:der , decency , and unifor.. 
mity (without which there wi 1 be neither I ove , 
Feace, or Unity, ) ſu.h inconſiderable nothings , 
that a feiv innocent Ceremonies muſt be urrecly a- 
bolliihed ro grarifie the dogmarizing humors of 
thoſe men,whn eltcem things inthemſelves indif- 
 ferent,ro be ſinful and unlawful , which 1s flat Su* 
perſti:ion 2 *Tis indeed much to be lamented, that 
we ſhould quarrel about Mint and Cummin,to the 
prejudice of more weighty and material duties , 
and the-ſcandal of our Betpion, But by reaſon of 
our innate and acquited corrnprions *ris nebeflery 
that offercer ſhould come yet wor be unto that man by. 
whom th:y come; | knov weaknels and renderneſs 
of conſcience 1s much prerended , an4 we ought 
co cake heed how we offend any of Chriſts lirtle 
ones ; but how can theſe men be reckon'd in the 
number of weak or little ones, who ſeem to 
themſelves (© great, ſo ſtrong and able, in the 
things of Religion? and for their renderneſle of 
conſctence,wveg appeal to their bloody civil Warrs , 
(cis. well known by whom and how they were be- 
ean, 
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?an, and carryed on, till at length they came 

ro the death of the King , tho (I believe) very 
much 2gaiaſt rhe intentions , and deſigns, of the 
moſt grave, and ſober men,of that Party. 

Db. Bur really Sir, were it not more beſeem- 
ing Chriſtian prudence ſo far to condeſcend toour 
diflenting Brethren (who agree'with us in the 
DoArine of our Church) in raking away, at leaſt 
ſome, of thoſe Ceremonies which are more liable 
ro exception, then to comply with che Superſtici- 
ous P ap1ifts inthe uſe of them ? 

Firm, I confefs, ſome (moderate men have 
rhought ſo, eſpecially fince we are fruſtrated of 
of one main end, for which our firſt reformers re- 
rained them, which was to draw over rhe Papifts 
into the Communion of our Church, «hich chey 
did adhere unto, for the Ten frſt years of 
Elizabeth, until they were interdiged by the 
Popes bull, 'Eur ſeeing we are deprived «of all 
hopes of that mueh defired iflue and that by the 
cunnirg of Prieſts and Jeſuirs, ftirring up and 
animating the Conformiſts and Non-conformlis 
againſt each orher, about rheſe Ceremonies, Our 
differences amongſt our ſelves -do daily increaſe 
and multiply; ſome wiſe and peaceable men have 
- defired that the uſe of certain of thoſe Ceremo* 
nies-might 'be forborn ar leaſt for a time , which 
not Withftanding, they are fil! continued. Theſe 
peaceable men abhor the great fin of Separation 
& do continue their conformity to the rires of our 
Church; daily begging at the throne of Grace that 
the Cod of truth and peace would for his mercy 
fake fo afift theſe prvers which be bes ordained that 

the 
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they may be inſtrumental for che eſtabliſhing of 
truth and peace amonglt us, | 

Dub. 1 like well of the temper oftheſe men, 
and with that their mederation were not only known 
xo, but practiſed by, «ll men ; for certainly if the 
Spiric of love, peace, and meekneſs, did rule mare 
in, our peeviſh-and frowvard hearts, we ſhould enjoy 
a greater meaſure .of Peace, Love, and Chriſtian 
Charity, then- theſe, angry times have - hither to 
deen happy with, | 

I recurn you my hearty thanks far that facistg- 
Rion which you have given me jp, thoſe (cruples 
which have much graubled me ahour rhe Goyer- 
m2nr; Ligurgie and Ceremonies of the Church 
of Erglapd, there is yet one thing behund,zc Which 

I have ſgnwwhac, been ſcandalliz'd, *cis this : Your 

Church does receive perſans who-are. notoriouſly 
prophine ity their lives, and grof5ly ignorant in 
the prindipls of Religion, tothe. Holy Sacrament 
of the body aw: bload of Chrilt : beſides. he ralle- 
rates. at leaſt Minitters , that - are ſcagdalous in 
their converſgttbn, frequencers of | Ala-houſe, nor 
ac all ſexions.1g Religion, ſhew lictle ſence af it in 
their diſcourſes. Preaching or praiſes : men of 
letle conſcience, and of 3s licile learning- 

Firm, This accuſation. is molt falſ4 whether 
it ſprings fron ſpire 08 malice, ar -Extrqam. 1gno- 
rance, | know nor: ſure Fam our Charch orders 
that no ſuch -perſons be admitted. to the Holy 
Sacrament, that no ſuch Miniters be: permitred 
to officiate , thax chey are to. be ſuſpended once, 
and again, and if they do no not refqrm they are 

to be deprived; . fot the furl you may 1©e he Pe: 
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dich, before the Communion , and the 26. Canos. 
For che Second ſee Artic, 26, and (anon the 7.4: 
and 75, and Canon, 10. made 1640, Which are {0 
clear againſt the admitting of profane perſons to 
cothe Communion, or tollerating of ſcandalous Mi- 
nifters withoue due - Puniſhment , that wholoever 
chargerh theſe abuſes upon our Church mult be 
orofly ignorant or very malicious, 

Dgb, Yer we-ſee that ſuch prophane perſons 
are admitted ro the Sacrament, as members of 
your Church, and ſuch unworthy Minfiers are al» 
lowed to officiate. 

Firm, Such- perſons are .no members of out 
Church,but rather the Synagoge of Saran, and thar 
Minifter wh6 does admir, ſuch perſons natorious- 
ly prophane, to. the Holy Sacrament is a grearet 
Non-conformiſt co the orders of the- Church,then 
he thar ſcruples at/a Surplice, and thoſe Church< 
wardens who negle& topreſent them,are guilty of 
Perjuty, and ought co be debar'd themſelves from 
the Communion Car. 26, 

"Tis evident that ſuch Minifters are not 
RE either by Admonition, Suſpenſition, ot 


on. 

off hv This is not true in all places ro my 
knowledge, where ſuch Miniſters or people eſca 
unpuniſhed,%ris mbitly by the faulr of the Church 
wardens and Sides-men, in not preſenting them; 
for-whac Judge eicher Eccleſiaftical or Civil, can 
puniſh efences thar ate not brought before him ? 

Dub. Buc many times offences and, ſcandals 
have been preſented,and the offender nor punifh= 
ad; yes your kcoleflaftical. Judges are more ow 
agai 
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2gainſt thoſe who are Non-conformiſts:to the laws 
ot the Chucch, chen, againlt choſe thar are Non- 
conformilts to the laws of God as profane 1rrelige- 
ous WIetches, | 

Firm, No man can excuſe the perſonal abuſes 
that are commutred in any Court, Civil, or Ec* 
clefaitical; all Coucr Othce:s never yer were, nor 
ever will be men of incegricy, and of - unbias'd 
judgments y ' no queliion tbar many abuſes wiuch 
are. committed by. the Qffieers of Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts mightbe prevented 1f che Biſhops would 
be ſomcimes perſonally preſent in their reſpeive 
conſilto:1es- as was jntimared , they ought to be 
Canoz, 11, made. 1640.. 1f we.mult ſeperate from 

a Church; that enjoyns ng Ingollerable conditions 
for Communton with her becauſe of ſome perſonal 
raulcs of thoſe-who are entruſted yith her Gover- 
ment,we muſt turn Seckers,for where ſhall we find 
a Church , Whoſe Officers are alwaies all of. them 
amparcially juſt ;:avd uprighe ? 

Dub, 1 confels there is:.no good reaſon, we 
ſhould ſepetate from a Church, becauſe of perſonal 
abuſes in che Governots, oz under Officers," where 
the Goverment in "irs conſtitution is.nor-Fayiry, 
neither the terms of Communion intollerable ibur 
is there any reaſon that Nencopformy#ts (ſhould be 
more ſhuply deal with, then, Debauche Profane 

Perſons ? - ;, 015 | 

Firw, | liwe ſhould compare Schiſme, Sepera- 
tion,. Non-conformity , wich Profaneſs, it would 
nor/be egſy to ſay, which isthe.greateſt, or which 

4s the lealt;Sin , rhe firlt may, be, Majoris cnlpe, rhe 
other Majors fare ,' as: Aqwind rightly: jdg- 
eth, 


——— 
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eth 1.2. 9. 73. A. 5. of Carnal, and Spiritual Sing + 
{boſe (as Pride, and Malice,) ate greater Sins, bur 
theſe (as Drunkenneſs , Fornication , ) are more 
Scandalous. 
But'ro wave the compariſon, and ro give you 
freely my own ſentiments in this particular, 1do 
conceive that Debauchery , -and Profaneſs , oughr 
to be more ſeverely puniſhed , then Negative Se- 
perarton , and ſimple Noneconformity. My reaſons 
are theſe 1, Every prudent Parent will be more 
ſevere againſt a wicked Child, that continues un. 
der his Roof, profeſſing obedience ard ſubjeRion , 
then againſt char Child which has utterly forſaken 
his Father, and utterly abandon'd his Houſe , and 
Family. 2. The fins of Proftineſs and Debwichery 
being willful,( for Drunkards, and profane perſons, 
do not plead ignorance and weakneſs, ) are of 2 
more M-lignanc nature then fins of Ignorance , 
thovgh it be ſuch an ignorance which was nor all- 
togerher Invincible, bur contraed by Pride , Pe: 
viſhneſe, Intereſt, or Prejudice under which ma- 
ny Seperatiſts, and Non-Conformiſts, are in Bondage 
and ( aprivity. 3- The Lives and Converſations of 
Debauched , and Profane Perſons , who go under 
the name of Proteſtants, and Members of our 
Church, (though incruth they are nor , but rather 
Limbs of Satan) are the greateſt Reproach and 
Scandal to it, Theſe are the men p furniſh 
Shiſmaticks, and Non-(onformiſts 'with their beft 
Arguments, which they urge againſt us. For whar 
they bbjeR againſt our burch Goverment, Lirur. 
gie, or Ceremonies, is for the molt part very frivi. 


lous, and there is no Quaker , Anabapriff, —_ 
My 
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dent , but mhikes the prophaneſs of the Epiſcopal 
partyche chief reaſon and ground of his ſepatation, 

Ds#b. This I confel(s to be erue, from my own 
experience, Nothing wrought ſo much upon. me 
to fo:ſake the Church of England, as the wicked 
and ungolly lives of choſe which ſhe receives 
| mtoher Communion. 

Firw, Thar was your error ; for you cannot 
Fay that ſhe receives any into her Communion, 
whom by her Rubrick, an4 Canons ſhe cxcludes ; 
and although chrough the lazineſs and connivence 
of Church Oſhcers,or Governors,or borh, many an 
ungodly 'perſon receives the Sacament, yer there 
is no jult ground for a ſeperation from the Church, 
which teaches uothing bur what is Catholick and 
Apolſtolical : Only I confeſs, than in the exerciſe 
of Diſcipline, ſhe comes ſhort of the Primitive ſe- 
verity againſt obſtinate ſinners ; yer the preſent 
— are ſo ſiri&, _ they _ duly ob. 
ferved , no ly wicked , or ungodly perſon, 
ſhould be elaied to the Gommunion ; which 
would be a great ſacisfaQion (I am perſwaded) to 
thoſe that now ſeperare from us. 

Dub. Bur feing the Primitive Diſcipline has 
been ſo long time wiſhed for, above an Hundred 
years fince, as appears by the Rubtick before rhe 
Comminarion;how comes it to paſs, that "cis not 
reſtored ? Shall we- be ill wiſhing and never 
ang or doing & 

Firm, Why it has not been reſtored, I know 
no other reaſon thatis givgg, but this ; The times 
will not bear it; why the Mis will nor beat tt, 
I know not , unleſs it be in reſpe& of baRaries, 
| whe 
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who cry down many antient uſages of the Church 
(which they do nor underfland ) for Popery ; an}, 
theſe men mult nor be offended , leaſt they be 
driven to an utter harred, or oppoſition to our 
Church ; or elſe, which is more probable, ſuch is 
the wickedneſs and profaneſs of the” rirtes, thar 
they will not endure thePrimirive ſeverity. When 
will that time come, that ſuch tri& diſcipline will 
be endured ? The Church has beer in expe&ation 
of ir above this Hundred years, but (till Schiſms, 
and SeRs, profaneſs and wickedneſs, encreaſe e. 
very day tore and more. -No queſtion the 
times, as to Sets and Profaneſs, (if rhat were 
a ſufhcienr reaſon) are much mote unfit ro bear 
the antienr diſcipline, rhen rhey were when that 
wiſh was firſt made, and the longer it is diſuſed, 
the more unfit rhey will be, which I wiſh our pru- 
dent Governors Would rake into their ſerious coh- 
hcerations, 

Dub. Certainly a Stri& Diſcipline, imparti.. 
ally executed, upon all tranſgrefſors of Gods Holy 
Lavs, by ſharp reproofs, ſevere admonir iops, -due 
Suſpenſations from rhe ' Sacrament , Excommuni- 
cations, Penances according to the quality of the 
offence, would give a great check, to thar impiery 
and wickedneſs which reigns fo thuch ih out Land; 
and take aryiy much of the ſcandal, which is given 
by our mixr Communions, at which block of of- 
fence tiny -have ſtunibled , and fell our of our 
Church into Convenricles, and Seperate Congre. 
garions, PM 

Firm, Noqueſtion,aſttitdiſcipline would do 
much toivards an hippy Reformation of tmannets 
in 
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in the Epiſcopal party, bur as you have obſerved, 
the greac ſcandal that is taken by the Non-con- 
formitts, at the profaneſs and wickedneſs of thar 
party, ſo I mult cell you , that as great a ſcandal is 
oiven by them,to thoſe who conform to theChurch 
of England : chough their lives and converſations 
being contrary to her Laws & Canons, they are no 
more members of our Church, then a glaſs eye, 
or wooden leg, are live parts of a mans body, - 

Ds6b. . Ido nor ſee wherein the Non-conform- 
iſts, whether Presbyterians or Independents, have 
erven any juſt occahion of ſcandal to any, they be- 
1ng men char are vecy ſober in their lives,and great 
profeſſors of Regen, oiven much to Family-du- 
ties, to Prayer, to hearing of Sermons, 

Firm. Hinc ille Lachryme, Here lies the 
ſcandal which mkes Religion ſtink in the noſtrils 
of profane and wicked men , when they fliall ſee 
that men profeſiing holineſs, ſhould make no con- 
ſcienceef Diſobedience ,of Perjury, of Rebellion 
2gainſt, and ar laſt of Murdering , their Leige So. 
vergigne ; a man upon whom his molt mallicious 

critical enemies, could never charge any ſcan- ' 
lous fin. . [4 

Dub. Theſe indeed are very grieyious fins, 
«nd much to be lamented, bur ſurely you cannor 
charge them upon the generalicy of theſemen, bur 
only npon ſome ambitious Hypocrires, that made 
Religion a Rtalking-horſe , to bring about their 
devil:ſh deſigns, 

Firm, "Tis truethat all the Non-conformiſts 
in England, were not inaRtual armes againſt the 
Kipg,neither did chey fit inthe High Court of 7» 
| jaftice 
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ord him, neicher did chey all, as natyral 
"ach his Head; bur morally, that ive 
ly cod wickedly, chey had their hands' tele | 
char Royal blood : for whoſoever tft 

theſe ſogs of Belial i in their Rio Ties 

Murders, of cheir King and il 
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Rebellion, icd are nov truly penittnt, my heart 
Prayers are, that the Lord would be merciful na 
them, 3 and bleſs them, and ſhewv chem che light of 
his $£ ountenance My ſevere wer (as you wete 
"236d jo Nik) Was never gue? apatnſt ſuch; 
--ve tee very feV that have it d* any fig- 
"hy rokens of repentance, for their lifring up <d&: 
h:ndsagainft che Logd's Anvimed, pre. Fu: we may 
fear-they will, commit rhe famewickedneſs againſt 
his Majeſtic that nov Twayes the Royal Sceprer;if 
they mg a fair apportunity, Difobedience, is 2 
long ſtep ro Nebellion ; and is it not ene ri that 
p t. Non» conformiſts .are more 
a0, [hee refreQory againſt his Majeſtics Las 
ab choſe that lived before rd lar 
THEM who So abeh F were NOS 
yer were they nor. Sepatatiſts, wen Fo wo 
eſene_Non-conformiſts for che met pirr are 


£ of them( Mx, x Ball in his Tal of the 
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the heart of King and People, to keep this ſignal 
diſpenſation of His Providence in perperuil re- 
membrance, & nor to ruine thefelves by Atheiſm, 
Icreligion, Profaneneſs, or any enotmous wicked- 
neſs, tar which the wrach of God has bren poured 
out ip: full; Viols,upon wicked Kings, and ungodly 
le, as Sacred, and other t.iltories do ſulhcie 
ently manifelt, 
. Dub. It may be feared that there are diſcontented 
perſons who are like wrangling Gamſters, thn hav- 
Ing a bad game dealr,them dehfire the Cards might 
be.ſhuffl'd again thar they mighr have a berret 
Stock , burl am perſvaded many would conform 
were there a Teleration' in Reference ro ſome 
Ceremonies 23 has been ſaid, and the Renory- 
cing of the' C6venant nor, enjoyn'd. 2 
irm,” You have had my opinion as to a To- 
leration in point of Ceremonits j as to the- C#- 
venant , tho it his been the opinion of ſeyeral'#is- 
derate ::;en that ir had been better if jt had dyed 
without any ſuch ſolemn A& for 'its Abrenuntics 
tion, yer being it was peccant in all thefolur cau2 
ſes, the Efficient, Formal, Martjial , and Final, 
*ryas expedient in ſome reſpeAs for thePartiamemt 
ro vote thar ir ſhould be Renounced by al thittex- 
A Preferient'in the Church of Englerd , 3Hd 
do not ſee how any man who conceives himſelf 
bound by ir can be a faithful SubjeRt to His Prince; 
beſides there ſeems to de a fignat Judgment 1n it , 
that the Cavenznt which was fed 25 a9 Engine ts 
remove the{ava{rers our of their Livings, ſhould 
have the fame effe& upon the Contrivers and I'i- 
pid Impeſers of ir; for my of thefe were undon 
athens becauſe 


9 RAN + | 

uſe they would not take ic, theſe becauſe they 
would. not Renounce ic, ---Nec lex eft juſtior nile, 
-=— Quan necis artifices arte perire ſua, 


"Tis Juſtice Lay that he ſhould feel the (marr, 
Who was firſt Author of that cruel Arr, 


I remember what Tacitms ſayes of Cajm Vibiyu, 
Eo immitior quia toleraverar, And "ris like that 
the Cavileers having ſuch a hard meaſure from the 
impolition of the (overant , would when power 
was in their hands , make uſe of the Law of Rey 
ral:ation , by driving on the AR for Renouncing 
the Covenant ; and peradventure in ſome men there 
might. be a grain or more of the Spirit of Revenge 
not beſceming Chriftian Charity ,, how ever 'tis 
a remarkable peice of Divine Providence , that 
thoſe who Preſſed the Covenart upon their Bre- 
thren without mercy , ſhould ſuffer .by ir without 


Mercy. 
+ Db, But as long as men have ſolictle of a 
Chriſtian ſpirit in them, as to a& by the Law of 
Retaliation , of Spice and Revenge , there is little 
of-Peace and Unity to be expeRed, : 
Firm. Weought not to judge ARs of Parlia- 
ment to be the Efforts ef- Revenge and Spite , as 
for the A& about the Couenant there was ſome kind 
of necefſicy for-it,as ro make tryal who were Loyal 
and Obe dient SubjeRs , who not , for as *rwas ſaid 
before, he that conceives himſelf. bound by the 
Scotch=Chaine cannot be, a good Engliſh SubjeR. 
However if the Suſpending of that A& would 
 afſuredly unice us in Love and Peace, I harrily 
wilh chat *cwere not preft upon thoſe that are of - 
qui 
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act and peaceable Spiric,agretingwich 'us inthe 
Kor wo! 0 Poifrs of Religion ; that fo'wethar 

ave ome Faith , one Baptiſme , ont Hope , out Lord 

ſm Chrift , ont God the Father ef all , noight hee 
the umry of the Spirit in the bond of *Prace , whic 
is both our dury and our intereſt, if we confider 
what advantage the _— make of thoſe diviſions 
which are too many atriongft us, the Seeds whereof 
haye, been So'vn by the Rowan-Emiſſarys, 

D#b, Tis nor t6 be doubred bur that peace and 
unity and love among our ſelves , would rmich'dife 
hearren choſe relitleſs Enemies of our Chutch'and 

care , Who lerve no Stone unturn'd 'to divide: us 
chat they mighc Reign over us and - ns by 
their moſt cogent Arguments , (which ate Gun- 
Powder , Fire and Fagor', Bloody Maffactes') to 
embrace their groſs Superſtition : and cauſe Refi. 

iof and Primitive Chriſtianity ro flouriſh-in our 
miſerable divided Nation, while that time which 
is nov ſpent in vain wranglements and un-Chriſti« 
an contentions would be better imploy'd in de- 
vour Prayer, Holy Meditation, in Morrification 
of our Corruptions , in durtiesof Piety' towards 
Almighty God, of Love, Mercy, and Charicy one 
towards anorher. 
© And now Sir, give me leave topay you iy ve- 
ry. hearty acknowledgments , for rhe profitable 

ains. Which you hive taken ro bring'me 'our of 
thoſe Bracks, and Boos of Arheiſme , Infidelity , 


. 


Cchiſme , and Heteſy unto my Old Morher the 
Church of Engl:nd-, in whoſe Faich and Commu- 
nion , T hou O Father of Mercies , Prince of Peacg , 
" and God of all Conſolation; everibleſſed and moſt Sa- 
cre 
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red Trinity j grant that F may continue wito my 
Lives end , chat I may' ſo continue, I beg 
your dzily Prayers. ©... oh 
c- Firms, *'Tis our great Chriſtian duty , to Pray 
one for another, I ſhall not be ranting in the per 
formance of ir, for your eſtabliſhmenr in the true 
Ancient Catholick Chriſtianity , and | earneſtly 
beſeech you ro remember me in your frequent in- 
rerceſſions , and ſupplications ar the Throne of 
Grace. Bleſſed be the Gal of all power , and wiſ- 
dome who has thus proſper'd my weak endeavoury 
in converting you from the error of your wates, 
I will ad no more but this; that yoube true ro the 
Dorine, Worſhip, Diſcipline of our Church, as 
they are contain'd in the Articles , Liturgie, Ca» 
nons, and Rubricks of ir, hold not any cruch in 
Unrighreouſneſs , let -yoar praiſe ſhery ro che 
World, that you cruly and hearcily believe what 
you profeſs, bs honeſt, juſt in your Dealings r6- 
wards men, Temperate, and Sober rowards your 
ſelfe , ſerious, and ſingle hearced in all duries of 

piety towards God,and whatſoever thing s are boneſt, 
whatſoever things are true what ſorver things are juſt, 

Holy, Lovely, of good report, uy ox theſe things , 
Prattiſe theſe things, make not the dtlions of men, the 
Cuſtonss and Example of theſe looſe and evil Times, 
humane Laws, your rule to walk by, but letths ho- 
ly will and word of GoJ, be the adequare meaſure 
of your Life, and Couverſation ; walk conſcienci- 
ouſly according to this rule, and Peace, and Mer- 
ey foalll be upon you , 4 4 true Fraclite yand one of 
Gods Peculiar People, «Awen, 
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ge's-!. 11. read Dependent. p.n2. 10. for pating, r. putting. 
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